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CANTERBURY CARPET (foreground), and PERSIAN ROSE 


The New Dwart Oregon-Pacific 


HARDY PERENNIAL ASTERS 


ideal Colorful Fall Flowers For The Entire Midwest 
Longer Blooming Season—August to October 


SNOWBALL 








We know of no other low growing perennials so sat- These new Oregon-Pacific varieties were 
isfactory especially for edging or group foreground developed by Professor LeRoy Breithaupt 
planting. Their new vibrant colors and much longer of Corvallis, Oregon, who selected them 
blooming season place them far ahead of older vari- from thousands of new plants resulting 
eties. Absolutely hardy, not bothered by pests and so from crossing various of the taller kinds 


easy to grow in any soil with sunny exposure. Get with an early-flowering, long-blooming, 
started with them this spring for real gardening pleas- dwarf Oregon aster. 
ure year after year. 












Snowball 
In our opinion the finest white dwarf aster in the world, Neat, compact 
bushes not exceeding 12 inches, completely covered with sparkling clear 
white flowers for weeks. Deep green foliage sets off the crown of bloom 
to beautiful advantage. A fine contrast for Canterbury Carpet. 











Special Offer for Spring Planting 


1 Each (4 clumps) of Snowball, Persian Rose, 
Canterbury Carpet, Cameo (value $3.55). . $3.00 


3 Each (total 12 clumps) (catalog value $9.25) $7.50 
Labeled and Postpaid 


All orders will be filled with generous field divisions which 
can be divided into several plants when received. Every 
plant will develop into a fine clump covered with flowers 
by Autumn. Shipment begins in March. 








Canterbury Carpet 
Masses of pretty canterbury blue flowers and finely cut blue green 
foliage make this one of our most desirable dwarf perennials. Grows 10 
inches high in a procumbent manner and blooms with Persian Rose. Very 
ornamental even out of bloom. 


















Persian Rose 
Striking shade of Persian rose, a rare color in flowers. The shapely, 
sturdy bushes grow 15 inches high and are covered with bloom from 
late August to October. Wonderful as an edging plant and excellent for 
the large rock garden. 


Cameo (not illustrated) 
A profusion of medium-sized opalescent-pink flowers on exceptionally Our 64-page SPRING CATALOG with over 100 color pictures and full 
sturdy, shapely plants make this variety very attractive. Cameo grows Of interesting listings, information and collection offers is now ready. 
15-18 inches high and nearly as wide, making an excellent ornamental Besides Japanese and other Iris, Daylilies, Dahlias, Lilies, Glads, Dwarf 
for the border foreground. It blooms from mid-summer into early autumn. Asters, Primroses, Hellebores and Tritomas, we offer for the first time 
ROSES and PEONIES in our catalog. Just send us 25¢ for handling and 
mailing costs and we send you your copy promptly. All who give us an 
order from this advertisement will receive our catalog free of charge. 












BOX 38-FG * BORING, OREGON 





GOSH MRS. BARNES, HOW DO YOU a are 


2 Ny GROW SUCH GORGEOUS FLOWERS? 
WHAT'S WRONG WITH MY =", 







| A SHORT TIME LATER... he LATER... 


COULD BO s0 MUCH In SO oe 
SHORT A TIME ! 


HOW to 
Grow Better 





‘Make men 


JUST LOOK ,NOW MY FLOWERS ARE AS 
NICE AS YOURS ! WE THOUGHT YOU HAD A 

GREEN THUMB. THANKS FOR GIVING US YOUR 
SECRET. THE SUDBURY SOU vest Ait! 






In 10 minutes you can know more about your soil than from a lifetime of 
gardening! This amazing Sudbury Soil Test Kit tells just what plant foods 
the soil needs to give you the best garden you’ve ever had. No one can tell by 
looking at soil what it lacks. There’s only one way to know—test your soil! 
Your flowers will be bigger, more beautiful, more colorful and fragrant than 
ever before. It even helps house plants grow better. You’ll have more delicious 
vegetables, full of minerals and vitamins—and more of them. Your shrubs will 
be more luxuriant, the lawn rich, lush and velvety green all season long, so 
dense that crabgrass and weeds cannot grow. 


Takes the Guesswork Out of Gardening 


It’s so a so easy to mena more important than the best plants 
and seeds. This Soil Test Kit will greatly increase your reward from all 

































































































re the time and effort spent on your hobby, bringing more garden enjoyment 
and saving valuable plants that otherwise would die. 
pt ving J os : 
Just using lots of fertilizer isn’t enough—the wrong kind 
m can do more harm than good. A few favorite plants 
ng saved will more than pay for your Kit! 
ds 
HORTICULTURAL KIT POPULAR GARDEN KIT 
ig, For those whose garden is their hobby. Especially designed for the 
Lifetime welded steel chest with carrying small garden. Handsome case 
handle; weighs only 9% lbs. Simple, easy with clear lucite cover, com- 
directions; charts show needs of 225 differ- plete in every way. Makes 
ent flowers, vegetables, fruits, etc. Makes 50 tests for nitrogen, phos- 
over 150 tests for nitrogen, phosphorusand phorus, 'potash, lime. Simple 
potash. Also whether lime isneeded (pH), directions. Only $6.98! 
and how much. See picture below. 
Big value, low cost—only $15.95! 
SUPER deLUXE KIT 
The best! Handsome, streamline, welded 
steel chest, with 12 times as much testing 
solutions. More and larger equipment, yet 
weighs only 12% lbs. Most economical to 
use. Favorite of leading gardeners, florists, 
nurserymen. Only $29.95! 
No Knowledge of 
. 
Chemistry Needed 
Even your first tests will be accurate 
and reliable. Test your soil anytime, any- 
where—in kitchen, garage, cellar or right 
out in the garden, Costs less than 10c a 
test. First aid to amateurs, the expert's 
.. guide to prize-winning blooms. 
> BETTER GARDEN GUARANTEE 
You can’t lose—even next fall, if 
you haven't had a better garden you 
full may return the Kit for full refund. 
ady. Don’t risk being without a Sudbury 
wart Soil Test Kit this year. 
time Dealers: 
and Write for i es i 
's an Special Offer 
arge. SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box 66F, South Sudbury, Mass. 
° ° 
World’s Largest Makers— Over 500,000 Now in Use 
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Reading a Thermometer 


-) You get the right answer right away! You'll know 
€ ~— what kind of fertilizer to use and how much, for 

<1 every kind of plant you want to grow. All Sudbury 
Soil Test Kit gardeners have a ‘green thumb’’—they 
never make a mistake. Don’t take a chance—take a 
test! Order your Sudbury Soil Test Kit today! 


Your Soil Tests cost you 


FREE TRIA nothing unless you are 


completely satisfied; otherwise return Kit 
in 10 days and we'll refund purchase price. 


SEND NO MONEY—Order C. O. D. 
plus postage—or send check and 
we'll mail prepaid, saving you 
from 50c to$3.55 postal charges. 





oe ee eee ae Se a ee 
SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box 66F, South Sudbury, Mass. 
Send me the Sudbury Soil Test Kits ordered by return mail: 
ate Horticultural Kits@ $15.95 each 
Rican aa Popular Garden Kits @ $6.98 each 
.- Super deLuxe Kits @ $29.95 each 


I 

I 

i 

Send C.O.D. i 
I 

i 

i 

| 


Enclosed is $.......... 


t 
é 
i 
‘ Send postpaid. 
i 
i 
3 


plus postage. 


eee eee eee ee eee eee eee 


- Zone .. .. State. ; 
mE WEEE SU eek ee ea mE et ce 






The Cover—Here’s a celeb- 
rity of the rose world—‘Audie 
Murphy.’ Named for the most 
decorated hero of World War II, 
the rose is a brand new intro- 
duction. It is a creation of the 
well-known rosarian of the west 
coast, Dr. Walter E. Lammerts, 
who produced it by crossing two 
All-America winners, ‘Charlotte 
Armstrong’ (1941) and ‘Grande 
Duchesse Charlotte’ (1943). 
—Roseway. 
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Aerial view of the lovely $200,000.00 home of Spurgeon Pickering, owner of Mondo Grass and Nursery Company, on the beautiful beach of the Gulf of Mexico; 
the entire seven lawns, side-walk shoulders and neutral grounds are planted solidly in Mondo “’Grass’’, truly one of the most attractive show places of the South. 


NOW IS GOOD TIME TO PLANT MONDO “GRASS” 
BLUE -GREEN 


REQUIRES NO MOWING — MAKES WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL LAWN 


Our Blue-Green Mondo “Grass’’ is described by the U. S. Department of Agriculture as 
“Ophiopogon Japonicus (formerly called Mondo Japonicus)”, technically called ground cover, 
is native to Northern China and should withstand severe degree of freezing; drought tol- 
erant, evergreen, commonly called Mondo “Grass”’. 

It is a “grass” relative to the lily with paper thin blades 1/16” wide. This sod-forming 
EVERGREEN, low-growing oriental genus is currently used by many owners of distinctive 
homes in America for lawn grass. Now we can offer this exclusive Blue-Green Mondo 
“Grass” at popular prices. 

SO HARDY IT CAN BE PLANTED ANYTIME, it is recommended for beautiful lawns 
where mowing is not desired. Blue-Green Mondo “Grass” retains its color the year-’round; 
thrives in shade or sun; extremely hardy, rarely requires watering; fantastically beautiful, 
drooping low to the ground in weeping style year after year. REQUIRES NO MOWING 
AND SHOULD NEVER BE MOWED. 

Guaranteed to withstand severe freezing or money refunded. Ideal for heavy shaded 
areas, dry or wet. FREE folder of testimonials and many photos of Mondo “Grass” lawns 
sent on request. 

Mondo is resistant to diseases; insects and animals will not feed on it. Stops erosion; 
grows compactly, crowding out other grass and weeds; multiplies rapidly, approximately 
100 times (10,000%) first year. Enhances property value. So sensational we expect to 
revolutionize lawn-making. For good coverage first year plant 4” to 12” apart. Numerous 
rooted blades to sprig. 

Planting and culture instructions with each order. Remittance with order. Shipped 
prepaid. MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE; if not completely delighted you may return at 
once for refund. Open account to A-1 rated firms buying 1,000 sprigs or more, FOB, Biloxi. 
Distributors wanted everywhere. 


ORDER TODAY od eacece SSSESSCSSSSTEESECEESSESCHSEEEEE TCE CEEEESeeeeeeaaeaeesaees 
YOU CAN’T LOSE! s MONDO GRASS & NURSERY CO. 


= Dept. K.C., Biloxi, Miss. 
Sprigs packed in damp moss. s Please send prepaid .........+ Sprigs of Mondo “Grass”, 


Guaranteed to grow or we will replace. = for which I enclose $ 
25 Sprigs 
50 Sprigs 
100 Sprigs 
500 Sprigs 
1,000 Sprigs 
5,000 Sprigs or more per 1,000 
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PERMA-NEST 


TOPS FOR STARTING 
SEEDS, SLIPS AND BULBS 


A 


See how they nest for easy handling and storage. Favored 
by the experts, endorsed by 5 leading gardening maga- 
zines, tested and purchased by over 60 Gov't and Univer- 
sity Botanicals. Never rot, rust or corrode. No soggy pores 
to harbour bacteria, and instantly washable to their orig- 
inal shatterproof polystyrene lustre. One Perma-Nest 
outlasts 10 wood flats with many other bonus advantages. 
4 Sizes—Medium Grey or Light Green 


22 X 11 X 2%" 8 X 12 X 2%” 


2 for $3.58 © 4 for $6.95 3 for $1.65 © 6 for $2.95 
for $5.50 


6 for $9.25 12 
8 X 8 X 2%” 4X8 X 2%" 


3 for $1.35 © 6 for $2.50 6 for $1.45 © 12 for $2.50 
12 for $4.75 24 for $4.75 
Combination Offer — One of each 4 sizes above — $2.95 


Perma-Nest Moist-Rite Wick-Fed Kit 


2 ft. long x 1 ft. wide x 3” deep 
Designed to give slips and seedlings a consistent; adequate 
supply of moisture. Eliminates the danger of washing slips 
and seedlings away by surface watering. Develops strong 
roots because they reach down to tap the wick-fed source. 
Asbestos fibre glass wicks never clog or rot. No mess or 
leakage. Very attractive. Watch your seedlings and slips 
thrive right in your own living room. 
Complete Moist-Rite Wick-Fed Kit as pictured, with 
brass stand, 2-pint reservoir, wicks installed and 2 ft. x 
1k. 2 9 we.. $4.25 
Fluorescent Light Stand on 15” Aluminum Legs— 
excellent “‘sunshine’’ for the Moist-Rite Kit 


Crystalite Indoor Greenhouse 


2 ft. long x 2 ft. high x 18” wide 

For the very finest seed and slip culture, and for those 
plants that require a consistent humid atmosphere, Afri- 
can Violets, Carnations, Pellonias, Orchids, Gardenias, etc. 
Nothing finer for sprouting tubers. A sparkling beauty 
that adds interest and charm to any living room or office 
and provides an enjoyable hobby—all year ‘round. Crys- 
tal clear vinyl top on a polished aluminum frame. Auto- 
matic wick-fed watering. Brass stand. 2 plant pot shelves 
and 1 quart wick reservoir. Fluorescent light and auto- 
matic daily repeat timer — optional accessories. Com- 
plete greenhouse as pictured — $13.95. Fluorescent lite 
attachment complete — $8.95. Automatic Daily Repeat 
timer for licht — $9.95. 


Graceful Long Planter and Bulb Tray 


t 


19 x 6 x 3%” 

Red, Grey, Yellow, Light Green 
Ideal watertite tray for starting your bulbs and tubers. 
Very attractive plant tray for vear ‘round use at %4 the 
cost of corroding brass or copper planters. For mantel, 
windowsill, church or office. Holds 6 3%” pots with week 
long watering. $1.50 ea. 3 for $4.00. 

Wide and Deep Planter and Bulb Tray 
Excellent larger size tray for starting bulbs and tubers. 
Rugged. vet weighs only 18 ounces. Convenient carrying 
rims. Perfect nesting. 13 x 15 x 3%”. $2.50 ea., 3 for $6.75 
Please add 10% postage to all orders. Full refund guar- 
antee on all items. Free literature on request. Dealer 

inquiries promptly answered. 


GROWERS SUPPLY COMPANY 
Dept. 2211T, ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 








Dear Editor: 

For J.E.T. of “Our Back Yard:” A very 
good strawberry mulch is cottonseed hulls. 
They stay put, you need only a thin cover 
of them, and the next season they will also 
keep the wind from drying out the ground. 
I use them on my flower beds, too—but 
keep the covering thin. 

Dorathea Wheeland 
Kingfisher, Okla. 

Thanks for the tip — but outside of 
cotton-growing country, cottonseed hulls are 
not so easy to get. 


Dear Editor: 
Please, which “corner” should we classify 
ourselves in—the West? 
Mrs. Edward Meenen 
Clifton, Kansas 
Yes, we intend our “west” to cover the 
area with high plains conditions. You are 
not so far up in the plains as Wyoming, 
for instance, but what is said for the “west” 
will apply to you, to a large extent. 


Dear Editor: 

I like your magazine, but wish in the 
near future to see articles on the culture of 
amaryllis and geraniums. I have trouble 
with both. 

Mabel Geurin 
Tulsa, Okla. 

We’re happy to oblige—with geraniums 
this month (see contents page) and amaryl- 
lis before long. 


Dear Editor: 

Do you know of any nursery that sells 
own-root roses? 

I’ve raised manv varieties of roses in my 
day, but because of drouth have lost most 
of them. So far I’ve never had much luck 
with grafted stock, but have had wonder- 
ful luck with own-root roses. 

Deston Chapin 
Halstead, Kansas 

Not knowing, we’re printing your letter 
so someone who knows may have a chance 
to answer you. 


Dear Editor: 

With reference to the January issue, 
The Forum, page 55 and Cotoneaster di- 
varicata: we have found it to be a most 
hardy, vigorous and useful shrub in this 
part of Illinois. There seems to be little 
problem with winter killing, and when 
once established, its deep reaching and 
extensive fibrous root system (which must 
be handled carefully in transplanting) 
seems to serve the shrub adequately dur- 
ing our invariably dry and windy sum- 
mers and falls, away from Lake Michigan 
as well as near it. Seedlings or selected 
cuttings appear to behave similarly. It is 
one cotoneaster that may be recommended 
for this area where temperatures may dip 
to —15 away from the lake, or, as hap- 
pened last year—the amount of rainfall 
did not exceed 20 inches. 


Whether these conditions apply to those 
of J. McN., the questioner who resides 
in north central Iowa, I am not in a posi- 
tion to say, but I would be willing to bet 
on its hardiness there, particularly if not 
kept exposed to hot or cold drying winds, 
but not necessarily so. 

Albert S. Rouffa 
Downers Grove, Illinois 


Dear Editor: 


Here is a handy way to do two very 
effective jobs. 


\ 


When trying to find the best place to 
hang a garden hose, consider placing it in 
the garage, just where the left front door 
of your car comes to rest when you get out. 
The hose then serves as a bumper to protect 
both garage wall and car door. 

Harry Nelson Webster 


MAIL ORDER NURSERYMEN 
USE IDENTIFYING SEAL 


The National Mail Order Nurs- 
erymen’s Association recently 
adopted a seal of identification to 
appear in the advertising of its 
member nurserymen. The need for 
such a seal has become evident in 
recent years because some nursery 
mail order customers have been 
disappointed in purchases from a 
few companies of doubtful in- 
tegrity. The strength of an Associ- 
ation Seal is expected to play an 
important part in re-building cus- 
tomer confidence in the mail order 
nursery trade. It will identify the 
advertiser as a member of this 
group which is working to main- 
tain high standards of business 
honesty and quality of merchan- 
dise. 
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STOPS LAWN SEEDING .. . WEEDING. . . FEEDING” 
READ THESE FACTS BEFORE YOU 


ORDER YOUR ZOYSIA GRASS 


Meyer Z-52 “Plug-in” Zoysia Grass is the Grass Perfected by U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 


PLANT AMAZOY PRE-CUT 
PLUGS IN EXISTING LAWN 
NEW GROUND, OR NURSERY AREA 


Turf Experts Recommend “Plug- 
In’? Planting Method Becauvse— 


1, NO WASTE, NO SOD TO CUT, 
NO SEEDS. Amazoy comes only in 
plugs of fresh, green vigorous grass 
grown under rigid supervision especi- 
ally for transplanting. Plugs contain 
many more square inches of under- 
ground root system .. . reach you in 
better condition ... don’t pull apart... 
guarantee more rapid growth. But 
sprigs die easily, seeds are washed and 
blown away, or eaten by birds, and 
when you cut sod you damage the 
roots. Plug planting ONLY is recom- 
mended by Agric. Research Service of 
U. S. Dept. of Agriculture for existing 
lawns. 

2. Just set plugs in ground 1 foot 
apart, checkerboard style. Easy-to- 
follow planting instructions with each 
order. 

3. Each plug takes root and spreads 
to cover planted area with thick, rich, 
beautiful turf. 

4. Amazoy root system grows so deep 
(2-3 feet down) that your lawn finds its 
own supply of sub-surface water! Stays 
green and beautiful all summer long, 
— in severest heat, drought—in any 
soil! 

5. Permanent, perennial Amazoy turf 
costs less in the long run than any 
other. No annual upkeep. Provides 
endless supply of transplants yearly as 
desired. 


ONLY AMAZOY OFFERS THESE 
EXCLUSIVE ADVANTAGES 


There are various grades of Zoysia grass. 
Genuine Amazoy Meyer Z-52 Zoysia Grass, 
the finest quality in existence, is grown only 
at Zoysia Farm Nurseries! And our thou- 
sands of satisfied customers have made us 
the world’s largest producers of this out- 
standing and beautiful lawn grass. 

Amazoy is warranted to be obtained di- 
rectly from original Zoysia PARENT 
STOCK developed and released by U‘S. 
Dept. of Agriculture, and U.S. Golf Assn. 
as their outstanding lawn discovery. This 
is the original Meyer Z-52 Zoysia acclaimed 
by magazine editors, turf experts, etc. Ac- 
cept no substitute! 


EACH PLUG SUPPLIES 
50 TRANSPLANTS YEARLY 


Each Amazoy plug soon spreads to cover 
planted area solidly. You can then take 
up 20-25 plugs per sq. ft., twice yearly, 
from planted area for transplanting. Trans- 
plant even in mid-summer heat! by on 
area soon grows over. Sell them—use them 
yourself—an endless supply yearly! 


DEPT. 409, ZOYSIA FARMS 


602 N. Howard Street, Baltimore 1, Md. 
333 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago 1, Ill. 
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“Plug-In” Meyer Z-52 Zoysia Grass 
Hailed By Turf Experts And Editors 
of Leading Magazines 


NEWSWEEK: “With Meyer 
Z-52 Zoysia Grass... any 
homeowner can maintain a 
luxuriant lawn against in- 
roads of weeds, crabgrass, 
insect pests and diseases.” 


LOOK: “. . . laughs at crab- 
grass and turns its greenest 
in blistering sun.”’ 


FLOWER GROWER: “.. . 
extremely winter-hardy . . . 
can successfully compete 
with crabgrass for control 
of the lawn area.” 

Also praised by: Popular Gardening, Or- 
ganic Gardening, Consumer Reports, Har- 
pers, universities, agronomists, Arthur 
Godfrey on TV, etc. No other grass has 
ever won such wide-spread praise! 


Amazoy Patented 


STEP-ON PLUGGER 


Full size, 

professional 

type plug- 

ger, devel- 

oped and | with larger orders 
patented 

by Amazoy. Not available else- 
where at any price! Saves bend- 
ing, time and work, planting or 
transplanting. Cuts away com- 
peting growth as it digs hole for 
plugs, giving fast, sure growth. 
Order separately at $4.95 or 
yours free with larger orders. 


GROWS IN ANY SOIL—GUARANTEED! 


As you know there are different 
rades of Zoysia Grass—some are in- 
erior. But there is only one original 

AMAZOY “Plug-In” Grass (not 

sold in seed, sod, sprigs, etc.) It is 

available by mail ONLY direct from 

Nursery Farm. Govt. tests, owners, 

etc. prove it grows well on HILLS, 

prevents erosion. Grows in salty 
beaches, sandy soil—even sub-soil! 


Avoid risk of lost labor and disap- 

intment—order AMAZOY TO- 

AY. ANY PLUG FAILING TO 
GROW REPLACED FREE. 


GENUINE AMAZOY COSTS LESS 


Each Amazoy plug reaches you still rooted 
in its rich original mother earth to assure 
faster, thicker, surer growth as recom- 
mended by Government agronomists. No 
sod re must cut yourself. NO WASTE, 
NO MESS. Costs you far less in the lon 
run. Plant on 1 foot centers, checkerboar 
pattern; soon spreads to cover planted 
area completely. 


Your Amazoy Lawn will be the 
most beautiful and permanent in 
your neighborhood. Stays GREEN 
in hottest weather, despite water 
shortages—laughs at water bans. 
No brown or discolored patches— 
will not burn out. 


@ Never Needs Re-Seeding. Ends seeding expense and 
seed waste forever! Won't Winter Kill 

@ Resists Fungus, insects, disease and blight 

@ Chokes Out Crabgrass, Weeds & Old Grass —ends need 
for weed killers 

@ Grows Lower—Cuts Mowing By Two-Thirds 


@ Planted in U.S. Air Bases, Post Office Grounds, Golf 
Courses, Race Tracks, etc. 


Genuine Amazoy Zoysia Grass is the revolutionary 
lawn grass so deep-rooted it goes weeks and stays 
beautiful without watering, whether due to water 
bans or just because you’re away.on vacation. 


Thousands of delighted owners have found it 
stays green and beautiful through blistering 
summer heat and drought; yet does not winter 
kill. (Has survived temperatures 30° below zero.) 


Plugs spread above and below ground, produce 
even, deep-green lawn impervious to blight, dis- 
eases, etc. Its agressive, flourishing root runners 
drive out weeds, dandelions, crabgrass, old grass, 
etc. Even when other lawns burn out...or turn 
patchy, brown and ugly just when wanted most 
... yours will be lush, green, lovely—the pride of 
your neighborhood! 


WORLD'S LARGEST GROWER 
SLASHES PRICES TO SPRING LOW! 


100 LARGE 100 LARGE 
PRE-CUT PLUGS PRE-CUT PLUGS 
$5.20 and $3.70 


Plugger 


1000 LARGE 
PRE-CUT PLUGS 


PRE-CUT PLUGS 
— =e oma $34-95 


Plugger 
ORDER NOW! CLIP COUPON 


Once Again, Demand May Exceed Supply. All Orders 
Shipped In Order Received 


I pepr. 409, ZOYSIA FARM NURSERIES 
| 602 N. Howard Street, Baltimore 1, Md. 
| 333 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 1, Illinois 


| Please ship me the following order of AMAZOY: 
(_} 100 Plugs $5.20 [] 100 Plugs 
{ Plus 75¢ Hdlg. & Shipping & Plugger $8.70 
| (_] 300 Plugs Plus 75¢ Hdlg. & Shipping \ 
& Plugger $15.45 (7) 1000 Plugs | 
Plus $2.00 Hdlg. & Shipping £ Plugger $34.95 i 
F.0.B., Baltimore, Md. | 


300 LARGE 


(_] Full Size Plugger $4.95 


| West of Miss. River, additional shipping charge of $1.50 | 


| 
Name 
; Address. 


| City. 


(| check, [[] Money Order, (_] cash | 


Zone—— State__ 





CD ptastic propucts 


for the Home Garden! 


A NEW CONCEPT 


Developed by Prof 


IN GARDENING 


E. M. Emmert 


University of Kentucky 


IN-THE-ROW 


PLASTIC GREENHOUSE 


Prefabricated! Ready to Use! 


PROTECTS PLANTS FROM 
BELOW FREEZING TEMPERATURES! 


Grow Vegetables, Flowers 
1-2 Months Earlier! 
Prolongs Growing Season In Fall! 
, : “3 Prof. Emmert, 
Horticulture 
Dept. of Uni- 
versity of Ken- 


tucky, and visi-| 





tor, inspect! 
plants growing | 


under plastic. 


| by 


Unprotected, 


plants did not 
survive the cold 
nights. 


(Photo, courtesy 
U. of 
culture Depart- 
ment.) 


Specially made plastic cover, supported 
by wire wickets, admits warmth of sun; 
keeps out frost, wind, rain. Protects tender 
petunias, tomatoes to 25°F.; lettuce to 
10°. Start gardening 1-2 months earlier. 


Special openings prevent overheating of | 


plants; close easily to seal out frost. 


Sets up quickly, easily! Re-usable! | 
$1.95 | 


No. 5( 5 ft. long, 12 in. wide, 12 in. high) 
No. 36 (25 ft. long, 12 in. wide, 12 in. high) 
No. 54 (25 ft. long, 24 in. wide, 18 in. high) 


PLASTIC MULCH 


Kills Garden Weeds Easily, Safely! 
Keeps Moisture In The Soil! 
Keeps Ground Warm On Cold Nights! 


Re-usable black polyethylene plastic film in rolls. 
Set out plants through slits in the plastic, or lay 
film down between the rows. Weeds never get a 
chance to grow! The plastic cuts off the sunlight; 
keeps soil moisture from evaporating; keeps soil 
10 to 15 degrees warmer on cold nights. 


4.95 
7.50 


Bean seedlings 
growing through 
slits in plastic. 
Film is 

weighted down 
with soil, 
stones. 


Saves a Whole Season‘s Work of Cultivating! 
No. 12-100 (100 ft. by 12 in. wide) $2.50 
No. 18-100 (100 ft. by 18 in. wide) ... me * 
No. 36-100 (100 ft. by 36 in. wide) 


From Your Garden Supply Dealer 
OR DIRECT FROM 


SCIENCE PRODUCTS CO., INC. 


1230 E 63rd St | esr | 


Chicago 37, Ill 


Ky. Horti- | 


Wind Problems, Cleanup, 
Planting to Be Done 


OFFICIALLY 
spring arrives 
this month, but 
a wise gardener 
has a wary look 
before plunging 
into the multi- 
tudinous activi- 
ties that need 
to be done. 
Throughout this 
area, March is really a_ transition 
month. Many of the activities begun 
in February carry over into March, 
so review your calendar of events and 
be sure they are completed. 

Throughout most of this area March 
usually roars in “like a lion” and 
some days, thankfully only a few, are 


southern states 
of Mid-America 


Robert H. Rucker 


Texas 
Technological College 


| not fit for man or garden. Particularly 





is this true in the western half where 
the “real estate” (soil) actually is 
on the move during most of this 
month! 

Wind erosion is serious, we know, 
for farm crops, and it presents a 
definite challenge to the gardener. Un- 
less some protection is provided, much 
mechanical damage will be done by 
the blasting, cutting and dehydrating 
winds. Farther east, the winds are a 
nuisance problem. 


The Enclosed Garden 

This climatic condition has given 
rise to a distinct style of gardening— 
the enclosed garden—enclosed by a 
wall, fence or similar structure to 
break the wind. This enclosure actually 
is desirable from the esthetic aspect of 
design, also to provide privacy. Most 
important of all, however, is the 
moderating effect on all of the climatic 
factors and the resulting areas of 
“microclimates” (or miniature cli- 
mates) that are established. Because 
of these protected areas, many plants 
will begin growth earlier, and other 
plant materials can be introduced to 


FOUR CORNERS 


a garden that not 


adapted there. 
The Heath Family 

This makes possible the growing 
of many varieties of azaleas, camellias, 
and even risking a few of the gorgeous 
rhododendrons and related plants in 
certain parts of this section. Nursery- 
men have been introducing small 
plants of these and merchandising 
them much the same as ordinary 
perennial plants. These plants can 
still be transplanted this month and 
will provide a source of “seasonal 
color” for many gardens. 

This is the time of year when the 
mass displays of azaleas and mountain 
laurel greet us on our visits to the 
countryside, especially in the lower 
part of this section. Keep the soil in 
these beds acid by the addition of 
quantities of peat moss worked into 
the soil. Add cottonseed meal, aluiai- 
num sulphate and ammonium sulphate 
to maintain the acidity. It is now 
known that azaleas, when handled 
properly, can be moved in bud as 
well as after flowering. In quantity, 
prices are approaching those of more 
common “seasonal color” plants. 

Pansies for Early Color 

In areas where late fall plantings 
were not made for early garden color, 
now is the time to plant out the 
pansies for all the gay color of their 
funny faces which remain bright on 
into June. Plant these as masses of 
color and use as over-planting for 
the spring bulbs that will be in bloom 
throughout the lower half of this sec- 
tion this month and into next month. 
Why not try beds of one color, bor- 
dered with a contrasting color for 
unusual effect? Other sources of early 
spring color beginning this month are 
candytuft, the dwarf phlox, violas, 
and thrift or sea pink. Throughout 
this section, thrift (Armeria vulgaris) 
is very abundant and is seen as a 
border planting in carpets of rosy pink 
flowers. It can also be divided and 
moved while in bloom. 


are naturally 


Flower & Garden Magazine for 











Rock Gardens—This is a specialized 
type of gardening for growing alpine- 
type plants. But the method can be 
used successfully as a means of chang- 
ing elevations or levels in gardens. 
March is the best time of the year 
to do major renovation or construc- 
tion of rock garden areas. If there is 
a choice in the site of a rock garden, 
choose one with an eastern exposure 
and slightly sloping. In all construc- 
tion, choose native stone and lay it 
up in horizontal patterns to resemble 
nature as nearly as possible: Leave 
pockets for planting with adequate 
depth of soil for root development. 
Choose plants that are free flowering, 
neat and dwarf in habit of growth, 
and are hardy both from heat and 
cold. A good basic soil mixture would 
be equal parts of garden soil, leaf 
mold and sand. 


When considering a rock garden 
as a special type of garden, give some 
thought to the possibility of having 
a water feature. The inclusion of a 
fountain, stream or pool will increase 
the value and pleasure derived from 
a rock garden. 


Clean the Lily Pool 

If you already have such water 
features in your garden, it is time to 
clan them. Clean the pool, divide 
and replant the water lilies and other 
water plants and reestablish the quiet 
atmosphere necessary for best growth 
in an aquatic garden. As a child, 
when confronted with this annual 
chore, I would wait too late and 
always lost many fish and many early 
blooms from the lilies. In replanting 
the lilies, plant the tubers in very 
rich soil and be sure to top dress the 
container with clean white sand to 
prevent muddying of the water. For 
additional growth, increase in size and 
quality, plant the seaweeds and 


grasses and even secure the floating | 


plants in soil. This job is a must for 
late March. 

Garden features — Bring out the 
lawn furniture and place it in the 
garden areas for use. Much of this 
has been stored for the winter and 
may need painting or other repairs. 
Repair and install the bird baths, sun- 
dials, gazing globes and other garden 
ornaments that have a definite place 
in the scheme of the garden layout. 

Place your order now for those 
bedding plants to provide summer 
color in the garden. Many of the so- 

(Please turn page }) 
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STRAWBERRY 


11,814 quarts of wondertul, new, delicious 
strawberries per acre—first year! 


Outyielded all other varieties in trial 
tests at lowa State College Experiment 


Station, Ames, lowao—1951. $ OO vasipaia 
guaranteed plants only 


A regular $2.00 catalog value 
One of the world’s greatest strawberries 
Superfection is truly outstanding, with 
large sweet luscious berries and lots 
of them. Will bear heavily 
this summer and fall. Next 
year you'll pick basket 
after basket spring, sum- 
mer and fall. Grows 
everywhere. Order 
all you can plant. 
You save \4 by 
ordering from this 
ad. ‘ ey Vy MoD La , ue wp" a 

INTER-STATE NURSERIES 


537 € ST. HAMBURG, IOWA 
(0 FREE CATALOG () 25 Superfection Strawberries $1.00 
O Superfection Strawberry plants at $ 



































Gaaiils 


“Garden Under Glass” 


Grow exotic flowers all winter long! 
Make colorful floral arrangements for 
your home every day of the year. 
Extend the enjoyment of your flower- 
growing hobby around the calendar. 



















TAKES THE DRUDGERY 
OUT OF GARDENING! 


Make gardening a pleasure with POW-R-BOY! 
Tills any soil to 6" deep, chops weeds up fine. 
Cultivates any depth desired. Newly designed 
knife-edge hardened steel tines prevent wrap- 
ping. 22, 2% or 3 hp. models. 

Women Enjoy Gardening with POW-R-BOY 
POW-R-BOY is so well balanced women use it 
easily, even in hard-packed soil! Made by Hahn, 
Inc., manufacturers of world-famous Hi-Boy 
Farm Sprayers. Low cost — get details today! 

poccc-cclflflffeee 1 
| T sane, INC., Dept. FG, Evansville 12, Ind. | 
| Rush information about POW-R-BOY to — | 
Name nccoonnesnessnnenneceavennevennssacvenvesesnenatnensssamsaceeasians 






Famous Evertite features: 
© Lifetime maintenance-free construction 
@ Strong, light, rustproof aluminum alloy 
®@ Beautiful, harmonizing curved glass eaves 
© Completely prefabricated, easily erected 
®@ Choice of lean-to or full-size models 
@ Full line of Everlite accessories 

Model B3 shown, $341.00. Other models 

from $187.50. Write for free folder G 37. 


Aluminum 


















Tue. Address 
| 0 Cit ee a DOD scescrsinattsansiiinin 
14615 Lorain Ave., Cleveland 11, Ohio ” 
| 5 Dealer’s Name aici 


World's First and Only 
DO-IT-YOURSELF 


DELUXE FULL NATURAL COLOR 


j Ri q CATALOG — 


GUIDEBOOK 
This 


famous, DO-IT-YOURSELF catalog 
tells YOU how to grow 18 types of IRIS 
and use each effectively in your garden; 
shows you how to select varieties by colors, 
season, heights, cultural requirements. etc. 
Tells how to hybridize Iris and create your 
own new varieties. 


Rare, Strange, Unusual Iris 


800 varieties from all over the world. Many 
seldom-seen types for special uses, such as 
corsages, flower arrangements, rock gardens, 
pot culture, exhibition, and for bloom in 
spring, summer, fall and winter. More true- 
to-life color plates than ever. Many rare and 
new Iris in color for the first time. Many 
offerings not available elsewhere. 


$5 Iris FREE 
with Order from Catalog 


To introduce you to my complete Iris col- 
lection of hardy, mountain-grown stock, 
I make this unprecendented offer—when 
you send 25c for catalog, I'll send you a 
CREDIT CERTIFICATE good for a $5 
FREE Iris with your order from catalog. 


—"Don‘t Delay — Mail COUPON Toda 
RAINBOW Hybridizing GARDENS 


Dept. FG-3, Placerville, California 


I enclose 25¢ (coin or stamps) for gorgeous 
COLOR CATALOG-GUIDEBOOK and CREDIT 
CERTIFICATE good on my order from catalog 
for my choice of any one of a dozen colorful $5 
Iris FREE including such famous beauties as 
REAL GOLD, STRATHMORE, AUTUMN DE- 
LIGHT, WINTER FLAME and MARSALA. This 
great offer is made for a limited time to intro- 
duce my hardy mountain-grown stock to you. Act 
quickly while supply of FREE Iris lasts. 


PRINT MAME... wcrcccccccoccevesesesscsccccs 


ST. OR RFD 


CRAPE MYRTLE 


Famous Watermelon Red 


The most spectacular and colorful of all Crape 


Myrtles. Shown in natural colors in new 
spring issue of Krider's “Glories of the Gar- 
den”. Send today for your FREE copy of 
America’s Helpful Garden Book. Best and 
newest in hardy plants for beautiful gardens. 


KRIDER NURSERIES 


Box 557 Middlebury, Ind. 


SUPPORTS 
TALL 
FLOWERS! 


Your peonies, asters and 
other tall plants will 

stay sturdy, straight and 
beautiful longer . . . with 
STEEL FLOWER SUPPORTS! 


Made from heavy galvanized rust-proof steel wire. 
24” high by 14” in diameter. Easy to set up. Col- 
lapsible for easy storage. No rags, strings or 
wooden stakes to distract from beauty of flowers. 
Neat wire hoops and uprights gently hold tall flow- 
ers in a naturally beautiful position. No broken 
stems due to rain, heavy foliage or mowing. 


6 sor onty $2.25 rostpaia 


Please order your STEEL FLOWER SUPPORTS NOW 
+ +» « @& supply may be limited tater! 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR MONEY REFUNDED! 


IDEAL MFG. CO. ostsices 


(Continued from page 7) 

called “cool-crops” — petunias, ver- 
benas, alyssums, snapdragons, stock 
and others—can be planted out the 
latter part of this month. This will 
lengthen their period of blooming and 
justify their space. The plants grown 
in the plant bands are very easily 
| transplanted and actually experience 
no setback or loss of growth. Make 
certain of complete success in this 
operation by watering thoroughly im- 
mediately after planting. Do not feed 
until after roots are thoroughly es- 
tablished. 

If you grow your own plants for 
summer color, they should be planted 
in flats in the greenhouse or in sunny 
windows early in March in order to 
get a jump on the season. The warm 





crop vegetables — peppers, tomatoes, 
and eggplant may all be started in- 
doors, also. Divide perennials late this 
month and plant good size divisions 
to insure good color for the first sea- 
son. The dahlia tubers and gladiolus 
corms should be ordered for planting 
next month. 


Last Call for Roses 

Throughout most of this section, 
March is absolutely the last call for 
planting dormant bushes. Take the 
recommendations for planting as given 
in February. It will be well to begin 
removing the hilled-up earth placed 
around the older bushes — do this 
gradually in order to acclimate the 
plants. As a last precaution for pre- 
vention of black spot, give the bushes 
a thorough spraying of lime sulfur or 
other dormant spray—uniess the new 
growth has started. After vegetative 
growth has started, use a spray that 
will not burn the foliage, such as 
Dithane, Fermate, and Captan. Use in 
liquid form with a spreader-sticker 
(soapsuds) for best results. I prefer an 
all purpose spray that will control 
chewing insects, sucking insects and 
also the fungus diseases. Several are 
available. By removing the old mulch 
o1 any litter and following a thorough 
cleanup program, many diseases and 
insects’ winter quarters will be de- 
stroyed. 

Tree and shrub planting may be 
continued until growth actually is evi- 
denced. The “soft root” trees should 
be transplanted this month — pine, 
magnolia, dogwood and viburnum— 
for best results. They withstand the 
shock of transplanting and resume 
growing without the risk of loss that 


is possible when planted during the 
fall. 

Pruning—Any pruning not yet [in- 
ished should be completed without 
fail as soon as possible. It is vitally 
important to paint the wounds with 
a compound to seal the wound. Severe 
bleeding could easily occur if this is 
not done. Examine old cuts and 
wounds and repaint if possible as good 
insurance against the entrance of dis- 
ease or insects. 

Soil preparation — This phase of 
gardening is always with us and there 
is no activity more important. March 
is a good month to finish up the major 
soil preparation throughout the gar- 
den. Deep digging and the addition 
of humus in any form is one of the 
real secrets to good growing. As the 
garden wakes from the long, cold win- 
ter, stir the soil and speed up the 
rate of growth. Well prepared soil 
makes it possible for the plants to put 
their best growth forward and reward 
you for your effort. 

Maintain a definite schedule of 
garden activities and reap a continu- 
ing harvest of pleasure. 


Pruning Time for 
Fruit Trees, Brambles 


MARCH IS THE 
MONTH when 
garden activities 
commence with 
real energy for 
the ardent gard- 
ener. It is a time high plains states 

of Mid-America 
when many vege- . 
tables and flower 
transplants can 
be started. It is 
also an ideal time for the pruning of 
trees and shrubs. Pruning of fruit 
trees can be done during this month. 

Fruit tree pruning is an important 
task. The training and pruning of 
fruit trees during the first five or six 
years after they are planted is essential 
to the development of strong frame- 
works for these trees. Building a strong 
framework is a major objective in 
pruning the young fruit tree. 

When the tree is planted, the first 
step is to prune the top to compensate 
for loss of roots occurring when a 
nursery grown tree is transferred from 
the nursery location to its permanent 
growing spot. This pruning ensures 
better survival of the planted trees. 
Some attempt can be made to shape 


western and 


Leonard A. Yager 
Montana State College 


Flower & Garden Magazine for 





the tree, but this will have to be car- 
ried on over a period of years; it can 
never be accomplished in one season. 

The modified leader system has 
proven very popular and desirable in 
this section of the country, especially 
for apple and pear trees. The trees 
are permitted to form about five 
strong framework limbs emanating at 
different levels from the main trunk. 
As soon as these scaffold limbs are 
chosen, the main growing point is cut 
back to just above the last scaffold 
limb. Pruning in this manner ensures 
a lower growing tree that is easy to 
harvest and spray. 

When limbs are chosen to form the 
scaffold for the tree those which 
branch at a wide, strong angle from 
the main trunk are chosen. Narrow, 
\-shaped crotches are removed since 
they will weaken as the tree becomes 
older. In the prairie sections it is 
desirable to select scaffold limbs Nye pp wood 
branching low. Low branching trees RecoRe wh tex 
such as this are much less subject to of D erpenett for 
sunscald injury. ” Disease “LONs ae, 

Pruning Ornamentals Retistane, | Late BEAUTY 

Plums and some of the other stone _ 

fruit trees can be handled in a similar 


*é 


FAST 


This unretouched photograph is typical 
of thousands of Henry Field Hybrid Elms 
now growing throughout the United States. 


manner, although in many instances 
an open center or vase form of prun- 
ing or training is followed. Orna- 
mental trees are most often grown 
without disturbing the leader, with 
only the elimination of branches 
that form weak crotches. Rubbing 
branches, crossing branches, diseased 
and dead branches are some of the 
forms of pruning that are practiced 
with older trees. 

If a tree is trained properly when 
it is young, there is little need for ex- 
tensive pruning as it grows older. In 
many instances, the severe dehorning 
and cutting back of large shade trees 
is uncalled for and unnecessary, and 
often results in serious weakening of 
these old trees. 

Raspberry and other bramble plants 
may be pruned at this season. If old 
canes were not removed last fall, this 
is one pruning operation that will 
have to be done. Young canes of rasp- 
berries should be thinned so there 
are no more than three to four canes 
per lineal foot of hedge row if this 
system is practiced. If you are in an 
area where raspberry plants are com- 
pletely covered over with soil during 
the winter months, it will be necessary 
to wait until a little later in the spring 
to do this job of thinning out the new 

(Please turn page }) 
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Henry Field’s HYBRID ELM 


Fastest Growing Tree in the U.S.A. 


Often Grows 8 to 14 ft. per Year 


If you want shade in a hurry, yet 
want a tree that is hardy, long-lived 
and hard-wooded, Henry Field’s Hybrid 
Elm is the tree for you. It grows 
faster than any other tree in the United 
States, bar none—even faster than the 
soft-wooded, short-lived poplar. It com- 
bines the permanence and beauty of 
the American Elm with the rapid 
growth of the Chinese Elm; has all the 
good points of both, but none of 
the bad. 

Extra Hardy—Grows Anywhere 

Henry Field’s Hybrid Elm thrives in 
any type soil, and keeps right on grow- 
ing in weather hot or cold, wet or dry. 
The leaves are large and dark green; 
the branches straight and strong, with 
great resistance to breakage from high 
winds, ice, and snow. 

11-Year Record of Disease 

Resistance 

And apparently Henry Field’s 
Hybrid Elm is immune to elm J 
diseases. We have sold several § 
hundred thousand during the past 
ten years, and to date know of not 
one case of loss from the elm 
diseases. 

Approved by 
Park Commissions 

Many City Park Commissions 
that have prohibited the planting 
of vulnerable common elms en- 
thusiastically approve the planting 


| of Henry Field’s Hybrid Elm. 


Susan was 3 when this Henry Field Hy- 
brid Elm was planted. When she was 5; 
the tree was over 25 feet tall! 


Supply Limited—Order Now 
Due to limited production and hea- 
vy demand, we are compelled to limit 
orders to 6 trees per individual. City 
Park Commissions and Institutions 
planning beautification programs 
will be given special considera- 
tion if they order on letterhead. 


4 to 5-foot size, $3.39 each, 
postpaid to your door. 


fecce mms “For Over 61 Years”1 


Henry Field Seed and Nursery Co., 

7859 Oak St., Shenandoah, lowa. 

Please send me. Henry Field Hybrid Elms, 
4 to 5-ft. size, at $3.39 each postpaid to my door. 


RI AD iiaicccinsticeciteetemmaitripcicincaiiacnes 


Pe aiceiesictenecnctnsduteainaniditlinidisianestinniacnticimeiidiasamapinibigiaat 
OE. 60 Ciiicminciitiiienes 


Ee 


(Trees shipped at proper planting time; backed 
by our regular money-back catalog guarantee. 
Catalog No. A4234N) 
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CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


ANN LADYGO 
SPARKLING DWARF MUMS 


15 for $5.00 
— All Colors — 


This group includes the new cushion 

ANN LADYGO—True pink, ray petals 

with a delightful anemone center. 
Dr. Kraus — 1957 release 


HERE THEY ARE 
THE TOP TEN 


(Large flowering Garden Varieties) 
Most outstanding in our 8 acre 
planting of hundreds of varieties. 
Ruby Breithaupt 
Grace Bradshaw 

Fred Stone 


Primrose Yellow 
Pure White 
Oxblood Red 
White & Cream 
Bright Yellow 
Orange Bronze 
Amber Bronze 
Helen Bogue Bright Rose 
Mohave Gold Red Bronze & Gold 
Heros Jean Guizonnier............. L. Rosy Purple 


HEROS JEAN GUIZONNIER 
1 each of above ten 


SPECIAL * S500 posta 


Catalog Free 
on request 


A. LADYGO NURSERY 


4800 Van Epps Road 
Cleveland 9, Ohio 


(Continued from page 9) 
cane growth. Under soil protection 
of this nature, the old cane growth 
should have been removed prior to 
covering in the fall. 

Currant and gooseberry plants may 
be pruned either in fall or at this 
time. Pruning systems followed for 
these small fruits consist of a renewal 
system. Each plant is pruned so that 
it possesses three one-year old, three 
two-year-old and three three-year-old 
canes. Superfluous growth, including 
canes older than three years, and ex- 
cessive numbers of young canes are 
removed in the pruning job. 


Annuals to Start Now 

A number of annuals for bedding 
purposes may be started from seed 
at this time of the year. Such things 
as verbena, snapdragons, lobelia, car- 
nations, salvia and a host of others 
can be started this early. Seed can be 
started in specially prepared seed flats 
or seed pans. The young plants as 
soon as they have formed their first 
pair of true leaves, can be trans- 
planted and given more room for 
growth or development. Transplant 
them into flats, plant bands, or in- 
dividual flower pots. Most young 
plants need a good fertile soil in which 
to become established. Attention to 
water, heat and light is necessary at 
all times to be successful in growing 
strong, healthy transplants. 

Of the vegetables grown as trans- 
plants, celery needs the earliest start. 
Celery seed should be started as early 
as January or during February. Most 
other vegetable transplants need only 
a six to eight weeks start indoors to 
reach the most satisfactory size to 
transplant. You will have to deter- 
mine your own dates of starting these 
plants according to your own local 
climatic conditions. In many areas 
March is the time to start the seed 
of these vegetables. In many areas, 
particularly in the northern sections, 
these seeds need not be started until 
after April 1. 

Many folks err in starting their vege- 
table transplants too early. Too early 
a start means the need for holding 
back the growth of these plants and 
this could possibly have harmful ef- 
fects when they are set out in the 
garden. Remember that cool-season 
vegetable transplants can be started 
earlier than warm season kinds. Cab- 
bage, head lettuce and cauliflower are 
members of the cool season group. 
Tomatoes, eggplants and peppers are 


amembers-of the warm season group. 


In ordering vegetable seeds for your 
garden, obtain varieties that are 
adapted or recommended for your 
area. Your nearest experiment sta. 
tion or extension service can supply 
you with lists of adapted varieties 
for your area. It is surprising the dif- 
ference in success of a garden that is 
grown from varieties recommended 
for the area, as compared with gar. 
dens planted with just any variety, 
Remember, too, that a newly intro- 
duced variety is not always neces- 
sarily better than a variety you are 
now growing. It may not be adapted 
to your area. It is always good to try 
a few new vegetable varieties, but it 
is best to plant largely to standard, 
recommended varieties. 


Annuals to Be 
Started Indoors Now 


THE HOME 
GARDENER in the 
north must con- 
tent himself with 
but a few garden- 
ing activities dur- 
ing the month of 
March. Spring 
comes late in the 
north. Snow and 
cold weather 
may persist during part of this month 
or re-occurring cold may follow a brief 
spell of spring-like weather. However, 
it is during this month that certain 
seeds and bulbs can be started in the 
house in order to have plants in an 
advanced stage when it is safe to set 
them outdoors, which will not be 
until late May. 

For example, seeds of snapdragons, 
petunias, salvia, lobelia, ageratum, 
china asters and other annuals that 
take a long time to germinate and 
grow before they mature and come 
into flower should be started under 
glass either in the house or in a heated 
frame in order to have productive 
plants early in summer. It takes most 
of the summer to get flowering plants 
of these varieties from seeds sown in 
the garden. They do not develop 
rapidly and come into flower early 
like zinnias, marigolds, poppies, phlox 
drummondi, nasturtiums and other 
annuals that can be grown easily from 
seeds sown directly in the garden. 

The chances of success with seeds 
sown indoors or under glass are much 
greater today because of the new 


For the 

northern states 

of Mid-America 

by 

Robert A. Phillips 
University 

of Minnesota 
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chemicals and materials that eliminate 
most of the hazards the home gardener 
has encountered in the past. Vermicu- 
lite (horticultural type) and milled 
sphagnum moss are relatively new 
materials being used instead of soil 
for starting seeds. These materials are 


sterile and do not contain diseases | 


that may be present in soils. Also at 
this time of the year they are more 
easily obtainable than suitable soils. 
They can be purchased from local 
stores. 

Seed Treating Chemicals 

In the past the raising of plants 
from seeds in the house was extremely 
difficult because of the damping off 
which attacked sprouting 
seeds and tiny seedlings. In addition 
to the possibilities of these diseases 
being present in the soil they also may 
be seed-borne. There are now very 
effective seed treating chemicals avail- 
able for the prevention of seed-borne 
diseases. These new seed treating ma- 
terials may be purchased from garden 
stores; be sure to follow directions 
for their use. 

Seeds should not be sown thick with 
the idea of thinning them out later 
on because it cannot be done with- 
out considerable disturbance to plants 
that are to remain. 

Before sowing seeds in vermiculite 
or sphagnum moss be sure that these 
materials are moist. Cover the seeds 
with dry material because it is easier 
to handle and apply. Cover the seeds 
about twice their widest diameter. Do 
not cover very fine seed. Watering 
after seeding should be done with a 
fine spray and the seed bed should 
be kept moist at all times. 

Also since these materials are 
sterile, it will be necessary to supply 
nutrients needed to support the young 
seedlings after they have used the food 
stored in the seed. Usually one ap- 
plication of a liquid fertilizer will 
suffice and this can be applied any 
time after the seeds are sown. Use 
any of the new liquid or house plant 
types of fertilizers according to the 
manufacturer’s directions. 

A sunny window in a room of aver- 
age temperature (70 degrees) is an 
ideal place for the pots of seeds and 
young plants. Just as soon as the seed- 
lings have developed their second set 
of leaves, transplant them into soil 
in plant flats spacing them two inches 
apart in rows two inches apart. The 
soil should be a mixture of two parts 


diseases 


(Please turn page }) 
Mid-America, March, 1957 


| 
| 
| 


OLDEST NURSERY 
(since 1868) 


BRAND PEONY FARMS 


© Nouele Ge 





- 56 Pages Of Enjoyment ! 


our quarter today for this full color book ! 


Full of information, color and new 
varieties of choice Peonies,Own Rot 
Lilacs, Best in Iris, Oriental Poppies, 
Hardy Phlox, Glads and many other 
Perennials. F 


136 E. Division Street, Faribault, Minnesota 


presents 
semericas 
Most Seautiful 
Glad Catalogue 


features 


@ THE BEST NEW GLADS 
@ OVER 50 IN COLOR 


@ 39 LIVING PICTURES BY 
CARL STARKER 


@ MONEY SAVING 
OFFERS 


@ 64 EXCITING PAGES 


SEND 
NOW! 
REEVE Only 25c 


) 


(50c deductible from 
first catalog order) 


GLADS 


MAYTIME—fresh pure pink—10-12 open 
at once. 


ROYAL STEWART—tall, formal, many- 
open red; grand champion winner. 


FET 


ALL AMERICA 


APPLEBLOSSOM—tali, early, sparkling 
white; appleblossom halo. 


CARIBBEAN —first ruffled blue; deeper 
throat, extremely fancy. 


erlenh 


Please send me the following: 12 large bulbs for 


$5 


3 (12 bulbs of one variety or 
bulbs, Maytime any combination of the 4 
bulbs, Royal Stewart varieties) 

. . - America’s Most Beautiful Glad Catalogue, 25c. 

(Catalogue free with above order.) 


bulbs, Appleblossom 
bulbs, Caribbean 


Name 
Address = 
City. Zone eee 


NOWETA GARDENS 
Box 99, St. Charles, Minn. 


“Home of the All-America’s, Appleblossom, Caribbean and Maytime” 
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Old Indian 
a Bcc: oe 


fey, Ir 


The Indians knew that fish made the best fer- 
tilizer. Today, ATLAS Fish Emulsion Fertilizer 
gives the old Indian secret a modern dress. 
ATLAS Fish Emulsion, a concentrated liquid 
fertilizer, is 100% organic with 22 trace 
minerals and plant food essentials. It is 
non-burning AND deodorized, economical 
ond easy-to-use. Just mix a tablespoonful 
with a gallon of water, and feed plants os 
you water. Use ATLAS on everything with 
sofety—in transplanting, for indoor or out- 
door gardens, flowers, shrubs, vegetables. 
Try ATLAS Fish Emulsion Fertilizer—you'll 
be amazed. No fuss, no digging, no storage 
problem with CONCENTRATED ATLAS. Try 
© quart, a gallon, a pint—but TRY ATLAS— 
and watch your garden grow BETTER! 
Since 1945 


- 


Pint .. . $1.00 


Quart . $1.90 
. $6.25 


At your gorden supply store or 
postpaid from 

ATLAS FISH FERTILIZER CO. 
Dept.J, No. 1 Drumm Street 

San Francisco 11, California 


Pionts & Worehouses: Baltimore, 
Los Angeles, Ookland. 


We gvorontee 
you'll be 
pleased, or 
your money 
bock. 


oo 


eee 


Deoler Inquiries Invited 


Popular varieties low as 
5 for $2.95 Ppd. 2-yr., 
field-grown bushes that 
bloomed last summer. Also 
climbers, tree roses, hedge 
roses. Write 


ZILKE BROS. 
NURSERY 
Box 180, Baroda, Michigan 


SBEGONIAS 


Werrold’s Pedigreed 
wa AMERICAN GROWN 


TUBERS 
SEEDS PLANTS 
America’s Most Complete Line 
* Write For FREE Catalogue 0. 80x 29-H 


HARROLD’S ““orccon 


12 


fer Be Ue 





(Continued from page 11) 

garden topsoil or compost and one 
part pulverized peat or horticultural 
peat and one part sand. This soil mix- 
ture should be screened so that it is 
fine particled and free of lumps and 
chunks of partly decomposed organic 
matter. 


Shrubs to Prune Now 


The summer flowering shrubs such 
as hydrangeas, spirea Anthony 
Waterer, and spirea frobeli should be 
cut back now. These shrubs produce 
their flowers on new growth made 
this year. Other shrubs such as lilacs, 
dogwoods, honeysuckle, viburnums 
and the spring flowering varieties of 
spirea bloom on wood developed last 
year. These shrubs should not be 
pruned in spring except perhaps to do 
a little shaping or cutting back of 
straggly growth that was not pruned 
last year. Rugosa roses can be cut back 
if they have grown too tall and shorter 
plants are desired. 


March also is the time to cut back 
overgrown shrubs and old shrubs that 
were neglected for years as far as 
pruning was concerned. They can be 
cut back to within a foot or so of the 
ground. New growth will produce a 
vigorous new top of more acceptable 
size if the plant had grown too tall 
or too large. All pruning should be 
done while the plants are dormant. 


Crocus, scillas, snowdrops (galan- 
thus) and chionodoxas (glory of the 
snow) start growing very early in 
spring, especially if they are in 
sheltered sun-trap positions or against 
the south or east side of the house, 
wall or fence. Winter protective covers 
and leaves that have collected over 
them should be removed to permit 
them to grow normally. 


Some Annual Flowers 


For Midwest Summers 


THOSE OF US 
who live in the 
Midwest have 
long since learned 
that we cannot 
grow many of 
the annuals that 
we see on our 
vacation trips to 
the north or to 
the Atlantic 
coast. If we wish annual flowers that 
will bloom throughout the summer so 





eastern states 

of Mid-America 

by 

Victor H. Ries 
Ohio State University 


that we can really depend upon them, 
we must select carefully. 


Of course, there are cool spots even 
in the corn belt where other annuals 
can be grown, but they are the excep- 
tion rather than the rule. If you are 
fortunate enough to have a location 
such as in a valley at the foot of a 
wooded hill, you will find that the 
cool night air coming off the wooded 
slopes will give your plants somewhat 
the same conditions they would have 
300 miles farther north. 


For a long season of bloom there is 
still nothing better than the many 
forms of zinnias. Whether you grow 
the small flowered or large flowered, 
the dwarf or the tall, they can be 
depended upon. If a few cool nights 
tend to permit the development of 
mildew on the leaves, dusting with 
sulfur in mid to late July and at two 
week intervals after that should en- 
tirely prevent this disease. 


Marigolds are equally satisfactory 
whether they be dwarf or tall, small 
flowered or large flowered. The only 
mistake you may make is planting the 
one or two late flowered varieties that 
are satisfactory only in the South. 


Sweet alyssum, both the white and 
the lavender flowered varieties, is not 
only an all-season bloomer, but is frost 
resistant. It has the added advantage, 
that it often self sows and will come 
up each year from its own seed. 


The Madagascar periwinkle, Vinca 
rosea, really takes our hot summers. 
Unfortunately, for early summer 
bloom, the seed should be started in- 
doors and the plants set out after the 
danger of frost has passed. The white 
is particularly desirable although there 
is also a pink variety. It is the annual 
flowering sister of our common ever- 
green ground cover which we call 
myrtle. 


Versatile Petunias 


Petunias should be a must in every 
garden. Even though you may not be 
able to grow them from seed, you 
can always buy the plants from a 
florist, or garden store. The small 
flowered types are usually easier to 
grow from seed than the large 
flowered. In fact, the small flowered 
will often self-sow and come up each 
year. There are a number of different 


(Please turn to page 62) 
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before you order 

MEYER ZOYSIA grass 

be sure you read the 
testimonials, exclusively 
from Summit Hall Turf 
Farm, featured editorially 
in this issue. 


BE SURE YOU UNDER- 
STAND WHY these home- 
owners are typical of the many 
midwesterners who have had 
success with Summit Hall’s 
Meyer zoysia: 


| They used round, deep-cut 
plugs of genuine Meyer 
zoysia — not sprigs, not 
shallow strips or squares, 
not an inferior zoysia grass. 


They followed Summit 
Hall’sexclusive, simple pro- 
cedures of planting, main- 
taining, harvesting. 


They bought quality ma- 
terial at a fair price, backed 
by an iron-clad replace- 
ment guarantee. There are 
cheaper grasses on the mar- 
ket, but none of Summit 
Hall’s quality. 


They are SATISFIED! 
You will be, too, by follow- 
ing the guaranteed Summit 
Hall method, tested and 
proved nationwide. 


eS 


Order from Summit Hall to- 
day and BE SURE YOU’RE 
SATISFIED. 
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Read this if Meyer 
Z-52 Zoysia Grass 
is new to you 


Developed by the U. 8. 


Green Section, Meyer 
Zoysia forms a lawn of 
firm, resilient turf that 
resists drought and ex- 
treme summer heat, goes 
for weeks without water- 
ing, grows in any soil 
from heaviest clay to 
lightest sand. When es- 
tablished, Meyer Zoysia 
turf is so dense that 
neither weeds nor crab- 
grasscan penetrate, needs 
trimming only every few 
weeks. 

Two-inch round plugs 
are planted with a simple 
garden tool in existing 
lawns or prepared areas, 
one to the square foot, 
and watered well the first 
few days. In less than 
two growing seasons 
Meyer Zoysia crowds out 
weeds and crabgrass, 
forms a sparkling green 
turf from which you can 
cut thousands of plugs 
for your remaining lawn. 
Meyer Zoysia resists 
heavy traffic, withstands 
abuse and offers a cush- 
iony, protective surface 
for play areas, improves 
with age, is hardy in 
winter (30° below doesn’t 
faze it), green and vigor- 
ous all summer long. It 
concentrates its growth 
laterally instead of up- 
wards, builds an exten- 
sive root system that 
holds moisture, thrives 
over extended periods of 
dry weather. In winter, 
Meyer Zoysia turns 
golden brown, resumes 
green color and vigor in 
the spring. If preferred, 
overseeding with a cool 
season grass (i.e. rye, 
bluegrass) produces a 
green-the-year-around 
lawn. 


ATTENTION 


Garden Club Members 


25-minute color-and-sound 
film on Summit Hail Meyer 
Z-52 Zoysia ovailable for 
showing, without charge. 
Write for details, stating 
preferred showing date. 


@ GUARANTEED TO GROW* e So tough it chokes 
out crabgrass e Goes for weeks without water- 
ing e Needs mowing only every few weeks 


: Grows in any soil e Survives sub-zero winters 


Withstands abuse in play areas e Quickly, | 


' easily planted in 2’ round plugs e Needs less 


attention, gives more pride and pleasure than 


/ any other lawn grass known 


INCE 1949, when first samples of the research-improved 

Meyer Zoysia were released by the Agriculture Dept. 
Experimental Station in Beltsville, Md., Summit Hall has 
invested time and acreage propagating what Newsweek maga- 
zine calls a ‘‘Godsend in Grass.’’ You may have read about 
Summit Hall and its Meyer Zoysia in Newsweek, Look, 
Popular Gardening, Flower Grower, Horticulture, and the 
Associated Press. The century-old Maryland farm was fea- 
tured on the Arthur Godfrey television show, The Morning 
Show and Industry on Parade. 


Plug Your Way to a Beautiful Weed-free lawn 





Plugs are packed like Step-on plugging tools Place plugs in pre 
eggs for protection simplify hole cutting. pared holes; press in 
and easy planting. with heel. 


If you’re in a hurry for a beautiful lawn, the greater the area 
you plug this season, the sooner you’ll enjoy a weed-free, 
crabgrass-free, drought-resistant lawn. The remarkable 
spreading action of Meyer Zoysia, however, enables you to 
transplant thousands of plugs from your initial planting, and 
makes it possible to produce a full lawn of Meyer Zoysia for 
as little as $10. Contrast this with your annual purchases for 
ordinary lawn grass seed, fertilizer, soil enrichers, weed 


‘ killers, insect repellents—to say nothing of the time and 


effort you save with Meyer Zoysia. Why not order your first 
guaranteed package today? 

Use coupon or write for name of nearest distributor. 
*GUARANTEE CARD, enclosed in every box of plugs, entitles you to 
teplacement of any plugs which do not survive and thrive in your lawn. 

©1956, Summit Hall Turf Farm 
i ee Be BA tS ao So me 
Summit Hall Turf Farm, Gaithersburg, Maryland 
Please send following order of Meyer Z-52 Zoysia via Railway Express. 
By ordering now for Spring delivery, | take advantage of LOW WINTER 


PRICES. Check or Money Order enclosed—! will pay express charges 
on delivery. 


oO = round deep-cut oO 10 sq. ft.—shipped 
plugs as sod 


Handy Plugging Tools 
Sturdy, cane-type 
Exclusive heavy-duty... 
ici csinicsncscorpenininenascceissiestnineiecataisauaistiinnianit 
Address... 
a 








Ca 


Put in these sturdy budded perennial plants early 
this spring, enjoy a startling show in your garden 
in April and May. Plant as edging in your rock 
garden or along steps, then watch for the wonderful 
massed display all these colors make! 


SPECIAL for early orders! 
For $2 and this ad, two each of above six colors, 
PLUS two free hardy balloon-flower (platycodon). 
Double orders allowed. For each $1 worth ordered, 
please send us 10¢ to help cover shipping. Or will 
ship C.O.D. Sorry, no shipments to Canada or 
Denver west. 


ROCKNOLL Nursery, Dept. FC, Morrow, Ohio 


and Soil Conditioners 


At chain, hardware 
and garden stores. 


COW MANURE © SHEEP MANURE 
PEAT MOSS © HYPER HUMUS 
ROSE FOOD © BONE MEAL © LIME 
VERMICULITE © AZALEA FOOD 


SELECTED ROSES 
de o FOR 
“yao MID-AMERICA 


aot 
gown ee 
a" All Roses 


offered in our 
‘57 catalog have 
been tested for 
growing charac- 
teristics at our 
world famous 


‘GLENDALE ROSE GARDEN 


2905 Lee’s Summit Rd., Independence, Mo. 


Send for your catalog of Mid-America 
Roses today. Complete instructions for 
Mid-America and care throughout the 
season with each order. 


3 VHE FORUM 


your questions answered by C. L. Quear 


How and when should the large flow- 
ered clematis be pruned in the spring? 


B.Y., Ohio. 


Four species of clematis, patens, florida, 
lanuginosa and Viticella have been used 
to create the large flowered types now so 
popular. The hybrids are grouped there- 
fore into five general types, four of them 
named as above according to the dominant 
strain in each. The fifth type is Jackmanii 
which is regarded as a species. The florida 
and patens type bloom on old wood and 
should receive little or no pruning. The 
other three types bloom on the new growths 
and can stand moderate or even severe 
pruning. Too much pruning is more harm- 
ful than too little so as a general rule, cut 
out only the dead wood and older canes 
where new growths are crowding for space. 
At blooming time one can readily tell 
whether or not the flowers are on the 
current year’s growth, and be governed in 
future pruning by this characteristic. In 
any case, the pruning should be done early 
in the spring before any growth starts. 


What is a practical way to keep late 
frosts from ruining the flowers of my 
lilacs? J.D., Iowa. 


The best protection for lilacs, and in 
fact, all early blooming shrubs against 
spring frosts is a heavy mulch around the 
roots. In early winter, after freezing weather 
has set in, a four to six inch layer of 
rotted manure, leaves or straw placed 
around the base of the shrub will serve to 
keep the roots dormant later in the spring 
and delay bud development. Often this 
delay is sufficient to enable the buds to es- 
cape early frosts. Additional slowing of 
early spring growth may be obtained by 
shading the top of the plant with a frame 
made of burlap or muslin. Both protective 
devices should be in place not later than 
early March. 


I have a climbing rose that has large 
clusters of pink flowers, but it has be- 
come so very thick, I am sure it should 
be pruned. When can I trim it so as 


not to harm the main stalks? Mrs, 
0.0.J., Kansas. 

The climbing rose needs little pruning. 
Don’t worry about its becoming too thick. 
Where the growths become heavy some of 
the canes die from lack of light and these 
can always be removed in the spring just 
after the new growth starts. After removing 
all dead wood in the spring, some of the 
new live canes may also be removed to 
shape up the plant and allow light to 
reach all parts of the plant. Don’t prune 
heavily of the live wood. Allow it to die of 
its own accord, and then remove it in the 


spring. 


What pruning should be done on 
black raspberries in the spring? Mrs. 
J.K.L., Indiana. 


Black raspberry canes are biennial. That 
is, the cane that comes up in the spring 
bears fruit the next year and then should 
be removed. So-start pruning in June. First, 
the new canes need to be topped when 
they get to the desired height, usually about 
three to four feet. As soon as a cane reaches 
this height, pinch the top off. It will grow 
a number of side branches after it is pinched 
and it is on these side branches that the 
fruit forms next year. The plants should 
be gone over several times just before and 
during the fruiting season, pinching off 
each new cane as it reaches the desired 
height. As soon as the fruit is harvested, 
all fruiting canes should be cut out, leaving 
the space to the new branching canes of 
the current year’s growth. 


When and how deep should asparagus 
roots be planted? G.W., Nebraska. 


Plant asparagus roots in early spring, as 
soon as the ground is in good working 
condition, usually the latter part of March, 
or early April in your area. Set the plants 
deep, eight to ten inches, but cover the 
plants with only about two inches of soil. 
As they grow, gradually fill up the trench 
in which they have been planted until the 
plants are up and the trench is completely 
filled. 


Send your gardening questions to The Forum, FLOWER & GARDEN, Mid-America 
Building, Kansas City 11, Mo. Those of general interest and timeliness will be answered 
in this column. No questions can be acknowledged or answered except in this column. 
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When in the spring should roses be 
uncovered? Mrs. M.K., Illinois. 


Roses are covered in many ways. Dirt 
is hoed up around the crowns, coarse stable 
dressing, or other litter is placed around 
the base of the plants, or peat moss or 
sphagnum moss is packed around them. If 
any of these methods are used, the mulch- 
ing should be worked out from the canes, 
and away from the crown just before new 
growth starts. As soon as you find some 
of the stem buds starting, usually the 
middle of March, remove the mulch. If 
the removal of the mulching material is 
delayed too long, many of the new tender 
shoots may be broken. If removed too 
early, a late freeze may do damage. In 
your zone, the plants are safe after March 
20. 


What do you spray Madonna lily 
rosettes with during the winter to protect 
them from botrytis? C.S., Arkansas. 


The fungus responsible for botrytis blight 
may overwinter as hardened masses of 
fungus, it may live in lily debris, and it 
may survive in the basal rosettes of leaves 
of the Madonna lily. More important than 
spraying in winter is the removal of all 
debris in which the spores may exist. Re- 
move all diseased leaves, flower stalks, and 
debris in the fall or winter, and even the 
lower leaves from the rosettes of leaves, if 
they appear diseased. Start spraying in 
the spring after growth has started. Spray, 
or dust, regularly with bordeaux mixture, 
especially in warm humid weather after 
the night temperature reaches 60 degrees. 
The gathering and burning of all leaves 
of infected plants is probably the best 
control measure yet found. 


My gladiolus seem to change color 
from year to year. I have bulbs of 
assorted colors and I take them up and 
store them each year. The following 
year they always turn out a rather peach- 
salmon color regardless of their original 
color. Mrs. J.B., Michigan. 


Gladiolus do not change color. They re- 
produce vegetatively and cannot change 
their color in this manner. Probably what 
happens is that the more vigorous growing 
kinds reproduce freely and the less hardy 
ones disappear. 


(Please turn page }) 
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OUR 30th ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL 


ED Aurelian THREE GORGEOUS LILIES ONLY $3.00 


“Limelight” Here’s our greatest bargain offer — 3 beautiful exotic 
lilies — Speciosum “Crimson Glory,” DeGraaff’s famous 
nasturtium-red “Enchantment” (not pictured here) and 
Aurelian Hybrid “Limelight’’ Strain — a gorgeous trio. 
June to August blooming. We offer one bulb each, full 


flowering size. Shipped only in October, 

(Coteleg ote $4.50). feeble only. . $3.00 
(FREE with this special, our ‘57 catalog) 

THE WORLD’S FINEST LILY CATALOG 


48 pages profusely illustrated in color, it lists over 175 
fascinating lilies, many new for ‘57. Also 12 kinds of 
Hardy Cyclamen, the finest Hardy Clematis, special Lily 
Food and spray material. Really, it’s a cultural hand- 
book, invaluable to lily lovers. To get your copy, send 
25c, coin or stamps, TODAY! 


OLYMPIC HYBRIDS LILY SPECIAL 


See in your own garden the absolute perfection of our giant 
Olympic Hybrids (not pictured). They rate the finest. We'll 
mail you in October, three full flowering size 

bulbs, postpaid for only $1.00 


(‘57 Catalog FREE with this offer) 
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Now is the time to root your Cuttings 


MYRACLE ROOTING MATERIAL 


* NEW * STARTLING * AMAZING 


Special material guaranteed to root your 
cuttings — so quickly it is almost unbelievable. 


This is extremely light fluffy clean material that you can spread in a small box or 
tray in your yard or your apartment, stick your cuttings in this material and watch 
them burst out into a great mass of roots—similar to Santa 
Claus’s whiskers. We claim this to be the greatest rooting 
material of all time. With our simple instructions you can 
start rooting your favorite cuttings over night. For only 
$2.98 we send you enough MYRACLE ROOTING MATE- 
RIAL to root 276 cuttings, and you can use this material 
time and time again, until you over-run your yard with 
shrubs and flowers. Instructions included. You can root 
from 1 to 276 cuttings any time with our instructions. There 
will be no wondering whether your cuttings will root or 
not; they are guaranteed to root or your money back. 


RUSH YOUR ORDER NOW BEFORE THE SUPPLY IS EXHAUSTED 


DEPT. K.C. 
LOXI, MISS. 


Rush enough Myracle Rooting Material to root 276 cuttings at one time, $2.98. Double order 
$5.00. Money-back guarantee if not satisfied. 


C) Remittance $ enclosed. Ship Postpaid. 
C] C.O.D. Plus Postage and Charges. 





Why users 


expect 


(and get!) 


more from 
Eclipse 


mowers 


T CAN BE assumed 

that almost any mower 
will cut grass. But folks 
who buy an Eclipse ex- 
pect more than this mini- 
mum performance. They 
expect — and get — low 
cost, trouble-free mowing 
year after year. That’s 
why Eclipse is recognized 
as the standard of com- 
parison . . . the brand 
most mower users plan to buy “the 
next time” for sure. User experience 
quickly points up the need for the kind 
of built-in quality only Eclipse offers. 


$8 


(Based 


The Eclipse extras 


Feature for feature and dollar for 
dollar, you get more value from Eclipse. 
This is a direct result of the factory 
policy of building up to performance 
standards instead of paring quality 
down to meet a price. It stands to reason 
that skilled craftsmen — specializing in 
quality mowers —can provide a master 
touch not possible in factories where 
mowers are only a “sideline” product. 


Easiest starting 


Most people prefer the rope or recoil 
starter. But for those who prefer (or 
for health reasons require) completely 
effortless starting, an electric starter 
is available on many models. A gentle 
touch of the plug starts the engine: 
no work, no strain ! 


dealer finance plan 


— 10% down.) 


Or ane he 
~~ 


Lowest “‘per year’’ cost 


Easy Terms ! Low as 


It may cost just a few 
per dollars more when you 
quam month first buy an Eclipse. But 
user reports prove con- 
clusively that the total cost 
of owning an Eclipse is 
less than for ordinary 
mowers. Eclipse mowers 
are built to last years 
longer and it’s not at all 
uncommon for families to use an Eclipse 
for 15, 20 or even 30 years with very 
little maintenance expense. The rugged 
construction, the craftsmanship that is 
acquired only by half a century of 
specialized manufacture pays off for 
the user. 

A typical letter reported a total 
expense of 87¢ for maintenance of an 
Eclipse power mower over a period of 
5 years. When you consider ALL your 
costs, you see why we say, “Eclipse 
costs you less to own per year.” 


on average 


Free check list to help you 
choose your power mower 


M.z..y families have been confused by 
mower claims and are not certain as 
to what type of mower they should 
buy. So: i» people insist that a rotary 
mower is best, while others just as 
emphatically say the reel type can’t 
be beat. Eclipse makes both kinds — 
has no special “ax to grind.” A check 
list of 8 easily an- 
swered questions 
will indicate the 
type of mower that’s 
best for you. Write 
for your free copy 
of the folder, “How 
to select your 
power mower.” The 
Eclipse Lawn 
Mower Co., Div. of 
Buffalo-Eclipse 
Corporation, 3775-A Railroad St., 
Prophetstown, Ill, 





(Continued from page 15) 

We have a problem with white clover 
over-running our lawn and crowding out 
the blue grass. Since we do not care 
for the clover, we are wondering what 
we could use to get rid of it. Mrs, 
E.E.P., Nebraska. 

Two methods are used to control white 
clover in the lawn. First, white clover 
flourishes in a lawn where the nitrogen 
content is low. Clover adds nitrogen to 
the soil and when the nitrogen content of 
the soil builds up the grasses begin to 
flourish and crowd out the clover. To 
accomplish this same purpose, feed the 
lawn with a commercial fertilizer with a 
high nitrogen content early in the spring. 
Then in late spring, when white clover is 
growing rapidly, spray or dust the lawn 
with any of the selective weed killers using 
2,4-D as the killing agent. It kills all broad 
leaved plants including white clover, but 
is harmless to blue grass. Do not use lime 
in any form on a lawn where white clover 
is a problem. 


I would like to know how to get 
starts from blueberries. I have a bush 
that I have had for years, and I would 
like to get some new starts. W.R.C., 
Minnesota. 

Make hardwood cuttings in early spring 
about six inches long using the new last 
year’s wood. Plant the cutting under a 
closed case, as under a fruit jar, in peat 
moss with only two inches of the stem 
above the surface. Care must be taken to 
keep them moist and to provide ventilation 
on warm days. The cover over the cuttings 
is to provide high humidity and to keep 
off air currents. The cutting may be started 
in either a ground bed in the garden, or 
in a container indoors. 


I have a Japanese flowering quince 
which is four years old. It grows lovely 
bright green leaves and branches, but 
never has a bloom on it. Could you 
tell me why it persists in not flowering? 
Mrs. E.R.E., South Dakota. 

Likely the Japanese quince is not hardy 
in your location. It probably sends up new 
canes each spring from the roots and makes 
a healthy plant, but winter kills before the 
wood becomes old enough to bear flowers. 
Try planting it in a more sheltered place, 
or giving it some winter protection. 


Would you suggest some of the best 
delphinium varieties to grow in our 
climate, which is prone to be hot and 
dry during the delphinium 


season? Mrs. L.J.G., Oklahoma. 

The perennial delphinium is a northern- 
region cool climate plant, that cannot thrive 
in warm regions with hot summer soils. 
The variety makes little difference. The 
variations obtained by different strains of 
delphinium pertain chiefly to the size of 
the flowers, to flower heads, height, strength 
of stem, branching habit and color. They 
are devitalized by extreme heat and drouth. 


growing 
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SEVENTY YEARS AGO, the crape myrtle 
(Lagerstroemia) was practically un- 
known north of the Southern states 
and a narrow strip of land in the 
southern part of those states which 
border the “Old South.” If it was 
grown farther north, it was a “tub” 
plant or was grown in a greenhouse. 
Today the crape myrtle is found 
growing and blooming out of doors 
south (or even a little north) of a 
diagonal line drawn from Wichita, 
Kansas, to Boston, Massachusetts. This 
does not mean that it is always hardy 
in the usually accepted sense of that 
term. But the fact that it blooms only 
on wood of the current year’s growth 
enables it to freeze to the ground and 
then grow up in the spring to a height 
of six to eight feet and bloom glori- 
ously from early August until freezing 
weather in October or November. 


My ‘watermelon red’ crape myrtle 
was still in bloom last fall until the 
second week of November. To be sure, 
the blooms were not as gorgeous as in 
August and September and many buds 
remained that never opened. But it 
was a demonstration that this wonder- 
ful shrub does not succumb to the first 
breath of winter, for the temperatures 
in this region several times during the 
fall hovered at or below the freezing 
point. Location gives slight, if any, 
protection to my specimen. 


Freezing Not Harmful 


Location, however, can be of con- 
siderable benefit in preventing freez- 
ing of the crape myrtle if this is 
thought to be advisable. When you re- 
call that the crape myrtle blooms only 
on the current year’s wood and that 
a good supply of such wood is neces- 
sary if abundant bloom is to be had, 
it seems just as well to let your shrub 
freeze to the ground. It is true that a 
sheltered location will frequently keep 
your crape myrtle from freezing, but 
you are no better off, for in order to 
get a sufficient supply of current 
year’s wood, you will have to cut it 
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by George Marshall, Kansas 


The CRAPE MYRTLE 
Is Northward Bound 


back severely. Just a short time ago, 
two friends of mine whose crape 
myrtles had reached a height of 10 
to 15 feet, told me that since new 
growth was made only at the top— 
and not very much there—they were 
cutting their shrubs back to the ground 
in order to secure more and prettier 
blooms. 

Location of another sort has much 
to do with crape myrtle hardiness. For 
instance, in Chicago even the roots 
are inclined to freeze, but in the same 
latitude a little farther east, crape 
probably due to the fact that the 
Chicago area gets land winds while 
the other region’s winds have blown 
over water. It is not so much the dis- 
tance north that causes the freezing 
of the crape myrtle as it is other cli- 
matic features—winds, elevation, 
amount of humidity, and even local 
topographical characteristics. 


Formerly thought 

of as only a 
Southern shrub, 

the crape myrtle 

is found more 

and more in 
northern communities. 








A Hardy Variety 

The crape myrtle can be had in 
various colors. Different varieties will 
produce blooms that vary from laven- 
der to purple, pink of various shades, 
and even white. I prefer the pink 
which is often advertised as ‘water- 
melon red.’ It is not only showy, but 
still delicate, and I am inclined to 
think it is a little hardier. In my 
estimation it is also a better bloomer 
than most varieties in that the total 
blossom is larger and more uniform 
in shape and color. It has no cultural 
whims and does well in any good 
garden soil. It likes a little more water 
while it is blooming, but shows no 
tendency to wilt even in the driest 
summers. 

Since its blooms are delicate, it will 
respond better if it is protected from 
strong winds. It likes the sun, but 
does not need it all day. An eastern 
exposure is, therefore, excellent. If 


(Please turn to page 53) 
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Weok canes are being removed from this fine bush. Note heavy growth Soaking in muddy water has coated this root system with a nice pro. 
of canes, and the thick mass of roots. Canes which will be left will be tective coating. The roots are well dampened, and the mud insures thot 
trimmed to about eight inches from the crown of the plant. air pockets will not be formed near roots during planting. 


The mound of soil in the center of the hole serves as a planting guide, Fill the hole to within four inches of top, then hold plant upright and 
and the roots are spread down around it. The rule locates proper walk around in the hole to pack soil firmly around the roots. 
position of the crown of the plant. 


cm 


Fill hole with water and let it soak in before more dirt is put around The hole has been filled and the soil mounded up around the canes. 
the bush. This will settle soil around the roots. This will prevent drying out until roots establish themselves, and moy 
prevent cold damage. Remove the mound when warm weather arrives 


and growth starts. 
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‘THE SPRING GARDENING SEASON Calls for the planting 
of rose bushes. You may want to replace old bushes, or 
add to the plants already in your garden. Possibly you are 
a new home owner and are planning a new garden 
entirely. Whatever may be the case there are tried and 
proven steps which lead to successful rose growing. 

In selecting the new bushes be sure to get the best 
plants available. The difference in price is not worth 
considering when plant growth and production of blooms 
enter the picture. A poor bush will take as much space 
as a well developed one, and the yield will not be nearly 
as satisfactory at blooming time. 

If you order your roses, buy from a reputable dealer, 
choosing the best grade he offers. These are usually 
select, number one, two-year bushes. If you buy locally, 
select husky plants which have a number of canes. If the 
plants are individually packaged you cannot tell much 
about the root system, but a fair judgment is that a bush 
with a mass of strong canes will likely have a good root 
system to have produced the growth. A seemingly sense- 
less move will be to prune these canes back severely and 
even remove the weak ones. What the grower is after is 
the root system and a husky base from which prize blooms 
may come. 

A good procedure is to dig the holes several days before 
the bushes are obtained. Make the holes about 30 inches 
across and 24 inches deep. It’s a good idea to fill the 
holes with water a couple of times, a day or so before 
planting, to make sure the soil is well dampened. 

On planting day, assemble the plants and all equip- 
ment. Remove the packing from the plants, examine for 
damage, and place them in a bucket or tub of muddy 
water. Leave the plants in this for a couple of hours to 
soak the roots thoroughly and give them a good coating 
of mud. 

When ready to set out plants, take pruning shears and 
cut back all canes to seven or eight inches from the 
crown. Cut out the weak canes entirely. When pruning, 
cut the canes on a slant, above the eyes or buds which 
point outward. Thus, the new growth will be to the 
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how to plant a ROSE 


by W. C. Vanderwerth, Oklahoma 


outside of the plant and the bush will spread, which will 
not be the case if the buds point inward. 

Examine the roots carefully and trim off all broken 
ones. If roots are dead, trim back to live wood. Do this 
root trimming carefully to remove as little as possible. 
Put tree wound compound on all spots where canes were 
cut off to seal and prevent loss of moisture and to prevent 
insects from entering the soft center of the canes. Replace 
plant in the muddy water and prepare the hole for 
planting. 

Place about a gallon of peat moss in the bottom of 
the hole, add a shovelful of soil, and mix thoroughly. 
Add a bit more soil and form a mound in the center of 
the hole. Shape it nicely, take the rose bush and place 
it on top of the mound, and spread roots down around 
it in the hole. See that the crown is just about even with 
the soil level of the garden, preferably a bit higher. The 
plant will settle as the soil firms down. Crumble the soil 
and work around the roots, and fill hole to within four 
or five inches of the top. 

Hold the bush firmly with the hands and pack soil 
around the roots by walking around in the hole. Now is 
the time to apply fertilizer. The roots should all be 
covered so they will not come in contact with the plant 
food. With us, a favorite fertilizer is cottonseed meal, 
about a pound to the plant, sprinkled in the hole around 
the outside edge. Other good fertilizers are dried cow 
manure, or complete chemical fertilizers. After the ferti- 
lizer is added, add a couple of inches of soil, and then 
fill the hole with water, being careful not to disturb 
position of the plant. Let the water soak in, then finish 
filling the hole with soil. Pile soil up around the canes 
until only about three inches remain in sight. 

This mound will keep the plant from drying out until 
the roots have become established and growth starts. It 
will also serve to prevent cold damage. When danger of 
cold has passed and growth starts, carefully remove the 
mound. Keep the plants well watered, spray often, culti- 
vate as needed, and look forward to a crop of beautiful 
blossoms. # 


SPRING 


Prune it 


Fertilize it 


is a critical 


time for ROSES 


by Lester Satterlee, Missouri 


A FEW WARM pays in March and 
early April and our rose hungry souls 
hurry over anxious hands to the clip- 
pers. Out we go to start pruning, 
which will start new growth. Or per- 
haps we just cannot wait to uncover 
those roses and get that tiresome work 
out of the way. 


These two things (1 —too early 
pruning, and 2— too early uncover- 
ing) have caused more loss in our rose 
garden than anything I can think of. 
Success with your roses this year de- 
pends on what you do now. 


I remember one year that we had 
definitely decided that this time for 
sure we were going to have an early 
spring. Even the bushes themselves 
seemed to tell us so, for they were 
leafing out under the mound of soil. 

My wife and I spent the whole day 
unmounding the hybrid teas and haul- 
ing the soil back to the garden. All 
our muscles were talking back to us, 
but the urge of spring was still with 
us, so we dashed out to a greenhouse 
to buy some pansies that Bea wanted 
for her border bed. Before we returned 
it had started to turn cold, and the 
radio warned us that we were in for 
a hard freeze that evening. Needless 
to say we were well overworked by 
the time the 350 roses had been re- 
hilled. 


Wasn’t it an Irishman who said 
that “It wasn’t the falling that hurt, 
but the stopping so quick”? Just so 
with vegetation in winter. It is not 
so much the freezing as it is the sud- 
den thawing that expands and con- 
tracts the cells in the stems or canes 
causing them to crush one another. 
This is what destroys more roses than 
anything else. In short, winter protec- 
tion is largely to prevent rapid change 
of the temperature in the canes of the 
bushes. 


Damage during winter is, in a great 
majority of cases, caused by bright 
sunshine and perhaps high winds fol- 
lowing a very hard freeze. 

If your roses haven’t started to 
leaf out, some prefer to give the bushes 
a dormant spray of liquid lime sulfur. 
This helps to destroy the insects and 
diseases that might have survived the 
last few months. 


When to Prune 

Delay pruning until all signs of a 
freeze have passed, as heavy pruning 
forces the plant to grow faster. Your 
schedule is not tied to the calendar. 
It depends on when the rose shoots 
begin to grow, usually the last part 
of April. 

When pruning be sure to use a 
sharp knife or shears so as to prevent 
tearing the canes. 
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To prune hybrid teas remove all 
broken and winter injured wood with 
all surplus canes that tend to over- 
crowd the bush. Remove all but three 
or four good strong sturdy canes, 
thinning out all the spindly twigs. Cut 
back to the green wood (this may 
mean to the ground in the northern 
area) or to eight to 12 inches high 
depending on your own desires, but 
do not cut back to the ground unless 
the wood is definitely dead. Prune 
to a bud that is pointing outward as 
this helps to make the plant more 
bushy and leaves the center open for 
better air circulation. If your plants 
are in a bed, prune the outer bushes 
an inch or so lower than the center 
plants for this gives a better over-all 
effect. Also it makes it easier to cul- 
tivate and fertilize the bed. 


In pruning floribundas it’s better 
not to prune lower than 12 to 18 
inches, thinning out as in the hybrid 
teas. 


The new grandiflora class can be 
pruned to suit your own wishes. They 
will grow from four to seven feet tall 
in a season, and we generally prune 
ours to two feet. 


Everblooming climbers, shrubs, and 
old fashioned roses require very little 
pruning other than to shape the bush 
and remove the dead canes. 


With the other types of climbers it 
is best not to prune any of the bush 
until after the climber has bloomed. 
Then old canes may be removed and 
the plant shaped. The dead canes 
should be cut out as soon as possible. 


Tree roses can be uncovered as soon 
as all signs of freezing weather have 
passed. Then prune them just as you 
would a hybrid tea, cutting the canes 
back from eight to 12 inches and re- 
moving all branches but three or four 
good strong sturdy canes. 

It’s advisable to paint the ends of 
all the branches that have been cut 
with some good wound compound to 
protect them from stem borers. 


When to Uncover 


Removing the winter protection can 
be accomplished at the same time that 
the pruning is done. 


Remove the soil on a cloudy day, 
being careful not to damage the new 
shoots. Do not remove more soil than 
has been used to hill, thus exposing 
feeder roots of the roses which are 
quite frequently next to the surface 
of the ground. 
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One necessary precaution is to be 
sure that the top of the soil is well 
cleaned and free from leaves, 
branches, chickweed and bunches of 
clover. 


If you have had any blackspot or 
mildew last year it is a good idea to 
cover the ground as well as the bush 
with an all-purpose spray or dust. 


The first application of fertilizer is 
made on this clean surface. This 
should be rather heavy as roses are 
hungry plants at this time after having 
been dormant all winter. We recom- 
mend one and a half handfuls of a 
good commercial fertilizer such as 
5-10-5 or 4-12-4. 

Spread this evenly around and 
under the bush. Do not let the ferti- 
lizer touch the bush. If it does, wash 
it off immediately. If the ground is 
dry enough to work, the plants should 
be cultivated very lightly, not more 
than an inch below the surface. This 
helps to put the fertilizer down where 
the roots are waiting. The feeding 
should be accomplished once a month 
until September. 


If you have not had the usual 
amount of rain at this time, it is a 
good idea to use the hose to give the 
plants a deep soaking. Roses are heavy 
drinkers and require what is equiva- 
lent to an inch of rain a week, so if 
your roses are not receiving the proper 
amount of moisture, give them an 
added drink of water. 


About Mulching 


A rather controversial subject is 
whether to mulch now or wait until 
June. Since the seasons seem to have 
changed, bringing less rain the last 
several years, I would recommend 
that you use a heavy mulch as soon 
as possible. What kind to use is 
another good subject for discussion. 
If you have access to any well rotted 
manure, that is undoubtedly the best 
mulch. We do prefer to use the com- 
mercial manure as it has been treated 
and all the weed seeds have been 
killed. Peat moss, ground corn cobs, 
buckwheat hulls and a new one of 
ground walnut shells are all good 
mulches. 


Having been cared for like this, 


your roses should not only win a: 


ribbon at the spring rose show but 
they should produce a beautiful plant 
and blooms all summer long—if you 
stick to a regular schedule of feeding, 
watering, and dusting or spraying. # 


Garden Gadgeteer 


Have you a favorite gadget you have 
made? Describe it briefly and send a 
sketch if one is necessary. We pay from 
$2 to $5 for each idea accepted. Ad- 
dress FLOWER & GARDEN Maga- 
zine, Mid-America Bldg., Kansas City 
11, Mo. 


If you take your climbing roses 
down off the trellises every fall for 
winterizing, then put them up again 
in the spring, here is a handy “do it 
yourself” vine hanger to simplify the 
job (see sketch). 

Use Y-inch diameter copper or 
aluminum wire, because it is small 
enough to be bent with the fingers 
or a pair of pliers and big enough so 
it won’t cut into and damage the bark 
of the rose vines. 





If you have been using strings to 
tie up the vines, you know how they 
cut into the bark. Although strips of 
rags do no damage, they are unsightly. 
Both strings and rags are forever get- 
ting caught on the thorns while you 
are tying up the vines and you some- 
times wish you had three hands. 

You can make the hangers any size 
or shape you wish, but the shape 
shown is universal and can be used in 
any position. 

To install the hangers, hold the 
vine with one hand against the trellis 
in the place where it suits you best, 
and slip the hanger over the vine 
where it intersects with the trellis. To 
take down the vines simply unhook 
the hangers and put them away for 
use next spring. They can be used 
over and over again. 

Just a word of advice—watch your 
vines during the growing season and 
do not allow any canes to grow be- 
hind the trellis. Always keep them 
on the face of the trellis. When a cane 
gets tall enough to reach the next 
crossbar, slip on another hanger and 
you will find you can train the vines 
to grow in any direction you wish.— 
P. G. Dennison, Wisconsin. 
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Tuts story is of interest to all lovers of the “queen 
of flowers.” American gardeners now can grow the 
world’s finest roses in their own yards and gardens with 
relatively little effort or expense, and each year finds more 
homeowners turning to roses, not only for beauty, but 
for almost every landscaping need. 

The vast increase in popularity of roses can be at- 
tributed in large measure to the success of the All- 
America program inaugurated in 1938 by a group of 
the country’s leading nurserymen-rosarians to give the 
average gardener a dependable basis for identifying the 
best among new rose varieties introduced annually. No 
longer must a home garden be a testing ground. Instead, 
one now can obtain pre-tested roses with more beautiful 
colors, more fragrance, and richer rewards in flowers 
from top-quality plants. 


‘Golden Showers’ 

























































































What the AARS label means— 


The Story of the 


by Ralph M. Dasher, 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer 


All-America Rose Selections is a non-profit corpora- 
tion, national in scope, and independent of all other 
All-America judging organizations. Prior to its forma- 
tion, the gardener had no means of determining the 
quality of new rose introductions. The Plant Patent Act 
of 1930 put rose hybridizing on a business basis, and for 
the first time, growers could introduce and market new 
varieties with the assurance of a fair return from their 
originations. This encouraged increased activity among 
rose breeders and led to the establishment of large 
research programs and an expansion of planned rose 
hybridization. 


Thousands of new rose varieties appeared, many of 
them vastly improved over those of the past. Unfor- 
tunately, however, a plant patent does not denote su- 
periority or higher quality. It merely certifies that the 
variety is different: it may or may not be better. The 
mass introduction of patented roses before nationwide 
testing was destroying the public’s confidence in new 
roses. Few amateurs could afford to test the multitude 
of new varieties to choose those suitable for a particular 
locality; commercial growers faced a similar dilemma 
and were forced to market new roses on a purely specu- 
lative basis. It was to solve these problems that All- 
America Rose Selections came into being. 


Truly All-America 


The name “All-America Rose Selections,” or “AARS,” 
means exactly what it implies, that a rose bearing the 
AARS seal may be grown anywhere in the United States 
with the expectancy of top performance. Of numerous 
new varieties, it has been judged outstanding in all 
characteristics by a group of the nation’s top rosarians. 


This does not mean that some variety may not excel 
in a given location under specific conditions. It does 
mean that AARS award winners are the roses which 
have shown the finest balance of many qualities in all 
climates. The name “All-America” rather than “All- 
American” was chosen because selections need not be 
American in origin, but may come from anyone anywhere 
in the world. Any new rose origination is eligible to com- 
pete without restrictions except that the new variety may 
not have been sold previously in the United States for 
outdoor planting. The entrant must also agree to co- 
operative production and introduction, if his entry wins. 


New entries are tested for two years at 25 official test 
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gardens, which are in all sections of the country and 
include the widest possible variations of soil and climate. 
Many of these testing grounds are located at leading 
educational institutions and public gardens; some are 
near the various nurseries. An impartial judging panel 
of master rosarians, consisting of amateurs and profes- 
sionals, horticultural leaders and commercial growers, 
studies the roses under growing conditions. 


Tested Two Years 


Entries are evaluated many times during a first spring, 
summer and fall. After demonstrating an ability to 
overwinter in good condition, they are scored throughout 
a second spring, summer and fall. Scoring is by a uni- 
form point system—actually four systems, because the 
schedule of points and characteristics varies according 
to the type of rose (hybrid tea, floribunda-polyantha, 
grandiflora, or climber-pillar). All-America roses must 
receive high ratings for such qualities as novelty, vigor, 
habit, disease resistance, foliage, bud form, flower form, 
stem, floriferousness, substance, opening color, finishing 
color, and fragrance. 


For floribundas, emphasis is upon spray rather than 
stem; both spray and stem are considered for climbers, 
and the latter class also contains a score for “cleaning 
itself.” Points of the grandiflora class stress the character- 
istics which set aside this type as different. Garden care 
is intended neither to neglect nor to pamper the entries 
under test, but to simulate that given the average home 
gardens as regards planting, insect and disease control, 
feeding, watering, and winter protection. 


At the end of the two-year testing period, judges 
submit a final evaluation of each entry, with comments 
upon its behavior during the entire trial. This provides 
an accurate picture of characteristics during different 
periods of blooming. Scores from the 25 gardens are 
average and tabulated to show the relative final standing 
of competing entries in the several classes. 


After the scores and comments of the judges have 
been discussed openly at the next meeting of All-America 
Rose Selections, members vote by secret ballot to decide 
which, if any, variety is worthy of award. Most members 
have observed the performance of entries at the test 
gardens and demonstration gardens, maintained by 


Mid-America, March, 1957 23 


ALL-AMERICA ROSE SELECTIONS 





many of them for the purpose of becoming familiar with 
the merits of each entry. A two-thirds favorable majority 
is required. This and the exacting standards of excellence 
demanded, eliminates all but the finest varieties. 


Distribute New Winners 


Every year AARS ships the newest all-America roses 
to public rose gardens throughout the country. The 
roses are donated by the introducers of the winning 
roses. Plants are sent the season preceding catalog listing. 
Not only does this assure such gardens of a constant 
source of the newest and finest roses, but it also gives 
the public an opportunity to see the latest award winners 
under actual growing conditions in their own and other 
areas. 


(Please turn to page 52) 


‘White Bouquet’ 

















































































Some of 
America’s finest 
public rose 
gardens are 
found in 

our area: 
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Mid-A\merica's 
SARDENS 


by Frank H. Abrahamson 
American Rose Society 


IF YOU LOVE ROSES, why not see how your favorites 
perform in various parts of the Midwest by planning 
your summer vacation trip to take in some of these 
outstanding rose gardens? 

If you’re lucky enough to have a month’s vacation, 
you can see them all. Or, take a week end jaunt to one 
or more of the gardens within a day’s drive of your home. 

Incidentally, the gardens contain many other plants 
worthy of anyone’s attention who is interested in gar- 
dening, and you'll pick up many valuable landscape 
pointers to use in planning your future gardening efforts. 

Many local rose societies, individuals and cities have 
combined their interests and labor to provide these roses 
for your enjoyment. You'll be amazed at the results 
they have achieved and more convinced than ever that 
the rose is truly Mid-America’s flower. 

Starting in Chicago, let’s take a circular swing through 
the Midwest: first westward, then south and east, finally 
returning to the windy city. 

On the first day, your engine will hardly be warmed 
up when you reach your first stop at the rose garden 
in Chicago’s Washington Park. Fifteen hundred 
hybrid teas, hybrid perpetuals and floribundas grace the 
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large area. In the future, you'll be able to visit a new 
72,000 square foot garden now being planned for the 
city’s Marquette Park. 

Moving north on Lakeshore Drive, stop at the 
Gardener’s Memorial Garden in Highland Park. This 
one-third acre rose bed contains a fine array of 1,200 
hybrid teas, floribundas and teas, viewed by about 
7,000 persons last year. 

Now swing north on US 45 to reach the Alfred L. 
Boerner Botanical Gardens in Whitnall Park at 
Hales Corners, five miles southwest of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Five thousand roses representing all classes 
make an outstanding display spread over two and a half 
acres in the park. New introductions are planted each 
year for the enjoyment of a half million visitors an- 
nually. This is the home of Milwaukee’s annual flower 
show. American Rose Society members from throughout 
the country will see much of this park during the 
Society’s 58th annual spring convention to be held in 
Milwaukee June 20-22. Browse through the extensive 
library before hunting up a motel for the night. 

Next morning, move northwest on US 16, and later 
on US 61 to your next stop in Minnesota. As you drive 
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past the state capitol in St. Paul, 
notice the newly-dedicated Veteran’s 
Memorial Rose Garden. Two thou- 
sand bushes in three groups make 


colorful accents to the building’s 
architecture. 
The All-America Rose Selections 


trial garden and American Rose So- 
ciety display are in the Municipal 
Rose Garden across the river in 
Minneapolis’ Lyndale Park. Besides 
these two sections, the garden has an 
outstanding display area enjoyed by 
visiting rosarians from all parts of the 
country. 

Early the next day cut southeast on 
US 61. You'll find that tall corn isn’t 
all that grows in Iowa. Beautiful roses 
abound in Davenport’s Municipal 
Rose Garden. Twenty-eight hundred 
hybrid teas, hybrid perpetuals, flori- 
bundas, climbers and shrub roses thrive 
here and are admired by an estimated 
150,000 visitors each year. 

After sweet dreams of roses, con- 
tinue west on US 6 the next morning. 
Des Moines’ Greenwood Park Rose 
Garden attracted 15,000 visitors in 
1956 who came to see the 1,200 hybrid 
teas, floribundas, climbers and shrub 
roses planted in the rose garden’s one 
and a half acres. 

While you're this close, be sure to 
take a short 30-mile side trip north 
on US 69 to Ames to see the All- 
America Rose Selections trial and 
American Rose Society display garden 
maintained by Iowa State College. 

A healthy half-day drive farther 
west on US 30, later connecting with 
US 77, brings you to the one and a 
half acre Municipal Rose Garden 
in Lincoln, Nebraska. You'll find 1,500 
profusely-growing hybrid teas, grandi- 
floras, hybrid perpetuals, floribundas, 
climbers and shrub roses which form 
a fitting background for the city’s 
annual rose show. You'll be as glad 
as last year’s 100,000 visitors that you 
didn’t pass up this opportunity to see 
how roses perform on the Great Plains. 

For the next three days you'll move 
along varied scenic routes toward the 
northwest to find Missoula, Montana’s 
four-acre American Rose Society dis- 
play Memorial Rose Garden located 
in Sunset Park on Highway 93. The 
1,600 rose plants represent all types 
of roses now in commerce, both old 
and new. 

Moving southeast through Yellow- 
stone Park and along the eastern 
slope of the Rockies for the next three 

(Please turn page }) 
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days, you'll arrive at Longmont, 
Colorado’s one-acre Memorial Rose 
Garden nestling in Long’s Peak’s 
famous shadow. New varieties of hy- 
brid teas, floribundas and climbers are 
added to the 1,000 plant grouping 
each year. The park commission hopes 
to light the garden soon so that you 
can enjoy the high-altitude blooms 
both night and day. 


Fifty miles farther south, the rose 
garden of the Denver Botanical 
Gardens reigns in the queen city of 
the Rocky Mountain Empire. Thirty- 
five hundred roses in the garden’s 
one and a half acres highlight the 
surrounding plantings in the vast City 
Park. 


After a night’s rest in the brisk 
mountain air, continue south through 
Raton Pass for the next two days to 
New Mexico’s southeast corner to 
reach the unique rose garden created 
for patients in the Hobbs Hospital 
yard. 

Next morning head northeast. Roll- 
ing into Oklahoma City, you'll find 
the Municipal Rose Garden in Will 
Rogers Park. Nearly 5,000 old and 
new roses fill the garden’s two acres 
to form an attraction for this oilman’s 
domain. 

On the following day take US 270 
northwest to reach Woodward, Okla- 
homa’s Rose Garden. The 2,200 
hybrid teas, grandifloras, hybrid per- 
petuals, floribundas and climbers, sup- 
plemented by late introduction speci- 
mens, are the city’s pride and joy. The 
park was created when the city began 
to rebuild after a disastrous tornado 
in 1947. 

It’s only a short run on US 183, 
and later US 54, to Pratt, Kansas. 
Recipient of an award for landscape 
design given by the Kansas Associated 
Garden Clubs when it was established 
last year, the Municipal Rose Gar- 
den already boasts over 1,500 rose 
plants to add a bright spot in the 
midst of the surrounding wheat field 
scenery. 

After driving north on US 281, then 
east on US 50 for the better part of 
a day, you'll roll into Kansas City, 
Missouri, where you'll want to be sure 
to see the 26 year old 5,000 plant dis- 
play in Loose Park. The All-America 
Rose Selections trials and American 
Rose Society display are located here. 
A central fountain and nearby music 
shell lend a restful setting for this 
stellar attraction which draws 200,000 
visitors a year. 
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A few miles east of town, the Glen- 
dale Rose Garden brightens Inde- 
pendence, Missouri. About 25,000 
visitors a year stop to see the 5,000 
plants, including tree roses, in this 
All-America Rose _ Selections _ trial 
garden. 


Next day cross the state on US 40. 
Just before the Mississippi rolls into 
view, stop to see the St. Louis, 
Municipal Rose Garden, surrounded 
by the Art Museum, Zoo and Jewel 
Box glass conservatory, in Forest Park. 
A half-million visitors in 1956 oh’d 
and ah’d at the striking display of 
10,000 roses planted in the two-acre 
American Rose Society display gar- 
den. 


Two days later you'll reach Knox- 
ville to see the beautiful grounds con- 
taining the American Rose Society 
display garden at the University of 
Tennessee. Notice the unique way the 
roses are planted on a contour to 
lend themselves to the surrounding 
rolling terrain. 

If you start early the next morn- 
ing, you'll be able to see four more 
outstanding gardens that day. Pro- 
ceeding north on State 33, then on 
US 25E, drive by the entrance to 
Lincoln Memorial University just 


outside Middlesboro, Kentucky, and 
notice the hybrid teas, floribundas and 
climbers planted there. 


A short drive northwest, first on US 
25, then US 150 and finally on State 
35, brings you to the rose garden in 
Harrodsburg, Kentucky’s Pioneer 
Memorial Park. Here the old species 
roses reign supreme and dramatically 
call attention to historic moments in 
past centuries while graphically illus- 
trating the ancestral lines from which 
all modern varieties are derived. 

Continuing northeast, you'll find 
Columbus’ Park of Roses in Ohio, 


FREE LAWN BOOKLET 


A new 64-page booklet “Guide to 
Better Lawns and Gardens” is avail- 
able free to readers of FLOWER AND 
GARDEN Magazine for Mid-America. 
The booklet has excellent informa- 
tion on care of lawns and gardens 
that will be helpful to the beginner 
as well as the experienced gardener. 
Ask for booklet “Guide to Better 
Lawns and Gardens,” and send your 
name and address on a postal card 
or letter to: Margaret Herbst, Dept. 
F & G, 101 Park Ave., New York 
ag, N.Y. 


the heart of the nation’s amateur rose- 
growing empire. More than 30,000 
plants of all types fill the park’s 13 
acres with prolific bloom during the 
growing season, providing a fitting 
background for the American Rose 
Society’s headquarters at the park. It’s 
a mecca for the society’s 16,000-plus 
members from more than 300 as. 
sociated and affiliated clubs in this 
country and abroad. 


A mile south of the park, stop to 
see the American Rose Society display 
and All-America Rose Selections trial 
gardens at Ohio State University. 

Next day, take US 23 and later US 
42 northeast to picturesque Bay Vil- 
lage, a Cleveland suburb on the shores 
of beautiful Lake Erie. Here the 
Memorial Rose Garden in Cahoon 
Park is still in the process of develop- 
ment, but the half-acre plantings of 
1,500 roses of 400 varieties are an 
eye-opening greeting to the weary 
traveler. 

After a good night’s rest, start west- 
ward, taking US 2 to Toledo, then 
US 223 to its junction with US 127. 
Lansing, Michigan, and its next door 
neighbor, East Lansing, boast two out- 
standing northern Midwest rose gar- 
dens worthy of your attention. At East 
Lansing is the American Rose Society 
display garden at Michigan State 
University. At Lansing the Cooley 
Garden contains nearly 1,000 roses 
of all types. 


By now, the rose bug has bitten you 
harder than ever, and you can’t wait 
to get home and show your neighbors 
how to put what you have seen into 
practice. 

Get an early start on your last day. 
Stop for a few minutes when you 
reach Fort Wayne, Indiana, south of 
Lansing on US 27. You'll delight in 
Lakeside Rose Garden’s 7,000 rose 
plants thriving in the 35-year-old 
eight-acre American Rose Society dis- 
play garden. 

After lunch head into the final west- 
ward lap of the journey on US 30. 
Swing northward on State 43 for the 
last stop at the Persian Rose Gar- 
den in Michigan City, Indiana’s In- 
ternational Friendship Gardens. Here 
is a magnificent display of several 
thousand hybrid teas, grandifloras, 
hybrid perpetuals, floribundas, climb- 
ers and teas in this world-renowned 
park. 

Then home to your own rose gat- 
den, where, no doubt, a new rose or 
two will be blooming to greet you.* 
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A summer flowering bulb 
with culture like a glad and 
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a water tank for summer drouth . . . 


the TIGER flowers 


by Mrs. Forrest Huss, lowa 





IF YOU HAVE NOT grown Tigridia 
Pavonia, commonly known as shell 
or tiger flower, you've a treat in store. 
A semi-tropical plant from Mexico 
and Chile, it does well in Mid-America 
gardens, planted in groups for summer 
display much as tulips are used in the 
spring. There are many species, but 
Tigridia grandiflora is the form most 
used in gardens. 

Colors run from white to yellows, 
orange, shades of rose and striking 
red. The five- to seven-inch in di- 
ameter flowers have three petals with 
a spotted or banded cup in the center, 
and they last just one day. However, 
each sheath has several buds which 
will give a lasting display from July 
until frost. The foliage is short, though 
strong, with sabre-like leaves that may 
grow to 18 inches with flowers several 
inches above. 

Tigridias are usually grown from 
bulbs set four to six inches deep (they 
are not particular), in rich moist soil, 
eight inches apart in sun. The bulbs 
make a peculiar carrot-like root below 
the bulb when first planted which is 
their “water tank” for the dry days 
of summer. 

Plant only when soil is warm in 
spring with temperature 60 degrees 
or more. In any good garden soil, 
well-drained and rich in food with 
a light mulch later on and moisture 
as needed, tigridias should produce 
more blooms per season than any other 
known bulb. 

May be Grown from Seed 

‘Tigridias may be grown from their 
radish-like seed in flats as one would 
handle any coarse seed. They germi- 
nate readily and after a few weeks, 
can be transplanted to nursery rows 
in the vegetable garden for cultiva- 
tion. Even the seedlings grow water 
tanks, and with good care, should 
bloom the second season. 

After the first hard frost, dig the 
bulbs carefully so as not to injure 
the water tanks, though on older 
bulbs these have probably been ab- 
sorbed. Cut tops back to within one 
inch of the bulb top. Store deeply in 
damp sand or peat moss immediately, 
in a cool temperature (as near 40 
degrees as possible), away from mice. 
If they are allowed to dry out at any- 
time, much of their vitality is lost. 

Tigridias may also be propagated 
by bulb increase. Do not separate the 
bulbs until you are ready to plant 
them in the spring. If divided in the 
fall, they will decay.* 
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Three problem situations 
and how they were solved 


PICTURE WINDOWS: 


saints or 


sinners? 


by Jack Siebenthaler, Ohio 


. English Yew (or) Green Island Holly (or) Dwarf Pfitzer Juniper 
. Sweetbay Magnolia (or) Blackhaw Viburnum 

. Myrtle (or) Japanese Spurge (or) English Ivy and Daffodils 

. Improved Yew (or) Mugho Pine 


WINDOW 


ENTRANCE WALK 


SKETCH "A’ 


ENTRANCE 


Whenever I am asked to suggest a 
planting for a picture window, my 
mind asks the question, “Is it really 
a picture window?” 

So many times a picture window 
is located in such a way that it creates 
a problem of treatment with respect 
to satisfying the true purpose for which 
it was intended, which was, presum- 
ably, to provide a “living picture” in 
the living room or family room. 

Having admitted the faults, let us 
examine possible ways of treatment. 
I believe there are three possibilities 
to consider: (1) wunderplanting, or 
planting adjacent to the window itself 
without particular respect to distant 
views; (2) enhancing the existing 
view, which is effective from both in- 
side and out, and (3) creating a pic- 
ture in the case of an existing objec- 
tionable view or otherwise bothersome 
situation. 


Picture Window “A” 


Underplanting (see sketch “A”) 
can be accomplished effectively with 
simple, clean use of appropriate plant 
material. Close attention must be 
given to the ultimate size of plant ma- 
terials, or the ease of trimming and 
general maintenance. 

In the illustration, a low plant type 
directly under the large window, pre- 
cludes much trimming other than an 
occasional touch-up with hand clip- 
pers. The purpose of the larger plant- 
ing on either side of the window is 
to frame or flank the window and 
also to break up the usual long hori- 
zontal line of the more contemporary 
house. 

Ground covers, used in a situation 
of this nature, make for easier main- 
tenance as well as year-round beauty. 
The bright spot provided by the spring 
bulbs would make any visitor feel 
welcome. 
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Picture Window “B” 


In sketch “B,” a suggestion is made 
to enhance an existing view of de- 
sirable nature which presumably is 
the excuse for the picture window. 

Again, the two larger plants at the 
corners tend to frame the view, but 
this time looking from the inside out. 

As pictured, the planting in general 
tends to create a longer vista and by 
maintaining a simple and uniform 
planting on either side, the eye is 
aware of pleasant surroundings, but 
is not unduly distracted. 


Picture Window “C” 


Probably the greatest play for the HAND W 
imagination to make is the creation 
of a “picture” as seen in sketch “C.” 
Here is not only a simple screening SKETCH B° 
process, but an attempt to provide a 
genuine feeling of contentment when- 
ever the picture window is brought 
into the scene. 
No definite space requirements have 
to be met in order to stay away from 
the house; however, adequate space 
allows for an expanded choice of plant 
materials and a freer treatment of 


those materials. f . Washington Hawthorn (or) Viburnum Burkwoodi 
I choose to think of the “created . English Yew (or) Andorra Juniper (or) Improved 


picture” in terms of a background ie. Siiniditienietaiinene 
plus interest feature. This necessarily os 
carries with it the need for a good 
appearance from the public viewpoint. 
Other methods, not shown (and de- 
pendent on local ordinances as well 
as terrain formation), are the use of 
fences of the solid or stockade type, 
and the possible use of a ridge of soil 
with low planting atop to give a low, 
solid background. 


can ota acres 
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COVERED PATIO TH+ 


Features, as mentioned, might be 
little more than a mass display of roses, 
or a choice variety of flowering crab- 
apple, or they may take the form of 
a reflecting pool, or a bird feeding 
area. 
To briefly summarize these saints or 
sinners, let us say that we must recog- LL SRETCH C: 
nize the particular type of problem 
and then choose the correct plant 
material to bring the true perspective 
to the picture window into view. © 


- Scotch Pine (or) Hemlock (or) Upright Yew 

» Moraine Locust (or) Hard Maple (or) Red Oak 

» Flowering Crabapple (or) Lavell’s Hawthorn 

- Viburnum Burkwoodi (or) Mahonia 

. Japanese Yew (or) Japanese Holly (or) Pfitzer 
Juniper 

. Annuals 

- Myrtle or Japanese Spurge and Bulbs 

- Short fence sections 
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ASPARAGUS 
for health 


and flavor 


Never plant asparagus directly upon organic material. Turn 
it in well first with a garden fork or a rototiller. This task will 


also loosen the subsoil for good growth. 


No oTHER early spring vegetable 
has as much food value as asparagus. 
Plant a stand in your garden, and en- 
joy years of good, nutritious eating. 

Far too few home gardeners actually 
grow asparagus in their gardens. Per- 
haps they are unaware of the food 
value contained in this early vegetable. 
One cup of green asparagus provides 
as much as 200 units of vitamin A, 
116 units of vitamin B, and 1,600 units 
of vitamin C. This is far in excess 
of that found in one cup of the more 
common vegetables such as beets, car- 
rots, and cucumbers. The vitamin C 
in one cup of asparagus is far greater 
than that in half of a large grapefruit, 
or in a tall glass of pineapple juice. 
So you can see how asparagus helps 
your body build up resistance against 
disease. 


Asparagus, because it is such a 
robust perennial, bearing spears once 
a year for 15 to 20 years, saves the 
gardener considerable time and money 
—time because it need be planted only 
once, and money because once 
planted, no more expense is involved. 
That is, unless the gardener wishes 
to fertilize and side-dress for a bigger 
and better crop. 


Where Asparagus Can Be Grown 

Asparagus can be grown success- 
fully in all parts of the United States, 
but does especially well in the Mid- 
western and Plains states. The winters 
here stop the growth of asparagus, 
giving it that needed rest period to 
store up food and energy for next 
year’s growth. Without this needed 
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by Betty Brinhart 


rest, asparagus becomes less vigorous, 
and more spindling as the years go by. 

Asparagus will grow well in many 
different kinds of soil, providing each 
is well-drained, loose, and porous. The 
hungry roots reach far and wide in 
search of food and moisture. 

The soil in most gardens is excellent 
for asparagus culture, for it usually 
contains organic material which these 
plants love. But care should be taken 
not to plant them in the poorest sec- 
tion of the garden. Asparagus will not 
thrive in a sandy soil with a porous 
subsoil that does not retain moisture, 
or in a soil with an impenetrable hard- 
pan that interferes with good drain- 
age and growth. 

For best results, plant the strain 
known as ‘Mary Washington.’ It is 
a wonderful yielder, with thick, green 
spears. It also is completely resistant 
to rust, a disease that can wipe out 
an entire planting in one season. This 
variety may be grown from seeds for 
larger plantings. But for the home 
garden, it is best to purchase one- 
year-old plants. 

When buying, keep in mind that 
20 to 25 plants are needed for every 
member of your family. These will 
produce enough spears for eating right 
out of the garden, and for canning 
and freezing. 

Many growers, because they have 
an excess of three-year-old plants on 
hand, like to urge buyers to purchase 
these for small plantings. The truth 
is that very few of these older plants 
actually catch on when planted. Some 
may produce sooner, but the majority 


often take as long as one or two- 
year-olds to send up decent spears. 
So, a gardener is better off buying one- 
year-old plants. His stand will be 
healthier, and his expense less. The 
extra year he waits for good spears 
will pay off in bigger and heavier 
yields. Buy from a reliable nurseryman 
who guarantees the variety. 

When to Plant 

Asparagus plants, or crowns as they 
are called, may be set out as early in 
spring as the ground can be worked. 
In the far South, it is best to plant 
in late fall or early winter for good 
stands, for heavy rains often prevent 
an early enough planting in spring. 

Locate the bed on either end of the 
garden, along the fence, or in some 
fertile corner. Work the soil deeply 
by plowing, spading, or rototilling. 
After the soil has been prepared, open 
the furrows with a shovel, the depth 
depending upon the type of soil. The 
sandier the soil, the deeper must be 
the furrows. The richer the soil, the 
more shallow the furrow. In gardens 
where the soil is reasonably rich, the 
trench may be five or six inches deep. 
Make each trench 18 inches wide to 
provide plenty of room for the long 
roots. 

It is worth one’s time and effort to 
apply at least three inches of aged 
barnyard manure, compost, leaf mold, 
or rich timber top soil beneath the 
roots. Before setting the plants, work 
the material into the soil. When all is 
mixed well, make six inch high mounds 
with your hands, 18 inches apart in 
each furrow. Set one plant upon each 


Flower & Garden Magazine for 





mound of earth, and spread out the 
roots evenly in all directions. The 
crown should be pressed down firmly 
into the very top of the mound for 
anchorage. 

Cover each plant lightly as soon as 
it has been set to prevent drying out. 
When all plants have been planted, 
fill in each furrow to about two inches 
above the crowns. Firm the soil gently 
with the foot, taking care not to break 
off any buds that have formed on the 
crowns. 


The distance between rows depends 
upon the method of cultivation to be 
followed. If the gardener intends to 
cultivate with a team or tractor, the 
rows should be placed six to eight 
feet apart. If hand cultivation is to 
be practiced the rows may be as close 
as two feet. 


As soon as the plants have been 
covered, flood each furrow with water. 
If the weather turns especially dry, 
water well once a week until rains 
come. 


As the plants grow, the trench may 
gradually be refilled with earth. When 
all plants are around two feet high, 
level the soil, then mulch heavily with 
at least eight inches of old hay, grass 
clippings, straw, or peanut shells. 
Ground corn cobs and wood shavings 
are also good. Some gardeners prefer 
to leave the space between rows bare, 
hoeing when necessary to keep down 
weeds. Mulching is far better for the 
plants. Do so if at all possible, as it 
helps to keep the soil porous, retains 
moisture, and feeds the plants every 
time it rains. It will also cut down 
on labor. Any asparagus patch that is 
heavily mulched will require no more 
work for the season. 


Fertilization 


Under ordinary circumstances, if 
plenty of plant food was applied in 
the base of the trench before plant- 
ing, little or no fertilizer is needed 
for a number of years. But if one 
wants exceptionally large yields, a side 
dressing of nitrate of soda may be 
used, one handful to each plant. This 
should be scattered before the mulch 
is laid. 

The next spring, a 5-8-7 (five per 
cent nitrogen, eight per cent phos- 
phoric acid and seven per cent potash) 
or a 5-10-5 fertilizer may be purchased 
to give the plants an added _ boost. 
Apply half the needed amount before 
the plants start to grow. The other 
half should be given after harvest. 
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Because asparagus thrives best on organic fertilizer, put plenty of it into each trench. Aged 
cow manure or compost is best. The planted row on the left is uncovered to show the proper 
planting procedure. Note the massive root systems. 


C 


When planting, make six inch mounds of dirt. Place one asparagus root upon each, spreading 
the long, hungry roots out evenly in all directions. This prevents crowding, and provides the 


plant with more food. 


If your soil is rich, however, use only 
a top dressing of aged cow manure 
placed beneath the mulch in sizable 
clumps. If this practice is followed 
after harvest each spring, no other 
fertilizer will be necessary, and the 
yields will be good. 

Usually no spears are cut from 
plants the first year. All top growth is 
needed to help develop a sound root 
system. The second year allow two 
or three spears to develop into top 
growth immediately, while all other 
spears are cut for six weeks. After that, 
allow all spears to develop into top 
growth. The third year, all spears are 
harvested for the length of the aspar- 
agus season. 

To harvest spears in the garden, 
merely snap them off at soil level. 
This is the best method by far, since 
no knife injury will occur to young 
shoots beneath the soil. If you must 
use a knife, push it into the soil for an 


inch or two, right down the side of the 
spear to be cut, then twist the knife 
slightly to sever the shoot. Blind cut- 
ting beneath the soil can seriously 
damage young shoots. This, in turn, 
results in unsightly and crooked spears. 

Cut asparagus at dawn for maxi- 
mum freshness. If the weather is very 
hot and rainy, harvest twice a day, 
once in the morning, and once in late 
afternoon. When proper conditions 
exist, asparagus spears grow rapidly. 
If not cut in time, they will bolt into 
fern-like growths in a matter of hours. 

Immediately after harvesting, re- 
frigerate, can or freeze the spears to 
preserve food value. If you plan to 
sell them, tie in equal bundles of about 
25 spears each. Cut the stems off 
evenly, then place, bottoms down, in 
shallow trays of water to preserve 
freshness until sold. Do not allow 
spears to wilt for much food value is 
lost this way. # 
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Either clay pots or tins will grow good mums. Note where the tin cans have 
been punched for drainage. These plants have been properly topped, pinched 


and disbudded. 


THE AMATEUR GARDENER should try 
growing potted chrysanthemums out- 
doors during the summer. The process 
itself is basically simple and even 
with a minimum of care the results 
are usually gratifying. 


Besides, there are a number of ad- 
vantages in having chrysanthemums in 
pots. They make wonderful gifts when 
they are in bloom in the fall. I even 
know a few amateur growers who have 
turned professional after the first year 
and have made money selling their 
plants. 


So far as use in the garden is con- 
cerned, potted chrysanthemums are 
the answer to the problem of putting 
color into the fall borders. In their 
portable pots, the mums may simply 
be placed in the beds after they have 
begun to bloom. This overcomes the 
usual objection that mums take up 
precious space in the borders all sum- 
mer long, without providing flowers. 
Incidentally, this is one of the main 
reasons why chrysanthemums are not 
more popular as a border perennial. 


Another good use for potted mums 
is for window garden or greenhouse 
color in late fall and early winter. 
Bring the potted plants in when frost 
approaches and they will bloom and 
last until long after the outdoor mums 
are frozen and gone. 


Before going into potted mums very 
far, one must become well acquainted 
with the types and varieties suitable 
to one’s locality. Not all the classifica- 
tions, nor all the various varieties of 
each classification, fit into the potting 
picture. 
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Kinds to Try 


The classifications which deserve at- 
tention are the cushions, hardys, pom- 
pons, spiders, spoons, and exhibitions. 
Varieties adaptable for potting include 
most of the hardys, nearly all of the 
cushions, a few of the pompons, and 
several of the spoons, spiders and 
exhibitions. The first three types grow 
low and bushy, are prolific bloom pro- 
ducers, do not require disbudding and 
give little call for staking. With the 
last three, disbudding is a necessity, 
and these require heavy pinching back, 
as well as stake support. However, 
these last three types are usually the 
most prized. 


All varieties of each classification 
have definite bloom dates which rarely 
vary, irrespective of geographical lo- 
cation. The dates are based upon nor- 
mal planting time, which is from April 
1 to May 15, depending upon the 
prevailing climatic conditions. 


The usual bloom dates of each class- 
ification will range about as follows: 
cushions, September 10 to November 
15; hardys, September 10 to October 
15; pompons, October 5 to November 
15; spiders, October 10 to November 
10; spoons, October 10 to November 
10, and exhibitions, September 10 to 
November 15. Varieties within each 
class will also vary. One should be 
sure not to choose varieties whose 
normal blooming time comes after the 
frosts have begun. 


Tin Cans or Clay Pots? 


The first decision is what form of 
pots to use. There are only two; there- 


try potted |r 


fore, choosing is simple. One choice 
is gallon tins, painted to improve their 
appearance and durability—they rust 
quickly when not coated. The bottoms 
must be punched for drainage. These 
are usually obtained “for free” from 
bakeries and restaurants, and one is 
generally thanked with the removal. 


Punching for drainage is best ac- 
complished with a fruit juice can 
opener, making four openings in the 
bottom. These cans well serve their 
purpose, even if not presenting the 
appearance which clay pots do. Even 
so, when the cans are wrapped with 
an attractive paper, the friends re- 
ceiving the plant will be so pleased 
that the container will be of little 
consequence, when compared to the 
blooms. 


The other possibility is clay pots. 
Although they add to the looks of 
blooming plants, there is much to off- 
set that advantage. In the first place, 
the cost is close to prohibitive. The 
price will undoubtedly be a fluctuating 
one, from 18c to 28c for a seven-inch 
pot. Yet, this is only a part of the 
objections to them. Being porous, they 
permit rapid drying out of their con- 
tents. Thus, the grower is faced with 
constant watering. I'll cast my vote 
for gallon tins. 


The next consideration is plants. 
Choose the varieties to be grown ac- 
cording to their bloom dates, keeping 
in mind the probable first frost date 
for your area. Should you have chrys- 
anthemums in your garden, you have 
at hand the necessary cuttings to be 
rooted. If you are unfamiliar with 
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mums this summer 


the process, which is simplicity itself, 
the following information will be use- 
ful. 

Rooting Cuttings 

As soon as frosts have left your soil, 
the mum plants will evidence a new 
interest in life. The leaves take on 
better color, and small shoots appear 
around each plant, coming upward 
from the root systems. These are the 
shoots which will serve as new plants 
after being rooted. When shoots have 
reached four inches in height, break 
each one from the root, strip all leaves 
from the stem for about an inch from 
the base, then cut the stem just below 
a node. A discarded razor blade does 
the job well. 

There are two rooting mediums 
from which to choose—washed build- 
ing sand or coarse vermiculite. Either 
will yield satisfactory results. 

Use a wooden box large enough 
for the number of cuttings to be 
rooted. Should the box be over 3% 
inches high, it would be well to cut 
it down. The contents, whether sand 
or vermiculite, should be moistened. 

The next day, put cuttings into the 
sand or vermiculite. After packing 
down the mixture, space off the rows, 
and you are ready to start. Use a 
rooting hormone. There are several 
good ones on the market, so take your 
pick. 

Dip the ends in the hormone, then 
shake off any excess and force the 
cuttings gently into the rooting mix 
up to the lower leaves. If properly 
prepared, each cutting is at least 34 
of an inch to one inch deep in the 
mixture. 
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by Fred V. Greene 


Put the box where no sun can reach 
it and wait for results. The best root- 
ing results are effected by ample light, 
but an absence of sunshine. The root- 
ing mixture must be kept damp, but 
not wet. Depending on the time of 
year, rooting usually takes place in 
from three to four weeks. Warm nights 
force rooting action, but chilly nights 
retard it. 

Everyone may not be fortunate 
enough to have chrysanthemum plants 
in the garden to take cuttings from. In 
that case, it will be necessary to 
locate someone who sells them. Local 
growers who have an ample list of 
varieties might be just the ones to 
consult. Otherwise, it might be well 
to correspond with growers who ad- 
vertise in garden magazines. 


Soil Mixture 


The next step is to prepare the 
soil into which you will plant the 
rooted cuttings. Best results will be 
obtained from a mixture of five parts 
sifted top soil, one part sifted and 


This is an example of 
what is likely to happen 

if one neglects to top the " 
plants and pinch them ‘94 
back to promote sym- 

metry and bushiness. 
Some varieties wiil 
spraddle worse than 
others. 


well rotted cow or steer manure, and 
one part of ground peat moss. Should 
the soil be heavy, one part washed 
building sand should be added. 


If your plants are shipped to you 
from a distant grower, they may come 
with bare roots. If so, immerse the 
roots in cold water for an hour; then 
plant in the pots which you have pre- 
pared. As a general rule in deep frost 
zones, planting can usually be started 
from May 1 to May 10. Where light 
frosts prevail, potting can be under- 
way from April 1 to May 1. In no 
frost areas, potting should be from 
March 15 to April 15. 


The required number of pots should 
have been filled with the potting mix- 
ture, to within two inches of the top. 
Each pot should be heavily watered, 
then allowed to stand for a few days 
so that the moisture will be well 
spread. 

When putting the rooted cuttings in 
place, trowel a hole large enough to 

(Please turn to page 40) 





For Color 


PLANT GERANIUMS 


by E. C. Volz 


lowa State College 


Use geraniums outdoors in beds, borders, urns, pots and boxes. Here they are combined 
with snowy white petunias and sky blue ageratum in a sunny garden border. 


A WELL-KNOWN GARDENER in Ver- 
mont was asked, “How do you grow 
your geraniums?” and the answer 
came back promptly, “Every way.” 
This just about explains the versatility 
and adaptability of this old garden 
and house plant favorite. 


The geranium’s ability to bloom 
throughout the garden season has per- 
mitted this plant to share some of the 
popularity of one of its few compet- 
itors, the modern rose. Unlike the rose, 
which is found as a native plant in 
most temperate and cool climates, the 
geranium, by contrast a native of 
South Africa, had to adapt itself to 
both Europe and America. Obviously, 
it has done a good job in becoming 
acclimated in all countries where flow- 
ers play an important part in our daily 
living. Many travelers in England, 
Spain, France, Germany, Switzerland, 
Holland and the Scandinavian coun- 
tries have been impressed by the pro- 
fuse plantings of geraniums in Euro- 
pean gardens. Liberty Hyde Bailey, 
the noted horticulturist, once re- 
marked, “If a window or a garden 
can have but one plant, that plant is 
likely to be a geranium.” 

The current popularity of the gera- 
nium in America seems to be associated 
partly with the trend towards ranch 
style homes. This trend probably will 
continue. The one story home with its 
rather severe lines can best be land- 
scaped with dwarf bedding plants, 
using a minimum of tall shrubs or 
trees as in conventional home land- 
scaping. In the ranch house setting, 
geraniums will be at home in garden 
beds or borders, in special built-in 
planters or as potted plants, and will 
provide a maximum of color for a 
minimum of labor, watering and gen- 
eral outlay. 
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Kinds to Grow 
Home gardeners are often confused 
by the terms pelargonium and 
geranium. 


The name geranium is the popular 
term applied to the many species and 
varieties belonging to this large plant 
family, whose ancestral home is the 
Cape Colony of South Africa. The 
correct botanical name for all of these 
species is Pelargonium but in Amer- 
ica, most gardeners reserve the name 
Pelargonium for the Lady Washing- 
ton or Martha Washington type of 
geranium. When the term geranium 
is used in a strict botanical sense it 
applies to a group of hardy perennial 
plants commonly called Wild Gera- 
nium or Cranesbill. 


The common geranium, subject of 
this article, is sometimes referred to 
as the zonal geranium, due to the 
horseshoe marking of the leaves of 
many varieties. In addition, horticul- 
turists also recognize the following 
groups: 

Fancy or Variegated Leaved 
Geraniums: Beautiful foliage 
and color variations. Better adapt- 
ed to indoor culture in pots. 
Scented-Leaved Geraniums: 
The leaves, when crushed, give 
off a wide variety of delightful 
aromas. The peppermint and 
rose geraniums used for flavor- 
ing jellies are favorites in this 
class. Flowers are small and in- 
significant. Best grown as pot 
plants. 

Ivy-Leaved Geraniums: Foliage 

quite similar in texture and form 

to the common English Ivy. 

Flowers showy in color and size. 

Plants have a trailing habit, which 

adapts them to window box and 

planter use, rather than bedding 
arrangement. 

Lady Washington Geraniums: 


This is the group which is also 
known as Martha Washington 
and by the fanciers as Pelargon- 
tums. Unfortunately their erratic 
behavior in flowering does not 
recommend them for culture in 
the prairie states. 
Cactus and Oddities: In this 
group we can include the so- 
called cactus geraniums, spring 
types, succulents and climbers. 
They are popular with geranium 
collectors and hobbyists. . 
Culture of Common Geraniums 
There are literally hundreds of 
named varieties of geraniums but not 
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all of them are qualified to meet the 
home gardener’s rigid requirements 
of continuous bloom and attractive 
foliage from Memorial Day until 
frost, when used in outdoor plantings. 
This is due to variety differences in 
climatic adaptation, disease resistance 
and flowering habits. Modern breed- 
ers are taking these limitations into 
account in their quest for new gera- 
nium varieties. Some good performers 
in the various color classes under Mid- 
western conditions are as follows: 
RED 
Radio Red 
Pride of Camden 


PINK 


Olympic Red 
Better Times 


Mme. Landry Poitevine 
Pink Supreme 


WHITE 


Mme. Buchner Madonna 
Gregerson’s White 


PURPLE 
Springfield Violet 

For outdoor use it pays to plant 
potted geraniums, grown from slips 
or cuttings. Young plants in 2!/-inch 
pots are useful for early planting and 
are not as cumbersome as larger plants 
when ordered by mail. Florists can 
supply geraniums out of 3-inch or 
4-inch pots for local delivery. 


May is the best month for planting 
geraniums out of doors and the exact 
date will vary from early May in 
warmer sections, to late May and early 
June in more northerly areas. In select- 
ing a location for geranium plants, 
keep in mind that they flower much 
better with ample sunshine and will 
do best in a south, west or east ex- 
posure. Heavy shade over a long 
period of the day is not desirable. 


Soil is no problem as the geranium 
can adapt itself to a variety of soil 
types. The typical silt-loam soils of the 
prairie states will grow good gera- 
niums. If they are to be grown in a 
soil that is not fertile to start with, add 
a small amount of well-rotted manure. 
A soil of poor texture may be im- 
proved by working peatmoss_thor- 
oughly into it and feeding lightly with 
a complete commercial fertilizer. 


In the planting process, set the 
plants at about the same depth at 
which they stood before transplanting. 
Water plants thoroughly at planting 
time. Subsequent watering will be de- 
termined by natural rainfall but 
should be more frequent in hot dry 
weather than in cool weather. 


When geraniums are grown in pots 
or planters, special soil mixtures are 
advised. A standard mixture consists 
of 3 parts garden loam, 1 part peat 
and 1 part sand. As in the garden, 
geraniums in pots may be given light 
applications of commercial fertilizers 
from time to time, but feeding should 
never be overdone. If a soil is known 
as capable of producing good vege- 
tables or flowers, it should be satisfac- 
tory for geranium culture. 


Plantings of geraniums will always 
be improved if dead leaves and flow- 
ers are carefully and promptly re- 
moved from the plant. With the fin- 
gers break all dead leaves and flowers 
where they are attached to the main 
stem. # 


Fancy-leaved geraniums stand out in bold contrast against common zonal varieties in the 
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POWER MOWERS 
are here to STAY! 


by Richard Husselbee 


THE MASS EVACUATION of the cities to Suburbia has 
revolutionized the art of lawn cutting. The old hand 
mower which adequately served the city lot is losing 
ground to the power mower in Suburbia where lawn 
areas of 10,000 square feet are common. 

At the end of World War II many firms entered the 
power mower business. Some failed, new ones took their 
place, and today the industry has more than 70 major 
manufacturing firms producing more than 3,000,000 
power lawn mowers annually. A buyer in search of a 
new tool to cut his lawn is offered a wide selection. Many 
manufacturers produce several models ranging from the 
standard hand-pushed reel type mower costing $18 to 


the deluxe riding mower with lights for night operation 
and costing $500. 


There is also a choice given in the type of power unit 
used to power your mower. Manufacturers are using 
electric motors, two-cycle and four-cycle gasoline engines 
to propel their units. The electric motor is limited in its 
use to relatively small and open lawns because it is 
restricted to an area which can be serviced by an ex- 
tension cord which has to be plugged into an electrical 
outlet. 

2-Cycle — 4-Cycle 

The two-cycle gasoline engine needs high speed to 

develop full: power. It is most popular with the manu- 
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facturers of the inexpensive brand of power mowers 
because it can be cheaply mass produced. It is light 
weight of die-cast construction and it is expected to give 
a minimum of 100 hours of service before any major 
repair work is needed. For this reason the two-cycle 
engine is generally associated with power mowers which 


are not expected to get more than 30 hours of operation 
a year. 


The four-cycle gasoline engine will develop full power 
at a much lower speed. It is of cast iron construction, 
machined similar to the engine in your automobile and 
uses basically the same principle of operation. Because 
this engine is more expensive to produce, it is used on 
the larger and more expensive models and it is expected 
to give a minimum of 500 hours of service before a 
major overhaul is required. 


You can be relatively sure that the engine on your 
new mower is a good one if it bears the trade name of 
one of the major engine manufacturers. A few mower 
manufacturing firms have tried to make their own en- 
gines, but it has been proved over and over again that 
they can buy a better engine from an engine manuiac- 
turer at a lower price than they can make one in their 
own shop. That is why you see so many of the major 
mower manufacturers using the same engines. 
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Rotary Type 

The most popular power mower being purchased today 
js the rotary mower. This machine has captured the 
heart of the American man because it will cut higher 
erass than the conventional reel type mower, thus re- 
quiring fewer cuttings per year. This mower uses a 
vertical shafted engine with a horizontal cutter bar which 
spins parallel to the ground attached to the end of the 
shaft. The leading edge of the cutter bar is filed sharp like 
a knife blade and these blades spinning at high speed 
do the cutting. 


For these blades to be efficient they must be kept 
sharp. A dull cutting edge will tear and injure a fine lawn. 
An owner of a rotary mower has to be careful of rocks 
and stones on his lawn. This cutter bar spinning faster 
than 2700 revolutions per minute can send a stone the 
size of a golf ball hurtling through the air at a dangerous 
speed. Larger stones which may offer greater resistance 
offer another hazard as contact with them may result 
in bending the crank shaft of the engine. To keep this 
possibility to a minimum, leading manufacturers place 
a reinforced bearing on the crank shaft down close to 
the cutter bar. This prevents the shaft from whipping. 

To show the power that a rotary mower has, one 
manufacturer buried 2 x 4 timbers in a field with the 
ends poking just a few inches above the ground and 
then ran over them with his mower. The result was 
“a shower of splinters and flying chips.” Unlike the reel 
mower, the rotary mower’s cutter bar is always in motion 
when the engine is going. Therefore, keep your feet and 
hands out from under the protective housing. 

Rotary mowers are not always self-propelled. The 
smaller models are often hand pushed and the 1.75 h.p. 
engine drives the cutter bar only. Because they usually 
weigh less than 50 pounds, they are relatively easy to 
push over the flat or gently sloping lawns for which 
they were developed. For larger lawns or for those which 
have considerable grades it is suggested that a self- 
propelled mower be used. This machine, because of its 
extra weight and complicated driving mechanism, often 
requires a 2.75 h.p. engine. 


REINFORCED 
GEARINGS 


SHAFT 


CUTTER BLADE 


This simplified view shows the usual arrangement of 
the business end of a rotary mower. The shaft passes 
through a cone-shaped or rounded housing which 
contains one or sometimes two reinforced roller 
bearings, a safety feature to protect the shaft from 
bending and whipping. On this type of mower, the 
cutting shaft is simply an extension of the drive shaft 
from the engine. 











In contrast to the rotary mower all reel-type mowers 
which mount engines are self-propelled. Many lawn en- 
thusiasts prefer the reel-type mower. Because its weight 
is evenly distributed over two relatively large wheels, 
its maneuverability is better than the fixed positioned 
four-wheel rotary mower. The cutting action of the reel- 
type mower is similar to a pair of scissors which cuts off 
the blades of grass evenly and smoothly and lessens the 
possibility of injury to the turf. 


In selecting the right mower for your own needs there 
are two things to consider beyond how much you can 
afford to pay. How much lawn area do you have to cut? 
And how much time can you afford to spend cutting 
the lawn? The problem of lawn maintenance is not at 
all serious for the person who can keep his lawn in shape 
with an hour’s attention per week, but it does become 
a considerable chore when maintenance time builds up 
to several hours. Time spent cutting grass is non-produc- 


tive and we should devote as little time to this activity 
as possible. 


At a comfortable walking speed of three miles per 
hour a 20-inch power mower will have a cutting capacity 
of approximately 23,000 square feet per hour. Of course 
with turns at the end of the rows, overlapping, detouring 
around trees and following garden contours this capacity 
for cutting will be greatly reduced. It is expected how- 
ever, that you should be able to cover 16,000 square feet 
an hour and still have time for a drink of water. 


However, now that Suburbia has recognized that 
power is here to stay, it now seems that the trend of 
ownership is towards the riding mower. These “hot rods” 
are versatile mobile units that can pull the garden cart, 
seeder and fertilizer spreader as well as cut a 30-inch 
path in the grass. They are powered with engines of from 
three to six horse power and will cover the terrain at a 
clip up to six miles per hour. For the home or estate with 
several hours of lawn cutting each week they are a must 
—and besides, they are fun to drive. # 






















This machine with the “new look” is a riding lawn mower. Steer it by forward 


and backward control on the wheels. It turns on a dime, reverses in an instant, 
and offers the operator ideal visibility and comfort. , 


Mid-America, March, 1957 





37 














The 1957 ROSE Debutantes... 


“A ROSE IS A ROSE...” but when it is a brand 
new rose it is something special. The average person 
can hardly realize how many thousands of different 
roses there are in the world. Yet every year we have 
new ones. 

They are the work of breeders who have found 
in the new plants, they believe, some superior qualities 
of size, color, form, or habit that make them worth- 
while additions to this huge world of roses. Many 
times the varieties soon go back into oblivion. Once 


in a while, a truly great variety appears (like ‘Peace’) 
that will unquestionably stay forever among the big 
names of rosedom. It is this chance of greatness that 
makes new varieties so exciting, both to the breeder 
and to the gardener. 

Here is a panoramic view of some of the 1957 rose 
debutantes. The brief descriptions tell a little about 
each and how it can be used. Of course, these are 
only a sampling of the new varieties to be offered 


Pink Lustre—Developed 
in Holland and proved 
adaptable to U. S. condi- 
tions, this pink hybrid tea has 
large exhibition-type flowers 
of classic shape. Buds are 
deep rose, but the color light- 
ens as the flower opens. 
Blooms are plentiful on me- 
dium tall (3 foot) plants 
with glossy, disease-resistant 
foliage. Jackson & Perkins 
Co. 


this year. 


HYBRID TEAS 


»/ 
tnt 
Burnaby—This highly 
rated Oregon rose is an ex- 
hibition type with good last- 
ing qualities. Blooms reach a 
size of 4 to 6 inches, are pale 
yellow fading to near-white. 
They are borne on long 
strong stems, either singly or 
with as many as five to- 
gether. The bush grows to 
4% feet and is vigorous. 
Peterson & Dering. 


Ardelle —- Large-flowered, 
free blooming. this cream- 
white hybrid tea is expected 
to be a good exhibition rose. 
Flowers come one to a stem, 
and are mildly fragrant. The 
plant is strong and branch- 
ing. inheriting many of the 
good qualities of ‘Peace,’ 
which is its parent. Buds are 
high pointed, with petals 
gradually curling back as the 
flower opens. Melvin E. 
Wyant. 


Midnight—A hybrid tea 
of very dark black-red color, 
this rose lives up to its name. 
For its color class it has an 
outstandingly strong and well- 
foliaged plant with high re- 
sistance to mildew. Buds are 
long and slender, opening 
into firm flowers of medium 
size, with cinnamon-clove 


fragrance. Armstrong. 


Lady Elgin—This hybrid tea fea- 
tures a rich and unusual color combi- 
nation. Starting in the bud stage it 
displays an orange and apricot hue 
which lasts throughout the life of the 
bloom. Exceptional length of the 
stem makes the rose good for cutting. 


Conard-Pyle. 
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The Duke—Classed as a hybrid 
tea, this rose has a habit of producing 
from three to 15 blooms per stem—all 
of large (five to six-inch diameter) 
size. Color is rich carmine, with gold 
markings on reverse of petals. Bush 
is vigorous, tall, and has leathery, 
strong foliage. Peterson & Dering. 


Audie Murphy—(See front cover.) 
Named for the World War II hero. 
turned movie star, this rose is a fitting 
tribute. It is particularly attractive in 
the bud. Color is rich crimson, chang- 
ing to luminous cherry red as the 
flower opens. Blooms open to about 
five inches. Roseway. 


Flower & Garden Magazine for 








er.) 
eT. 
ing 
, in 


ng- 
the 
out 


FLORIBUNDAS 


Moonsprite — Many little urn- 
shaped buds of pale gold open to long- 
lasting blooms on this compact plant. 
Flowers are gold centered, shading to 
white at outer edges. Individual blooms 
are two to two and a half inches 
across. Medium-size plants are appro- 
priate for low hedges or borders. 
Armstrong. 


Sumatra—A bright future is ex- 
pected for this rose, a descendant of 
the famous floribunda ‘Fashion.’ 
‘Sumatra’ is a dazzling, iridescent 
signal-red color, producing blooms in 
lavish quantities. Flower clusters are 
pyramidal. The plant is well branched, 
hardy, vigorous, medium height. Con- 
ard-Pyle. 


The Optimist—Displays a cheer- 
ful array of orange-buff, carmine-rose, 
yellow and pink blossoms which are 
continually changing as the flowers 
develop. Individual blooms are large, 
up to 3% inches across. Foliage is 
dark green, and plants are sturdy and 
well branched. Conard-Pyle. 
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GRANDIFLORA 


June Bride—This is the 
first white grandiflora to be 
introduced. It often blooms 
in clusters, borne on vigorous 
bushes which easily reach 
three or four feet in height. 
Foliage is rather holly-like. 
The individual blooms have 
hybrid tea size and shape. 
Bosley. 


CLIMBER 


Red Empress — 
Blooms are iridescent red, 
changing in intensity as 
the season progresses. 
Flowers are large, on long 
stems suitable for cutting, 
and the plant is ever- 
blooming. Conard-Pyle. 


MINIATURES 

Robin — 
Originated in 
Spain, this tiny 
rose reaches a 
height of about 
a foot. The flat, 
very double 
blooms are only 
1% inches 
across, and are 
rich deep red. 
Petals are oddly 
quilled. Conard- 
Pyle. 


Dwarfking— 
The star-shaped 


flowers 


miniature rose 
are about the 
size of a postage 


stamp, 


bright red in 
color. Buds and 


flowers 


the classic hy- 
brid tea shape. 
Jackson & Per- 


kins. 


handiest Garden Tool ever &-) 


Barker LIGHT WEIONT 
WEEDER 1) 
MULCHER ve 
CULTIVATOR , 


Eight revolving reel blades 
work with underground 
blade tocut weeds, mulch \ (7 
the soil. V-type under- 
ground self cleaning . 
shovel on other side. ="- ~ 


ila mals 


Users write they ‘‘can tend the FAST ACTION 


garden in almost no time.” 
Prove it for yourself. Order 
now at this special price. . 


Just $9.75 


If you order 


after this ad 


Money back if not satisfied — | lutely free o 


within 10 days 


appears, we will 
You pay small shipping charge.| send you abso- 


send cash, check, money order. | tubular steel soil 
Other models 4-10 inches wide | moisture tester— 


also available. Write for catalog.) a regular $1.50 


BARKER MANUFACTURING CO, retail value. 
DEPT. FC-1, David City, Nebr. 
Quality Garden Tools for More Than 50 Years 


MAGIC SOIL‘ etants 


Try transplanting your lovely house plants 
into our especially prepared MAGIC SOIL, 
and see how they thrive. Give them a “lift” 
with our PLANT TONIC for quicker bloom- 
ing. If insect pests attack plants use our 


FIRST AID KIT to kill them. 


1 MAGIC SOIL (weight 1% Ibs.) $1.25, or 2 for $2.25. 


PLANT TONIC $1.00 per package. FIRST AID 


KIT $2.95. All orders prepaid. 


VIRDANS FARMS, Box 123, Phelps, N. Y. 


FERTO-POTS 


SENSATIONAL INVENTION. Pots made of rich 
ro cow manure in automatic pot machines and 
kiln dried. No wilt, no setback; quicker better 
results if seeds, bulbs, plants, cuttings are 
started in FERTO POTS. When transplanted out- 
doors pot and all goes into the ground. Pots soften 
up in the moist soil and feed the growing plants. 
Excellent results also as liners inside cla t 
for African Violets and other house plants. FERTO 

TS are a boon to professional grower and 
home gardener alike. Shipment by express (not 


prepaid) at following prices: 


» 2s 250-$4.75 500- $9.00 1,000-$17.50 

- 2¥8 250-$5.00 500- $9.75 1,000-$19.50 
No. 3s 250 -$5.75 500-$11.00 1,000-$21.50 
(Also ppost. shipment optional in a 100 pack any- 
U.S.: No. 2s-$3.75; No. 21/28-$4.25; 


where in the 
No. 3s-$4.75.) 


FERTO POTS have taken the garden world by 
storm. Users highly enthusiastic. Millions sold. 
Order a supply ay and enjoy a thrilling new 


gardening experience. Address: 


FARGO’S 


DEPT. 5 FRENCHTOWN, N. J. 


BEST BUY for the home pontener is the 250 pack at 


money-saving prices, lowes v 
the pots keep in perfect condition until used. 


ever, and wise economy as 
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LUCKY 4 LEAF CLOVER 


Why hunt for one when 
your own? Delightful bright | oree Sfolt- 
t 


or 
wes rs outdoors. Everblooming. 
* 50 BULBS FOR ONLY $1.00 ppd. 
” or 5 BULBS (enough for a large 
pot) for 25 ppd. 


¥ List of Rare Bulbs and Plants on request. 


Exchange lnc. Farmington 6 , Mich, 


GROW GLADS 


SEE SPECIAL 4 WRITE FOR 
OFFER BELOW 


FREE CATALOG 


KUNDERD jane 


are easy to grow! 


Every bulb has been inspected, is disease- 

and guaranteed to please you! You 

don’t have to be an expert gardener to grow 
Kunderd glads, successfully! Order today. 


18S BEAUTIFUL VARIETIES 
These are new for 1957: Gay Paree 5 
Bright Chamouny Rose; Goldie (412); Dee 
Yellow; Syeeee (544); Geranium Pink, 
Dozens mo 


available in ve. 2 or double 
florets. Now “Exotic Hybrids’ 


Kunderd Glediolus Farms = 
Dept. FG-3 Goshen, Ind. 
C Enclosed is check or M.O. for $ 
send BULBS postpaid. 
CD Send new 1957 catalog. 
Name 


Address 
City 


Potted Mums 
(Continued from page 33) 
take the plant roots. Do not set the 
plant any deeper than the soil stain 
on the main stem. Mums have small 
root systems and deep planting may 
result in stem rot. 


Pack the mixture about the plants 
and when all are in place, make certain 
that each is erect. Should any be 
leaning, now is the time for correc- 
tion. Then water-spray each plant and 
allow the pots full shade for at least 
ten days. Put a full inch of well-rotted 
manure about the main stems in each 
pot, to serve as a mulch which will 
keep root systems cool in summer, as 
well as conserving moisture. As the 
mulch works into the soil, more must 
be added. After ten days, move the 
plants into the full sun, and keep 
them there. 

After the first original spraying, it 
is not advisable to overhead spray the 
plants, except when using a leaf-feed- 
ing fertilizer. At all times the potting 
soil should be kept damp, but never 
wet. Mums resent being flooded. Feel- 
ing below the mulch will inform one 
as to the need for water. When water- 
ing, put the hose directly into the pot 
through the mulch. 

On your plants’ first month’s birth- 
day, spread an even teaspoonful of 
bone meal over the mulching manure, 
and let the water carry it to the root 
systems. Discontinue all further fer- 
tilization when buds appear. 

Topping and Pinching 

When plants have reached a height 
of five inches, each should be topped. 
This means breaking off at least an 
inch of the center growth. It has no 
relation to the pinching off of branch 
tips. As plant growth increases, a 
second topping will assure bushy 
plants, resulting in more and better 
sized blooms. 


As normal growth progresses, the 
pinching back of branch growth be- 
comes a regular chore, although an 
easy one. For this important opera- 
tion, the best implement is your thumb 
nail. Every couple of weeks, dating 
from a month after planting, the tip 
growth of all branches should have at 
least an inch nipped off. This induces 
further root growth, and increases the 
plant’s sturdiness. In addition, the 
plants will take on a more shapely 
appearance. All tip pinching should 
continue until July 4, an easy date 


to remember. From then, the plants 
are on their own. 


Another chore begins when the 
pinching ends. This is disbudding. It 
is not necessary with the lower grow. 
ing hardys, cushions or pompons, but 
with spiders, spoons and exhibition 
types it is a must. 


Usually not more than seven or 
eight branches are allowed on a plant 
of spider, spoon, or exhibition mums, 
To remove excess branches, merely 
clip them off at a point just under the 
mulch. Staking of these plants is im. 
portant, starting with the training of 
each branch to a slightly outward ten- 
dency. 

Staking Technique 

Here’s how to do it. Get a bundle 
of the longest reed stakes obtainable. 
They should not be over a quarter 
of an inch in diameter. Each plant 
may require different staking so only 
one plant at a time can be properly 
handled. The measurements for any 
one plant should be an allowance of 
four inches into the potting earth and 
from the potting earth to the end of 
each branch. Thus, for a branch ten 
inches long, the stakes for that plant 
should approximate 14 inches in 
length. 


Insert one end of the stake in the 
potting soil and set it to follow the 
outward lean of a branch. Then fasten 
branch and stake together, with all 
branches having about the same 
branching angle. Several products are 
available for tying branch to stake. 
All follow the same general pattern, 
being a thin, pliable wire, encased in 
a quarter inch wide weather-proof 
tape. When applying, do not fasten 
tightly, as room for further branch 
growth should be considered. 


When buds begin to show on the 
spoon, spider and exhibition varieties, 
there will appear what is known as 
the crown bud. It will be immediately 
recognized, as it is completely sur- 
rounded by leaves. Using that over- 
worked thumbnail, entirely remove the 
crown buds. 


Shortly afterward, the terminal bud 
will show itself. This is the one to 
retain. It is also easily recognized, 
being surrounded by smaller buds. 
These latter, too, are to be given the 
thumb-nail treatment. This action 
concentrates the plant strength on the 
terminal bud and results in a large 
and perfectly formed bloom. # 
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Some ways to 


SAVE SPRING BLOSSOMS 


from late frosts 


by H. R. Kemmerer, Illinois 


LATE FREEZES AND FROSTS at a time 
when the buds of your early blooming 
shrubs and trees open can cause a 
great deal of disappointment. Your 
first reaction immediately after the in- 
jury is to attempt to prevent the same 
thing from happening in the future. 


Probably one thing that comes to 
your mind is a spray or dust which 
can be easily applied over the plant. 
Actually there has been some experi- 
mental work along these lines, but as 
yet no practical techniques for home 
gardeners have been advocated. There 
are some things you can do, however, 
to work with the weather and the 
environment of the plant to improve 
your chances for early spring color. 

Of course, you can’t control the 
outside temperature, but you can co- 
operate with its natural variations. 


Planting on the North 


For example, if you plant on the 
north side of a building, the soil will 
be slow in warming and the bud tissues 
of the plant will not go into activity 
until daily temperatures are from 40 
to 50 degrees, which is when the aver- 
age plant commences to grow. By then, 
dangers of frost are decreased con- 
siderably. Therefore, you can outwit 
frost by planting some early flowering 
trees or shrubs on the north of build- 
ings. 


Putting plants in a north exposure 
isn’t always practical, however. You 
may have a plant that is somewhat 
tender to severely cold weather. If 
so, you certainly wouldn’t want to put 
it on the north. Also since buds are 
slow in opening on the north early 
spring flowering plants may actually 
bloom during mid-spring if planted in 
such a location. 


Planting on Slopes 


Another way to work with weather 
the continual 
(Please turn to page 45) 
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is to plant on slopes: 


mA ros 


Bue Aes basa 


ae ees 
Simply dissolve ond me all your = 
plants, garden flowers, vegetables, shrubs 
ond lawn. Feeds instantly. If dealer can’t 
send $1 for! Ib. Makes 100 Gels\ Good 
Tae eee, is cars 










Bushels of nuts from one tree. 
New improved varieties — dis- 
ease free. English and Black 
Walnut, Pecan, Chestnut, Ha- 
zelnut, rut. Also Ever- 
bearing Figs, Persimmon trees, : 
Mulberry, Quince, Paw Paw trees. Write 

ZILKE Bros. Nursery, Box 135,Baroda, Mich. 








ORDER NOW 


at Special 


Pre-Season Prices! 
(Effective until April 1st.) 


POSSSCOS OOOO OESOSOSOCOS 
100 of newest and $ 


D 5 the finest standard 
varieties. All sizes from the tiny poms and 
enchanting miniatures to the sensational giants 
in a wide range of prices. Our 27 years serv- 
ing the really discriminating exhibitors and 
fanciers is your cue to highest quality. 


DAHLIA BLUE BOOK 


The most popular catalog devoted exclusively 
to dahlias. 64 pages with comprehensive de- 
scriptions and over 100 illustrations, up-to- 
date cultural directions, and much helpful in- 
formation for beginner or advanced grower. 
It's free. Send name and address NOW for 
your copy. 


ROCKY RIVER DAHLIA GARDENS 


Dept. K, East River Rd., Columbi- Statio., Ohio 
Largest growers of exhibition dablias ‘rv. the mid-west 


2O>d, 












MEYER Z- 52 ZOYSIA 


from America’s First Supplier of Meyer Z-52 Zoysia Nationally 


ow LAWN GRASS DEVELOPMENT CO. 


it will Drive Out Crabgrass and Summer Weeds- 
Stay a Rich Greenin Hottest, Driest Weather 
- Go Weeks without Rain or Watering 


Meyer Z-52 Zoysia will really give you a 
lawn that can’t be ruined by crabgrass and 
summer weeds, that will stay a rich green 
all summer when other lawns are burned 
out and unsightly. With its deep root sys- 
tem, Meyer Zoysia will go as long as 6 or 
7 weeks without rain or watering, yet show 
no signs of browning. 


Will not winterkill, never requires reseed- 


ing. Greens up in the spring, STAYS 
GREEN until heavy frost. 


As it spreads you can cut plugs and 
transplant them to other parts of your 


lawn. With a small investment you 
can build a complete lawn. 





NOT A “TRADE NAME” PRODUCT 


—but the one genuine, original Meyer Z- 
52 Zoysia developed and recommended by 
the U. S$. Department of Agriculture. Grown 
from planting stock obtained directly from 
U. S$. Golf Assn. Green Section, U. S$. Dept. 
of Agriculture, Exp. Station, Beltsville, Md. 


Fe, BOs CIR i aadatierctaincticecsnccsncscrnes $ 5.95 Postpaid 
C) 100 Plugs & Plugger. Liciinaenennesaiatl $ 8.45 Postpaid 
Completely Winter Hardy . . . grows luxuri- ; [] 300 Plugs $14.95 Postpaid 


antly where Zoysia Matrella, Emerald Zoysia ; 
and other southern strains will not. 


ORDER NOW at these > 


() 300 Plugs & Plugger.................. $17.45 Postpaid 
(C) 1000 Plugs & Plugger $35.00 F.0.8. Vienna, Va. 


(Heavy Duty, Quick Planting, Step-On Plugger) 


Plant full-size squared plugs and they will 
spread to cover completely, driving out 
weeds, crabgrass and old lawn grass. Dept. 
of Agriculture tests prove that it grows 
well in any soil, where other grasses do 
poorly, clay, sandy and subsoil. Now 
planted on golf courses, race courses, 
estates, and many thousands of home 
lawns. 


GUARANTEED TO GROW 


Genuine, finest Meyer 2-52 Zoysia. Should 
any fall to grow when planted it will be 
replaced without charge. 





These are full size PLUGS for planting, NOT “Ma- 
terial for Sprigging.”” The Dept. of Agric. does 
net recommend “sprigging” by the homeowner. 


USE COUPON FOR CONVENIENT ORDERING 


LAWN GRASS DEVELOPMENT CO. 
Dept. M-129, Vienna, Virginia 


Please ship me genuine, guaranteed Meyer 2-52 Zoysia. 





! 
| 
| 
rs : ee ca diiescheriaiesestte enclosed (Sorry, No, C.O.D.’s): 
Special Pre-Season Prices .’. .| 
or write for illustrated folder | aye ccccecscsunsvnmrnsnsnmennnsnnee 
Acknowledgment will be sent \ 
upon receipt of order ba xtsrcstinssademcisdgeocsansieliasistedatanentechncokeiadanieelioadl 
Shipment will be made at best planting ! 
time in your ares, about May Ist Mi dunictacuinetocubeteinasteieiccb’ 2ON........: STATE........... 
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When and how does one start a 
rubber plant from a large plant?— 
Mrs. C. N., Pennsylvania. 

Ficus elastica, commonly known as 
the rubber tree or the rubber plant, 
may be propagated by air layering 
when the plant is in active growth. 
Select a branch from the main plant 
that has several good leaves on it. 
Using a sharp knife, make a notch 
into the stem. Surround the notched 
stem with moist sphagnum moss and 
cover it with plastic or cellophane. 

In about eight weeks roots should 
form in the ball of moss. It does not 
hurt to remove the moss from time to 
time to see if roots are forming, but 
it must be moist at all times. When 
a good ball of roots has formed, cut 
the branch from the mother plant. 
Leave the moss about the roots, and 
pot the new plant. Use a mixture of 
good garden loam and leaf mold. 
Other varieties of ficus, dracaenas, 
and dieffenbachias may be air-layered 
in the same manner. It is best to start 


IN HOUSE AND GREENHOUSE 


these new plants when the mother 
plant is in active growth. 

I cannot get my gloxinia tubers to 
grow. They come out with straggly 
shoots, they always look weak, stringy 
and sickly, and then they die. When 
should they be. planted? Would you 
recommend a good soil mixture?— 


B. P., Indiana. 


Gloxinia tubers may be planted 
from now until June. Order some of 
the new hybrids from a_ gloxinia 
specialist so that you can be assured 
of getting strong, healthy tubers—or 
you may buy started seedlings or 
tubers that will bloom in three or four 
months. These hybrids are worth a 
few cents extra. 


Start them in the pots in which 
you plan to grow them. For a tuber 
an inch or so in diameter, a five or 
six-inch pot is right. Use a soil mix- 
ture composed of equal parts good 
garden loam, peat moss, and sand. 
Moisten the mixture just slightly and 
fill the pot level full, and then gently 
firm the mixture down until there is 
a half inch of space between the soil 
line and the top of the pot. Snuggle 
the tuber into this until it is slightly 
covered. 


The slightly hollowed side of the 
tuber is the top. If you cannot see 
old stems, new sprouts, or a hollow 
place to discern which side is “up,” 
put some peat moss in a casserole, 
dampen it slightly and lay the tuber 
on this. Place the container in a warm 
place, and when sprouts show, plant 
in the regular manner. 


Set the potted tuber in a sunny, 
warm window (62 degree nighttime 
minimum—85 degrees maximum day- 
time). Water as often as needed to 
keep the soil nicely moist—not dry, 
and not soggy wet. As growth prog- 
resses, turn the plant in the window 
so that it will grow symmetrically. 
Gloxinias should be flat, not stringy, 
weak vines. If your plant does not 


by Elvin McDonald 


grow reasonably flat, it needs more 
sunlight and more moisture in the air 
about it. 

A gloxinia’s most common trouble 
is the failure of buds to develop into 
blossoms. If the plant is healthy look- 
ing, it is likely that lack of humidity 
is causing bud blast. Setting the plants 
on a tray of moist sand or pebbles 
often solves this problem. Or, small 
glasses of water may be set on the 
plant shelf among the plants. And, it 
is true, that the more plants you have, 
the better they will grow. 

Tiny black, thread-like thrips like to 
gnaw on the undersides of gloxinia 
leaves and stems. If they invade, they 
may be identified by a “rusty” appear- 
ance of the undersides of leaves, 
stems, and buds. Spray them with a 
house plant spray bomb, following the 
manufacturer’s directions. 

Pointers for success with gloxinias: 
good light, warmth, humidity, loose 
and rich soil, water when needed, and 
loving care. They can’t be beaten as 
house or greenhouse plants. 

I have a Rosary vine, or string of 
hearts, and I would like to know more 
about it.—C. H. Ohio. 

Your vine is one of the ceropegias, 
a group of vines which have rather 
thick, fleshy, heart-shaped leaves. Some 
of them are plain green, others have 
silvery veined leaves. These leaves 
grow on a long, string-like stem, and 
bead-like growths appear on the stem. 
These “beads”, when planted, make 
new plants. 

They thrive in a loose, rich soil 
with plenty of sunlight in the window 
garden. They are graceful in a hang- 
ing basket, or they will climb a small 
trellis which may be placed in the 
pot in which they are growing. The 
“beads” may be planted as soon as 
they are a half inch in diameter. Just 
poke them into a pot of good soil, 
keep them warm and moist, and watch 
them grow. 


(Please turn to page 44) 
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GERTIE GLOX 
ALUMINUM 
CTCL ey 


+. NO ROT 
-++NO RUST 
«+ NO PAINT 


That willowy Dior 
look doesn’t do a 
thing for me! 





Don’t drown | 
me—I'm_ not | 
equipped with 
pontoons. 








With an ORLYT Greenhouse you’ll 
have the ideal, controlled climate you 
need to grow your favorite plants and 
flowers all year ’round .. . regardless 
of outside weather or temperature. 


And—you don’t have to be a million- 
aire to own an ORLYT ... prices start 
at a low $350. Aluminum lean-to be- 
low only $635 or less than $21 a month 
on No Money Down, 8- Year Convenient 
Payment Plan. All installation and ac- 
cessory costs can be budgeted, too! 


FREE-STANDING and LEAN-TO ORLYTS 


Choose from dozens of ORLYT sizes 
and styles—both free-standing and 
lean-to models. All are completely pre- 
fabricated—you can “Build it Your- 
self” of sparkling Aluminum or eco- 
nomical California Redwood. Full de- 
tails, with pictures, prices, tips on 
building are all in the new ORLYT 
full color catalog. 















Why didn’t some- 
body think of this 
before the thrips 
arrived? 










1 like it here! 


WRITE TODAY FOR NEW, FREE 
COLOR CATALOG 38-37 
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Irvington, N.Y. * Des Plaines, III. 
’ CATHARINE aes ) 


It's been nice know- 
ing you but I’m 
ready for my 
beauty nap. 
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Checklist for MARCH 


Achimenes (nut-orchids) should be 
planted. Plant the small, pine cone-like 
tubercles about a half inch deep in a 
spongy mixture of garden loam, clean 
sand, peat moss and vermiculite. Supply 
gentle bottom heat, and when they are 
in active growth, give them feedings of 
liquid fertilizer. They must have sun- 
light, warmth and moisture to do well. 


Winter blooming oxalis should be at 
their best now. Keep them going strong 
with ample amounts of light, water and 
plant food. 


Keep gloxinias in active growth by 
regular feedings of liquid fertilizer. 
When they come into bloom, they use 
much water. 


Vinca rosea seeds shouid be planted 
now for outdoor garden use in May. 

Sun rays are growing hotter and 
greenhouse shading will be necessary, 
especially in the South this month. Be 
sure that ample ventilation is supplied 
during sunny days. 


If you haven’t any geraniums in 
your greenhouse, you’re really missing 
a valuable plant. Buy a selection of 
fancy, scented and ivy-leaved, and rose- 
bud varieties. 


Give the greenhouse a good clean-up 
now. Every bit of space is needed for 
healthy, worthwhile plants and seedlings. 
Throw out sickly or diseased plant ma- 
terial, or plants that give nothing, or do 
nothing except occupy space. 


African violet shows begin the latter 
part of this month. Prize winners in 
the shows are flat, compact and sym- 
metrical in leaf growth. They must 
possess many blossoms above this neat 
rosette of leaves. A sunny window, or 
fluorescent light culture, careful turning 
to keep the leaves growing on all sides, 
proper feeding, watering and loving 
care make African violets grow. As the 
sun moves on around toward the north 
for summer, your violets may be grown 
in a north window. It will be cooler 
there in the summertime. Heat often 
proves fatal to African violets. 


For the future in your greenhouse, 
seeds of canterbury bells, Primula 
Sinensis, coleus, and gerberas should 
be planted this month. Cuttings should 
be started of marguerites in a very 
cool place. They make valuable flowers 
for December and January. 


Stevia cuttings made from now until 
May give mid-winter color. Bougain- 
villea cuttings are made this month 
and next. Keep them cool until they 
are rooted well, and pot them by May. 


With increased temperature in your 
greenhouse, more watering will be neces- 
sary. Hose down the walks and under 
the benches every day to make more 
humidity. In very cold areas, it will be 
wise to increase the amount of heat in 
your greenhouse at this time—especially 
at night—to speed up growth of seed- 
lings and cuttings coming along for the 
gardening season outdoors. 
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Ceropegia flowers are weird looking, 
very tiny, oddly colored and quite in- 
describable. 

Ceropegias may be trained around 
a window to make a “frame” for other 
window sill plants. In the small green- 
house they may be trained up the side 
of the frame, and then hooked along 
the ceiling with tacks. I use them in 
such a way to provide just the right 
amount of shade for delicate begonias 
and episcias in the winter time. 

I have two croton plants that lost 
every leaf shortly after I got them 
three months ago, and they have not 
made new growth since. What do they 
need?—Mrs. J. B., Minnesota. 

Crotons are a popular hedge plant 
in southern regions, and even in their 
native habitat, they may drop their 
leaves if conditions fail to suit them. 
They are miserable things to prune 
properly, yet without constant care 
they get leggy. Croton leaves are 
diversified in shape and their colora- 


IMPROVING YOUR GARDEN 
THROUGH SOIL MANAGE- 
MENT, by Earl Downey (250 pages, 
profusely illustrated with the author’s 


own photographs; Crown Publishers, 
Inc., New York; $3.95). 


Here is a book that any gardener 
should really get excited about. The 
author thoroughly covers every phase 
of soil testing—how to test your soil, 
how to read the results, and how to 
correct your soil problems. Facts are 
given on the amount of soil nutrients 
taken from the soil by certain crops, 
and information is at your fingertips 
about replacing this loss. 


The thorough coverage of vege- 
tables and flowers, the amount of 
acidity required for maximum results, 
planting time, number of seeds in a 
packet, harvesting information and 
various other timely material, makes 
this one of the outstanding gardening 
books of recent years. 


tion is almost beyond description— 
but the window gardener might as well 
face it—they can be mighty pesky fel- 
lows to grow indoors! 

They must have very moist air, and 
it must be fresh or they will drop their 
leaves. They require sunlight to de- 
velop their fullest coloration, but the 
sun shining through glass often 
scorches the leaves. These plants are 
favorites of red spider mites and scale. 

But they’re still beautiful! Accept 
them as a real challenge, and you'll 
consider them worth the extra effort 
entailed to grow them well. Top spray 
frequently with clear water, provide 
a fully bright, well-ventilated location, 
give them ample water and regular 
liquid feedings. Give them a pot at 
least two inches larger than the one 
in which they came, and use a potting 
soil rich in organic matter. Here is 
one: equal parts of rich loam, coarse 
peat moss, leaf mold, and clean, 
sharp sand. # 


THEONeX AFRICAN VIOLET 
BOOK, by Esther C. Grayson with 
photographs by F. F. Rockwell (64 
pages, illustrated, Hydroponic Chemi- 
cal Company, Copley, Ohio, $1.00). 

Gardeners in Mid-America con- 
tinually are amazed at the profuse 
blooming habits of a little house plant 
from South Africa—the African vio- 
let, which, though resembling the out- 
door-grown violets connected with 
Valentine’s Day, are in no way re- 
lated. Botanically they are known as 
Saintpaulias. Every gardner should be 
acquainted with the African violet, 
and this new book offers an excellent, 
inexpensive introduction to a fine 
window garden plant. 


The chapters are concise, but de- 
finitive, and well illustrated. The book 
is divided into two sections, the first 
about growing the plant from South 
Africa (with a chapter about its 
cousin from Brazil, the gloxinia) , and 
the second section about choosing 
African violet varieties. 
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Save Spring Blossoms 
(Continued from page 41) 


movement of air toward the low areas 
reduces the occurrence of frost. 
Naturally plants should not be placed 
in low areas where cold air has a 
chance to accumulate. The buds of 
plants on north slopes will not open 
as early as those of plants located on 
south slopes because of the warming 
influence of the sun. 

Movement of air may seem like a 
minor detail on small home grounds 
where the topography change is not 
great; however, even small ridges and 
depressions cause air currents. Many 
orchards are located on slopes to take 
advantage of air movement. 

Covering 

Controlling the temperature around 
your plants with covers is another way 
to prevent injury. Many people cover 
their chrysanthemums in the fall to 
protect the flowers, but few have used 
covers in early spring, probably be- 
cause the size of trees and shrubs 
makes it hard to find a covering that 
is big enough and also inexpensive 
and durable. 


Today polyethylene plastic sheets 
offer possibilities, but they too present 
difficulties. It is necessary to anchor 
the sheets to the ground to keep them 
from blowing away. Also to prevent 
heat from accumulating inside and 
spurring plant activity, it is desirable 
to remove the sheets during the day. 
With delicate plants some type of 
frame may be necessary to hold the 
plastic off the branches. In cases of 
severe cold, heating elements could 
even be used under the polyethylene. 

Spraying With Water 

Spraying of plants with water is 
also used as a means of reducing frost 
injury. The real value of the water 
is difficult to understand. Some claim 
that the high temperature of water 
from wells or city water systems 
raises the temperature of the atmos- 
phere into which it is being sprayed. 
For this theory to be effective, water 
must be sprayed on the plants as long 
as the temperature is near freezing. 

If you have plants with buds that 
have passed the swelling stage and 
are only partly open, a coating of 
water over them will help prevent 
injury. Even if the water freezes there 
will be some protection from the cold 
and the ice will prevent rapid thaw- 
ing which could rupture the flower 
tissues and cause as much damage as 
low temperatures. # 
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fringed 


Geneva 






all prices postpaid 


Average $1.50 each. 

PINK CLOUD—best double pink 
! 
| 


BLUE BUTTERCUP—novelty light blue 
HAPPINESS—giant light purple fringed 
POWDER PUFF—fine blue double Geneva 
OCEAN WAVES—fine single blue 
TINKER BELLE—semi dwarf Geneva 
your choice from above 
any “3 for $4” 
any “6 for 37” 


FREE—corona or Pink Miracle 
with any purchase of “9 for $10” 
from listing below: 


PINK GLACIER—best fringed pink 
LOVELINESS—giant blue lavender 


ALASKA—fine white, girl foliage 
BLUE HALO—best blue Geneva 
LAVENDER HALO—best ‘‘red” Geneva 
EDNA FISCHER—best “red” double 


PINK MIRACLE—winning coveted “BEST 
SEEDLING AWARD” in two great competitive 
exhibitions *NATIONAL AFRICAN VIOLET 
SOCIETY CONV. *NEW YORK STATE 
AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY CONV. 

a true pink-edge Geneva with deep pink 
ruffed border surrounding light pink blossom. 
A fine bloomer 


completely new and ours alone 
CORONA—a brand new color in Genevas. 


Beautiful lilac colored flower surrounded by 
white fluted edging. Another exclusive 


$3 ea. postpaid 
2 plants $5 postpaid 
VC 13—new miracle nemacide 


8 oz. bottle $2.85 postpaid 


lovely color folder 
free on request 








BEAUTIFUL WEED-FREE MEYER-Z-52 
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NEEDED 





NO SPECIAL 


ZOYSIA LAWN 


2/3 LESS 
MOWING 


CHOKES OUT 
WEEDS 
DROUGHT 
RESISTANT 
GROWS IN 
POOREST 
SOIL 

STAYS GREEN 
IN HOTTEST 
WEATHER 


HOW TO ORDER 


Order a Turf Square for 


every 324 Sq. Ft. of Lawn 
you want to cover. 





ina 





Order by Mail today—Literature Free—Dealer inquiries invited 


... BECK’S 









FAR LESS WORK! 


EVERYONE admires and wants Zoysia, the 
hardy wonder grass developed by U.S. Dept. 
of Agriculture research. 

Zoysia’s dense rug-like turf chokes out weeds 
and crabgrass permanently, saves many hours 
of weeding and mowing each year. 

Zoysia saves days and days of work each 
season—fewer hours of watering. Zoysia defies 
wear of childen’s play—it’s tough but beautiful. 

Begin now to beautify your home and enjoy 
the satisfaction of a gorgeous lawn with Beck’s 
economical Zoysia turf. NO NEED TO RE- 
MOVE YOUR OLD LAWN — Zoysia chokes 


out the weaker grasses. 
4 F.0.B. 
Auburn, 


MEYER Z-52 
TURF SQUARE 

Size No. 324—makes 324 2” square Ala. 

plugs—guaranteed to grow. 


OLDEST ZOYSIA COMPANY IN U.S. 


ZOYSIA COMPANY 


é 827 N. COLLEGE ST. AUBURN, ALABAMA [7 


GARDEN CLUB TALK with Peggie Schulz ana 


NearLty 66 Years aco the first 
United States garden club was started 
at Athens, Georgia. Called the Ladies’ 
Garden Club, it held meetings, and 
even staged flower shows. 

Today, thousands of gardeners be- 
long to state, local or federated gar- 
den clubs. These clubs give members 
needed activity outside the home, and 
teach them a better understanding of 
plants and trees as related to their 
homes. 

As in many other cities, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, boasts a number of gar- 
den clubs. The Garden Club of Ram- 
sey County, one of the city’s oldest 
clubs, soon celebrates its 45th anni- 
versary. The club members, both men 
and women, hold flower shows during 
each summer month, with the excep- 
tion of August. Most of the shows 
are held in the evening somewhere 


F 


Q00002 


near the place of the monthly dinner 
meeting. Horticultural exhibits out- 
number the arrangements, and fruits 
and vegetables account for almost a 
sixth of the entries. 

This club adds to its funds by spon- 
soring a spring sale of flats of seedlings 
and a fall auction of bulbs, tubers and 
corms. Members tell me this auction 
is lots of fun. If the underground roots 
are not ripe enough to be dug and 
sold, flowers from the plants are ex- 
hibited so that potential purchasers 
can see what they are buying. 

Two years ago this club started a 
yearly policy of alloting ten dollars to 
the 4-H clubs to be used for garden- 
ing or home improvement. At the end 
of the gardening season, six 4-H mem- 
bers, 13 years or under, who had done 
outstanding work, but who had just 
missed receiving awards, were invited 


This beautiful table setting and arrangement for a bridal shower is an entry originated 
by the Elmhurst Garden Club for the Spring Flower Show of the Garden Club of Illinois. 


Here fine silver, Haviland 


“Rosebud” china and cranberry glass complement a mass 


arrangement of pink rosebuds and sprigs of stock in an antique white cupid container. All 
materials are arranged on a cloth of pink nylon tulle over a pink under-cloth. This entry won 


the coveted tri-color award. 


as guests at a garden club dinner. This 
was thrilling for the youngsters, and 
it gave club members a better under. 
standing of 4-H work. 


Planning for Christmas 


Two years ago the St. Paul Garden 
Club, whose current president is Mrs. 
John E. P. Morgan, put on an excit- 
ing and profitable Christmas fund- 
raising campaign. For this, five dif- 
ferent houses in a centralized location 
were chosen. All were decorated beau- 
tifully and opened to the public for 
two days. “The Children’s Christmas” 
with stockings, puppet show and other 
types. of entertainment for children 
was the theme of one home. Another, 
“Holiday House,” was gussied up for 
a New Year’s Eve party. The “Christ- 
mas Family Dinner.” with traditional 
and original decorations, and a din- 
ner table with a golden pine cone cen- 
terpiece, made up the display in the 
third house. A cleverly arranged kitch- 
en, the “Merry Christmas Kitchen,” 
wherein all sorts of holiday goodies 
were being prepared, was the feature 
of the fourth home. In the fifth house. 
“A Victorian Kitchen,” one could 
smell the delicious aroma of baking 
gingerbread men. A real honest-to- 
goodness sleigh complete with horse 
and sleigh-bells was parked outside the 
house. 


For the Men 


The Men’s Garden Club of St. Paul 
is made up of a group of real dirt 
gardeners. Although they hold flower 
shows, the classes are for horticultural 
exhibits only. They meet once a month 
and during June, July, August and 
September they tour two or three 
members’ gardens before having a pic- 
nic supper. 


Last year St. Paul was host city to 
a number of floral conventions. The 
garden clubs of the city thought their 
city should put on its best front floral- 
wise, and suggested that a city flower 
be adopted and grown in quantities 
throughout the city. For this project 
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ON THE CALENDAR 


Cleveland, Ohio, Home and Flower Show, 
March 9-17. 

Garden Club of Illinois, Spring Flower 
Show in connection with Modern Living 
Exposition at Navy Pier, Chicago, March 
23-31. 

Minnesota State African Violet Show, at 
the Golden Rule, St. Paul, March 28. 

American Gloxinia Society, annual con- 
vention and show. Tours through grounds 
and greenhouses of the Missouri Botanical 
Garden, St. Louis, and Gray Summit, Mis- 
souri, March 30, 31. Speakers and displays. 
Write Mrs. H. E. Dillard, 3810 Bales Avenue, 
Kansas City 28, Missouri, for details. All 
gardeners are welcome. 

New York International Flower Show, Inc., 
the Coliseum, Columbus Circle, New York 
City, March 31 to April 6. 

The Annual Meeting and first national 
show of the American Daffodil Society, 
Kingwood Center, Mansfield, Ohio, April 
26, 27, 28, 1957. 

African Violet Clubs of Des Moines, lowa, 
Spring Show April 27-28 from 1:00 to 6:00 
P. M., Des Moines Art Center. Entries in the 
show are welcomed. Mrs. Paul Walters, 
2013-37th, Des Moines, lowa. 

Garden Club of Kentucky tour, “Open 
House in the Kentucky Blue Grass Country,” 
May 18, 19, and 20. Write Mrs. H. Alvin 
Stilz, Route 6, Lexington, Kentucky. 

Annual Convention, American Hemero- 
callis Society, Tulsa, Oklahoma, June 19-22. 

The Omaha, Nebraska, African Violet Club 
will hold its 10th Annual Show on March 
16 and 17 at Joslyn Museum, Omaha. 


the colorful petunia was chosen. With 
this plant in their gardens even in- 
experienced gardeners can expect a 
summer-long show. Commercial firms 
cooperated by planting petunias on 
their grounds and in window boxes; 
home owners, no matter how tiny 
their lot, also planted petunias, thus 
making St. Paul a real petunia city. 

Last year the late Tom Walsh origi- 
nated the idea of a Veterans’ Rose 
Garden. This memorial garden, al- 
though in its infancy, is a lovely one, 
and visitors who stroll through it can 
look across the street to the state capi- 
tol. 


Iowa Glad Show 

At the 1956 Iowa State Gladiolus 
Show, held at Spencer, Iowa, the 
grand champion single spike went to 
‘Willow Rose’ shown by George 
Summa. Gladiolus ‘Sparkling Eyes’ 
displayed by Ernest Vennard won the 
grand champion three spike award. 

From the Rapid Glad comes this 
suggestion by Gladys Williamson, well- 
known arranger and flower show judge 
from Cedar Rapids, Iowa: “Speaking 
of suitability of material, why don’t 
more arrangers use gladiolus foliage 
with its flowers? A spike of gladiolus 
has everything. From the buds through 
the open florets, it shows gradation of 


Mid-America, March, 1957 


size and form, and the foliage is varied 
enough to avoid monotony.” 


“Fairyland in Flowers’’ was the 
theme chosen by both the Richfield 
and Bloomington, Minnesota, garden 
clubs for fall flower shows. The mem- 
bers took themes from children’s story 
books and illustrated the fairy tales 
with flowers. Here was “Snow White 
and Rose Red” fashioned by Mrs. 
Lawrence D. Anderson of Blooming- 
ton, with foliage of Scotch broom 
painted with white tempera and 
worked into a basic Hogarth curve. 
This winsome foundation was accen- 
tuated with white gladiolus, snap- 
dragons, sweet peas, and a dark red 
tuberous begonia. 


Bending gladiolus stalks into curves 
is easy if you follow Mrs. Anderson’s 
plan. She lets the gladiolus spike be- 
come wilted sufficiently to lose its 
stiffness and to become limp enough 
to work with. She then ties it to a 
wire shaped into the desired style, 
places it in water and revives it. 


Nebraska Yearbook 


The state garden clubs do an ex- 
cellent job of compiling and editing 
their yearbooks. I was highly interested 
in these notes taken from the 1955- 
1956 Yearbook of The Federated Gar- 
den Clubs of Nebraska. Under “Gar- 
den Therapy,” President Mrs. Roy 
Flebbe writes: “Garden therapy is 
the healing of the body or mind, 
through gardening.” Concerning horti- 
cultural research, Mr. Glenn Vieh- 
meyer has this to say: ““The Nebraska 
Horticultural Research and Develop- 
ment Committee is the result and 
thinking of a good many Nebraskans 
interested in better plants for Nebraska 
and the Great Plains Region.” Here 
is a unique instance where the Fed- 
erated Garden Clubs, Nurserymen’s 
Association, and the University have 
joined forces to “attack a common 
problem and set a pattern for horti- 
ticultural development.” Among the 
committee’s objectives are: testing new 
plant material and introducing items 
of merit into the nursery trade, and 
collecting additional promising plant 
material which may be valuable to 
the gardeners in the area. The com- 
mittee hopes that the time lapse be- 
tween the discovery or production of 
a valuable new plant and its use by 
the public will be greatly reduced. 

From the Kansas Associated Garden 
Clubs comes this note: “The Garden 


(Please turn to page 51) 


Perfect Ground Cover for 
EZ EC aes 
A WUE Z 


MYRTLE (vinca minor) 


neat, sturdy creeping plant thot stoys 
green all winter. Blue flowers in Moy. 
Resists insects, disease and drought. Our 
big heavy clumps with 12 or more stems 


J slopes. You cover big areas for little money. 


100 BIG CLUMPS $]3—1000, 598 


PACHYSANDRA / 


Thrives under trees ond £1 
in poor soil. Beautiful : 
shiny evergreen 

leaves. Space 6 


in. apart. 
Baltic Wy defies 100 Yj 
dogs, children and manre? °F 
drought. Steep slopes, 100 i 
sun or shade. Space | ft. $Qyoo 1000, $85 i FS 


KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE 
Highlands, N. J., Dept. M-2 


$700 


Sturdy Hardy Perennials 


| Strong well-rooted plants, packed to carry : 


safely coast to coast, and then live, thrive 

and flower. Hundreds of kinds, unusual 

bulbs and hardy plants, in our New illus- 

trated catalog. Ask for your copy. 
PEARCE SEED CO. 


Moorestown Dept. V8 


New Jersey 


Send for our New 1957 


FREE) se. 


56 pages illustrated in beautiful color of NURSERY 
STOCK ADAPTED TO THE GREAT PLAINS RE- 
GION. Big Special Offers . . . Complete listings of 
guaranteed seed, shrubs, shade trees, roses, vines, 
perennials and fruit stock. Send today. 

KANSAS LANDSCAPE & NURSERY CO. 
1402 East Iron Street Salina, Kansas 


Water Lilies 
FREE CATALOG 


Hardy and Tropical Lilies listed. Complete in- 
structions for building, planting and care of pool. 
VAN NESS WATER GARDENS 
Rt. No. 1, Dept. MW Upland, Calif. 
(Closed Sundays) 


MIRACLE TOMATO 
Yields sith a 
Toa Vine 


Now—You can grow the world’s 
most amazing Tomato right in 
your own garden and get from 
2 to 3 bushels of delicious, ripe 
tomatoes from every vine. 


BURGESS CLIMBING 


oe 


TOMATO grows 16 to 20 feet high. 
» Huge, meaty, solid fruit, wonder- 
ful flavor. Some weigh as much 
as 2 pounds each. Unsurpassed 
for canning and slicing. Blight 
free—drought and disease-re- 
sistant. Grows in any garden 
Outyields all other varieties. 


Rh TRIAL PACKET 10c 
bp Postpaid. Order Today 
3 Packets for 25c 


Write for FREE complete 
Cataloglisting many unusual 
Seeds, Plants and Bulbs. 

BURGESS SEED & PLANT CO. 
153 B. Galesburg, Mich. 





The plug as you plant it 


GET THREE garden-minded people 
together and you can probably have 
an argument (or at least a discussion) 
about Meyer Zoysia lawn grdss. Meyer 
Zoysia is that new type of slow-grow- 
ing turf grass that is started from 
plugs. By many it has been billed as 
a “miracle grass,” and in some res- 
pects this does not seem to be an over- 
statement. 


The differences of opinion about 
Zoysia are certainly easy to under- 
stand. To begin with, it is new to U. S. 
gardeners. A native of Korea, it was 
brought to this country by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture in 1906, and the 
improved Z-52 strain was introduced 
in 1951—a development of the Belts- 
ville, Maryland, experiment station. 
Only in the last three years has it 
been widely enough planted for home 
gardeners here and there to learn first 
hand what this grass is like. In the 
second place, Zoysia’s performance 
varies with the locality and with the 
treatment it gets. 


These are the good points of the 
grass, and they will hold true any- 
where the grass is grown in this coun- 
try: 

It stays green through heat and 
drouth. 

It forms such a thick mat that 
weeds, even crab grass, are 
crowded out, 

It is slow-growing — therefore 
requires less frequent mowing 
than other grasses. 


After second year 


How is your 
MEYER ZOYSIA doing? 


It is self-restrained; in other 
words it won’t invade flower 
beds and require constant edg- 
ing as bermuda grass does. 

So far, it is disease resistant, 
and no insects appear to bother 
it. 

6. It has a high tolerance to nitro- 
gen and will not suffer from 
dog damage. 

7. It is winter-hardy. 


Everyone who sees Meyer Zoysia 
at its best season, June through Sep- 
tember, admires its appearance. Its 
narrow leaves resemble those of blue- 
grass, but the turf itself is much thicker 
and springier. It is a delight to walk 
on a Zoysia turf. The color is uniform 
dark green, without holes or thin spots. 

A Few Disadvantages 

You surely are thinking that there 
must be some drawbacks. Otherwise 
everybody would be growing Meyer 
Zoysia and nobody would bother with 
other grasses. You are right—there 
are disadvantages to this grass, and 
these are what usually cause the dis- 
agreements: 

1. Being a warm-weather grass, it 

turns brown and dry (dormant) 
at the first hard frost and stays 
that way until the frosts are 
over. 

Because it is slow-growing, it 
takes two full seasons to estab- 
lish a turf. 

It is rather expensive, so much 
so that one must usually plant 
one’s own nursery first in order 
to grow enough plugs to plant 
an entire lawn. 


by Rachel Snyder, Kansas 


The Z-52 turf nurseries are work- 
ing hard to minimize these disad- 
vantages. To make Zoysia green dur- 
ing the winter they recommend over- 
seeding the lawn with perennial cool 
weather grass such as bluegrass, or 
with an annual grass such as rye. Some 
have taken a more direct approach of 
simply spraying the grass with green 
coloring. A few satisfactory commer- 
cial preparations for this use are now 
on the market. 


To get a lawn quicker than two 
years you can plant the plugs six inches 
apart each way (instead of the usual 
12 inches) and get almost complete 
coverage in one season. 

To make Zoysia more economical, 
some nurseries are making it avail- 
able in sprigs as well as plugs. The 
sprigs are cheaper, but they are also 
difficult to plant properly, and under 
bad conditions are less likely to sur- 
vive. They are generally not recom- 
mended for home gardeners. The 
price of the plugs is, in time, sure to 
come down. In fact, most dealers have 
reduced their prices considerably this 
year. 

Recently one of the leading Zoysia 
turf grass nurseries queried some of 
their customers about the success they 
are having with the new grass. The 
replies were very revealing about dif- 
ferent aspects of this turf’s usefulness. 
Excerpts from the letters are reprinted 
here. 
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The matter seems to boil down to 
which you want the most: 

(a) a lawn that is green in the 
cool months but brown in the hot ones 
(bluegrass and such grasses) or 

(b) a lawn that is green in the hot 
months and brown in the cool ones 
(Meyer Zoysia) . 

Many people feel that they 
their lawns green and growing in the 
summertime, 





Comparing the care needed by blue- 
grass and by Zoysia, we find they are 
about on a par. To have a fine lawn 
of any type requires much care. A 
Zoysia lawn needs careful prepara- 
tion, regular fertilizing and mowing, 
and benefits from watering the same 
as any lawn. It does best when planted 
in the spring, but where winters are 
not severe it may also be planted in 
early fall. It should not present as 


want 


when they spend the 
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most time in outdoor living. And for 
this they are willing to tolerate the 


six months of dormancy. in our area. * 


What some of the early buyers of Z-52 Meyer Zoysia 


now say about it: 
Harold Renick, Steger, Illinois: 

“The first planting has now fully covered. Our green growing season ends 
about the middle of October. We think a lot of the product, and recommend it.” 
W. M. Draper, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio: 

“J planted one hundred clumps of Meyer Z-52 Zoysia in the spring of 1953. 
By mid-summer of 1955 the full area of 100 square feet was fully covered. I did, 
however, use more fertilizer and water than advised. 

“The growing season for this area is from mid-April to around the last of 
October. The Zoysia slows growth after the middle of September, but is green 
until the last of October. You might say the Z-52 is green six. months and brown 
for the same period. A late fall, as we had last year, gave me a green cover about 
one month more than the year before. 

“Last April we had a dry spell of several weeks. The Z-52 was powder dry. 
I lighted a match to it as an experiment, and found it would burn easily. It taught 
me to keep the Z-52 away from buildings. A lighted cigarette thrown on a lawn of 
Z-52 could be dangerous. 

“TJ have found no grub or fungus damage in my plot so far. I would highly 
recommend Z-52 grass for areas which get much use. It is easy to cut, even with a 


hand mower, and it is necessary to cut it only about half as often as other grasses.” 


Robert Kingsley, Kirkwood, Missouri: 

“In just over a year our whole plot was knit together and was the envy of 
the neighborhood. This spring I took over 2,200 plugs out of our own plot and 
transplanted them in the front lawn. With no special attention, and crab grass 
and other annuals providing competition, the plugs have held on in good shape. 
Practically every plug is living and those that got quite a lot of sun have spread out. 
I look for the Zoysia to get the upper hand in the front lawn next year and to fill 
out solid the following year.” 

Byron W. Herrington, Wichita, Kansas: 

“In the spring of 1955 I purchased 100 plugs of Meyer Z-52 Zoysia. Ninety- 
two grew and I have a nice nursery plot from which I transplanted approximately 
1,000 plugs this summer. 

“The nursery plot has many of last year’s dead stems showing. . . 
is detrimental to the appearance of the lawn.’ 

L. E. January, Iowa City, Iowa: 

“T planted a strip (of Meyer Zoysia) in June, 1953, four by 100 feet, using 500 
plugs. The grass was plugged into the existing lawn to compete with the grass 
and weeds already there. The plot was in full sun and it was watered and fertilized 
as recommended. Complete coverage has occurred in three growing seasons. The 
result is a strip of the toughest, greenest, weed free, crab grass free, pest free turf 
that I have seen in this area, and my standards for grass are high (just ask my 
neighbors) . 


“It has not done well in deep shade. The fescues and bents have been my 
answer here. 

“Anyone planning such a lawn in this climate must be prepared for a com- 
letely brown, almost dead looking color from the first killing frosts until late spring. 
Last spring my Zoysia did not green up until near the middle of May. This makes 


little difference to me in a climate where snow and ice cover the ground most of 
the winter.” 


William W. Adams, Canton, Ohio: 
“To me Meyer Z-52 Zoysia grass is wonderful and everything a person would 
expect. The grass turning brown means nothing, as many lawns burn out in the 


summer. It is the weed free lawn that I wanted . . . I only brag about it when it 
is green.” 


(This) 


many insect, disease and weed prob- 
lems that bluegrass does, at least not 
















AMERICA’S LARGEST 
GROWER (30 Acres) 
Send for America’s finest 
full-color catalog — it’s 


yours — it’s FREE, 


Russell Gardens 


Spring 15, Texas 









2 to 6 HP 
with complete 
gear drive 
and reverse. 
Free Catalog 
LOW PRICES 
EASY TERMS 
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FULLY 
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DWARF FRUIT 
3 - year - old 
SPECIALS 


Ideal for home orchard. Easy care, early 
bear. Sturdy, selected 3-year-olds, will 
usually bear next year. Order 2 dif- 
ferent Apples or Pears for pollenizing. 
APPLES: McIntosh, Delicious, Northern 
Spy, Stayman Winesap. 


Bartlett, Beurre Bosc, 
Gorham, Clapp Favorite. 


PEACHES: White; Belle of Georgia 
Yellow; Elberta, Hale Haven. 


CHERRIES: Sour; Montmorency, Early 
Richmond. Sweet; Black Tartarian, 
Windsor, Napoleon. 


Any 2 above 3-Year-Olds 


Special Offer $} goo 


Catalog listing many other dwarf fruits, berries, 
nursery stock, etc. 10c (50c west of Rockies). 


KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE 
Dept. M-3 Highlands, N. J. 


HARDY FERNS 
GRACEFUL and LOVELY 


You will be delighted with these hardy ferns. 
They brighten difficult shady areas where most 
flowers and grasses fail. Beautiful in shady 
perennial borders and rock gardens. Ideal for 
northern exposures or woodland naturalizing. 


PEARS: Seckel, 








Osmunda Cinnamomea (Cinnamon Fern) 


Moidenhair Fern—(Adiantum pedatum)—14 in. 

Lady Fern—(Athyrium felixfemina)—24 in. 

Toothed Wood Fern—(Dryopteris spinulosum)—18 in. 
Cinnamon Fern—(Osmunda cinnamomea)—36 in. 
Royal Fern—(Osmunda regalis) 

Christmas Fern—(Polystichum acrostichoides)—16 in. 
Ostrich Fern—(Pteretis nodulasa)—36 in. 

Chain Fern—(Woodwardia virginiana)—20 in. 


1 each or 8 plants for $3.00 
5 each or 40 plants for $14.00 


Write for catalog of Hardy Wildflowers & Ferns, 
Hardy Perennials, Rock Plants, and Gladiolus Bulbs. 


LOUNSBERRY GARDENS, Box 125, Oakford, Ill. 
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SPRING is coming 


Mrs. Louis H. Amer of Akron, Ohio, made this beautiful composition. 


Pussy wiLtows, hen-and-chickens 
and a bunny—honest-to-goodness signs 
that spring is on the scene. All sorts 
of plants and flowers begin to grow 
this month, and as spring steadily 
paces north, a wealth of material will 
be available for arranging. 


Materials featured in this spring 
composition are sculptured driftwood 
on an oak plaque, pussy willows in 
full bloom, leucothoe, and hen-and- 
chickens (sempervivums). These suc- 
culent rosettes are used casually, and 
the brown ceramic bunny makes a 
natural accessory. Golden forsythia 
might well replace the pussy willows, 
and pansies could be used in place 
of the hen-and-chickens. * 


Hen-and-chickens 
(sempervivums) 
Leucothoe 

Pussy willows 
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Garden Club Talk 


(Continued from page 47) 


Center idea is fairly new. We feel 
that many of the garden clubs are 
striving to establish a garden center, 
but have not yet attained their goal. 
Start with a ‘Book Shelf’—and end 
up with a Garden Center.” 


The Garden Center of Greater 
Cleveland, Ohio, has some 65 clubs 
affiliated with it for the purpose of 
promoting and encouraging garden- 
ing in the Cleveland area. Each year 
the Cleveland Garden Center stages 
several shows. Throughout the year 
educational programs on horticulture, 
conservation and civic landscape are 
carried on. 


Interesting things are always on the 
agenda at Kingwood Center, Mans- 
field, Ohio. Here each spring during 
April and May the public can view 
a dazzling array of the finest of Hol- 
land-grown bulbs. Throughout the 
year the Center conducts garden tours 
and puts on special shows. 


A “Modern Living” show will be 
held at Navy Pier, in Chicago, Illinois, 
from March 23 through March 31. 
The Garden Club of Illinois has been 
asked to do the entrance to the show, 
titled “Living with Flowers — Town 
and Country.’’ The Town section 
called “City Slickers” will show tables 
and arrangements in keeping with city 
living. In the Country section, “Coun- 
try Cousins” will show what they do 
with annuals and perennials in lath 
houses, seedling beds and/or flats or 
hot beds for their suburban or country 
areas of living. It promises to be an 
interesting and exciting show. 


In addition to entering all Illinois 
State Flower Shows, the Elmhurst 
Garden Club, Elmhurst, Illinois, being 
conservation minded, participates in 
civic enterprises and is doing its share 
to help prevent the spread of the 
Dutch elm disease. Its Plant, Flower 
and Fruit Guild sends thousands of 
bouquets every summer to brighten 
settlement houses and hospitals in Chi- 
cago. The Youth Center in Elmhurst 
recently benefited by the gift planting. 
of 50 ornamental flowering and fruit- 
ing shrubs. During May, classes will 
be held in flower arrangement, so 
members will be ready for a June 
flower exhibit. The local library and 
hospital also benefit from the busy 
fingers and talents of this garden club. 
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New for ‘57 
Mound Shaped 


Dwarf Geranium 


Compact, bushy plant, ideal 
for borders. Cherry-Red 
flowers all summer. 


12 for $ 6 
50 for $20 


The most beautiful tree you 
have ever seen. Deep red 
foliage. Transplanted. Sizes from 
3 to 10 ft. tall. Bargain prices. GUARANTEED. 
Also — Moraine Locust, shrubs, evergreens, 
roses, fruits. Write 


ZILKE BROS. NURSERY 
Box 165 Baroda, Michigan 


NEW University 


of Minnesota 
GARDEN TYPE 





TT 
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Spectacular fringed, golden 
yellow blooms. Unique petals 
are flared and forked giving 
shaggy texture. Nothingelselike 
it! Loads of 2-inch flowers on 
18-inch upright plant. Ideal for 
cut flowers. Blooms Sept. on. 


Minnpink and Minnbronze 


Give you mounds of vivid 
color up to 2 feet in dia- 
meter, 12 to 16 inches high. 
Low, spreading cushion- 
types. Bloom Aug., Sept., 
Oct., make long-lasting, 
breath-taking display even 
in northern gardens. Mas- 
ses of 14-inch double 
blooms completely hide 
foliage. A spectacular blaze 
of glory in fall gardens. 


FREE COLOR CATALOG 


Describes new flowers, shrubs, vegetables, fruits. Write! 


FARMER SEED & NURSERY 


48S. 15th ¢ FARIBAULT, MINNESOTA 


ORDER NOW ... 


Geraniums 


@ To paint bright color in beds and 
borders all summer long. 

®@ To decorate and highlight your home 
year-round. 


ZONAL 
bloom soon. 


eee ee 8 for $2.75 
IVY LEAF 
Riis ee 8 for $3 
LADY WASHINGTON 


White, Lavender-Orchid. 
50 for $18.00 


SCENTED 


Rose, Fruit, 
Lemon, Mint. 


FANCY LEAF 
TG Dhetsiisnnccsiiimensce 12 for $6 


Shipped Postpaid and Guaranteed 
Write Today for FREE Catalog 


> 7 
| BECO PTE 2 each oF 4 VaRieries 
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Brilliant Reds, Pinks, and White, for beds, 


urns, boxes, borders, etc. 4-8” plants, will 


‘ 
Ivy habits, and flower beautifull in 4 
Reds, Purples, Pinks, Orchids, or White. ; 


Spring-flowering regal 
beauties, in Red, Pinks, 


10 for $4 








SOc Each; 


WILSON BROS. 


ROACHDALE 33, INDIANA 
GERANIUM GROWERS SINCE 1919 
. A 













4 yr. old 10” high Evergreens less than 
30c ea. Separately labeled. Shipped poste 
paid at proper planting time. Send only 
$2.25 today for 8 trees. Ne C.O.D. please. 


R. H..SHUMWAY Seedsman, Dept. 493, Rockford, Illinois 








TRY FOR A $375°0 ART COURSE 


PRIZE: A complete art course —free train- 
ing for a career in commercial art—plus a 
drawing outfit and art textbooks. You’re 
trained by professional artists on staff of 
world’s largest home study art school. 
Enter contest! 

Draw girl's head 5 inches high. Use pencil. Drawings for 
April 1957 contest must be received by April 30. None 
returned. Winner notified. Amateurs only. Our students not 
eligible. Mail with name, age, address, to: 


ART INSTRUCTION, INC., STUDIO FG-37 
500 South 4th Street, Minneapolis 15, Minnesota 
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AT NEW LOW COST 
MORAINE LOCUST 


Fast-growing shade tree. 
thorns, no seeds—lives for years. 
Also Red Maple, fruits, straw- 
berries, evergreens, roses, nut 
trees, shrubs in FREE catalog. 
Write 


ZILKE Bros. Nursery, Box 150, Baroda, Mich. 


Se 
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CATALOG IN COLOR... **yga 


WRITE NOW! Valuable guide to water gardening gives 


| complete information on Tricker’s water lilies and aquatic plants 
— GUARANTEED to grow! Address office nearest you. 
(15 cents in Canada). 


Wm. TRICKER, HMC. 7307 arectside Avense, Saddle 
River, N. J., or 7319 Rainbow Terrace, Independence, Chie 


HOTBED HEATERS & VENTILATORS 
One inexpensive electric unit does both. 
Easily installed in your hotbed anytime. 

HEATER CIRCULATES WARM AIR 
VENTILATOR REMOVES STALE AIR 
DETAILS FREE FOR THE ASKING 
H. R. RAWSON 
4228 Highland Avenue, Downers Grove, Ill. 


ORIENTAL BUTTERFLIES 
12 RARE $1.95 


DIFFERENT 
EXQUISITE COLORS. 
ALL SPECIMENS PRESSED OPEN, 
FOR IMMEDIATE MOUNTING. 
R. T. WATERS (ovirect import) 


1383-95 E. 26 St., Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 


BOOK MANUSCRIPTS 


CONSIDERED 
by cooperative publisher who offers authors early 
publication, higher royalty, national distribution, and 
beautifully designed books. All subjects welcomed. 
Write, or send your MS directly. 


GREENWICH - PUBLISHERS, INC. 
Atten. MR. THOM 489 iad AVENUE 
NEW york 17, N. 


PUMP WATER DRY — SAVE MONEY 
SUCT-DRI 
Only $2.75 Sais 


Without electricity or mov- 


harg: on the water “and it goes 
suct- DRI ProbUCTS, BOX 39, BETHPAGE.. NEW YORK 


STOP CESSPOOL TROUBLE 
WITHOUT PUMPING! 


Do it yourself this simple way—Just pour a 100 
pound pail of “SURSOLVENT” into your sewerage 
system and let nature do the rest for you! Restores 
Cesspools and Septic Tanks to almost new condi- 
tion; ends cesspool worries! Write for FREE testi- 
monials and prices NOW . TODAY! 
ELECTRIC epene§ CLEANING co., F&G, 
ALLSTON 34, MASS. 


Tell your friends about 
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All-America Roses 
(Continued from page 23) 

Two spectacular roses received the 
coveted AARS award for 1957, ‘White 
Bouquet’ and ‘Golden Showers.’ 
‘White Bouquet’ is an enchanting 
white floribunda with sparkling flowers 
up to five inches across and lustrous, 
dark green foliage. The flowers are 
gardenia-like and open fully with 
petals spreading to form opulent white 
blooms with a sweet spicy fragrance. 
The bushy form of this variety makes 
it especially valuable for bedding, 
foundation plantings, and borders. 

‘Golden Showers’ is the first pillar 
and climbing rose in many years to 
receive the All-America award. Its 
large, four to five-inch vivid, deep 
yellow blooms occur in great profusion 
in the early spring and recur through- 
out the season as new canes continue 
to produce many flowers. The large, 
leathery, glossy foliage which covers 
the plant is highly resistant to mildew. 
‘Golden Showers’ may be grown as 
a climber, pruned to grow as a five 
foot symmetrical bush, or trained as a 
self-supporting pillar, or column, ten 
feet high. 


All-America roses survive the test 
of time: ‘Charlotte Armstrong,’ cerise 
red hybrid tea noted for its beautiful 
long bud and healthy plant, was a 
winner back in 1941 and remains a 
favorite today. ‘Lowell Thomas,’ deep 
yellow hybrid tea (1944) ; ‘Rubaiyat,’ 
cerise red hybrid tea (1947) ; ‘Flora- 
dora,’ salmon rose floribunda (1945) ; 
‘Mirandy,’ crimson red hybrid tea 
(1945) ; ‘High Noon,’ yellow climber 
(1948); ‘Diamond Jubilee,’ buff hy- 
brid tea (1948); ‘Pinkie,’ light rose 
pink polyantha (1948) ; ‘Forty-Niner,’ 
brilliant red and yellow bicolored hy- 
brid tea (1949) ; all continue among 
the most widely planted and exhibited 
roses. ‘Peace,’ pale gold tinged with 
pink, hybrid tea (1946), may be the 
most popular rose in the world, ac- 
cording to every poll. ‘Fashion,’ coral 
pink floribunda (1950), is the most 
widely planted of its type, and pushes 
‘Peace’ for top honors in popularity. 

Although the above list reads like 
a “Who’s Who” of rosedom, more 
recent All-America winners are equally 
outstanding. “Vogue,” cherry coral 
floribunda (1952); ‘Helen Traubel,’ 
apricot pink hybrid tea (1952); ‘Ma 
Perkins,’ coral-shell pink floribunda 
(1953) ; ‘Chrysler Imperial,’ crimson 
red hybrid tea (1953) ; and ‘Mojave,’ 


apricot orange hybrid tea (1954) have 
taken their rightful places in the 
gardens and hearts of rose lovers every- 
where. 

The rose which was so outstanding 
and so different that it has become the 
first of an entirely new class was an 
All-America winner in 1955. ‘Queen 
Elizabeth,’ a clear pink, heads the 
grandiflora class, and produces buds 
and blooms of hybrid tea quality with 
the profusion of floribunda, both 
singly and in clusters with cutting- 
length stems, on a husky plant which 
is larger and stronger than the average. 

‘Tiffany,’ yellow-pink blend hybrid 
tea (1955), possesses an intense frag- 
rance and captivating form; ‘Jiminy 
Cricket,’ coral-orange floribunda 
(1955), jaunty, floriferous; and ‘Cir- 
cus,’ multicolored floribunda predom- 
inantly yellow and red, (1956), are 
other outstanding predecessors of 


‘White Bouquet’ and ‘Golden Show- 
ers.’ 


LIVE AND LEARN 


While clearing winter mulch and 
debris from my garden in March, 
I never fail to get over anxious and 
rambunctious with the hoe and 
rake. The results should be enough 
to make anyone learn — chopped 
off tops of tulips, lilies and the 
tender shoots of other perennials. 

The best alternative to such a 
dilemma is to use a soft-wooded, 
reed hand rake. At first, kneeling 
across the bed to be cleared, a space 
can be cleared. When a space is 
clear and the position of plants 
emerging determined, one may 
gingerly step into the bed to make 
the work handier. 

Farther north this garden clean- 
ing would not commence so early 
as in this area. 

—Max McDonald, Arkansas 


Flower & Garden pays regular rates 
for “Live and Learn” contributions 
from readers. Write us about your 
amusing gardening mistakes and 
blunders. Address “Live and Learn,” 
in care of Flower & Garden, Mid- 
America Building, Kansas City 11, 
Mo. 
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For a March party favor, cut a 
shamrock out of a green blotter and 
scatter grass seeds on it. Keep it moist 
and in a few days it will be covered 
with green grass. 

Mrs. ]. G. Hooker, South Dakota 


Editor’s note: If you have a JUST FOR 
FUN trick, send it to us. We will pay a 


dollar for every idea published. These 
ideas cannot be acknowledged or re- 
turned. 


The Crape Myrtle 

(Continued from page 17) 
one cares to go to the trouble, it can 
be set in a small tub and taken to the 
basement before severe cold weather, 
but the only thing gained by this extra 
work is a little longer blooming sea- 
son, since to get the proper amount 
of current growth wood, it must be 
cut back when it is again set outdoors 
in the spring. 

I have never found it profitable to 
try to keep the whole plant from freez- 
ing, but after cutting the shrub al- 
most to the ground, I heap a mound 
of dirt over it about three feet in 
diameter at the base and 12 or 14 
inches high at the center. Although I 
have never had to resort to it, if a 
prediction of 15 or 20 degrees below 
zero were made, I think I would cover 
this mound of earth with some sort 
of mulch—leaves, cornstalks, or any 
other material that would help to 
conserve ground warmth. 

Like everything else that is worth 
while, crape myrtle takes some effort 
on the part of the gardener if it is 
going to do its best for you. But what 
other shrub can you name that will 
bloom this far north from early 
August until it freezes, needs no spray- 
ing and little watering, and yet goes 
on repeating its beautiful flowering 
for years on end? You will recall, I 
hope, that most of our flowering 
shrubs in this area—lilac, beauty bush, 
forsythia, japonica, and various 
flowering trees bloom for short periods 
only—and, in many cases, require a 
a great deal of care. Since you know 
all this to be true, why not try a 
crape myrtle? If you will do this, I 
am sure you will want more. # 
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LOWEST-COST FERTILIZER 


ActivO makes rich, activated compost-fertilizer, 
quicker, 


400,000 Camellias ©* 400,000 Azaleas 
500,000 Rhododendrons 


Flowering Shrubs of Every Description 


SELLING OUT SALE 


Shade Trees ® 


| am selling out the remainder of National Nurseries stock at give-away 
prices. Nothing Reserved. Sales will continue until entire stock is sold. The 
plants must go regardless of price. Sale will positively close May 31, 1957. 


FEW OF THE BARGAINS 
Camellias — Mixed from 400 varieties of some of World's finest camellias, unlabeled. Will try to 
send your choice but cannot guarantee. 3 to 4 years old, mostly budded: 6 for $5; 12, $9; 100, 
$65. 6 to 10 years old, extra heavy, budded: $4 each. 
Sasanqua Camellias — (very hardy) — 2 years: 6, $5; 12, $9. 
Native Azaleas — (hardy, deciduous, will grow anywhere) — Mixed Colors, 2 ft. to 4 ft.: 12, $3; 
24, $5; 100, $18. 
Rhododendrons — (grow anywhere, evergreen, unsurpassed in beauty) — Mixed colors, 2 ft. to 4 ft.: 
12, $4; 24, $7; 100, $25. 
Rose Bushes — Field Grown, Assorted Varieties and Colors, 2 years old: 10, $4.50. 
Banana Trees — Rooted Butts, bearing size, will grow in house, shade or sun. 4 yeors old: each $5. 
Privet Hedge — (2 ft. to 4 ft.) 50 for $10, 100 for $15. 
Multiflora Rose — (2 to 4 ft.) 50 for $10; 100 for $15. 
English Ivy — (climbing vine) — rooted cuttings: 12, $3; 100, $20. 


St. Augustine Lawn Grass — it is hardy, plant anytime, evergreen, thrives in shade or sun, $4 per 
bushel twigs. 


Do Your Own Landscaping At These Give-Away Prices 

All Plants Listed Below Will Grow Anywhere in U. S. 
50c Ea. (1 to 3 ft.) — Flowering Shrubs: Weigela Rosea, Spirea, Lilac, Snowberry, Forsythia, Dog- 
wood, Deutzia, Mock Orange, Althea, Redbud, Blue Mist, Butterfly Bush, Beauty Bush, Hydrangea, 
Hypericum, Coral Barry, Purple Fringe, Flowering Quince. 
Trees: Weeping Willow, Pin Oak, Maple, Elm, Ash, Tulip, Birch. 


Miscellaneous: 50c Ea.: Honeysuckle, Red Cedar, Holly, Blackberries, Blueberries. 
All above plants shipped prepaid. You may come to the nursery and make your selection as 
to varieties. No time to send price lists or letters during this sale. Remittance with order. 


All plants sold as is on Sales Lots. On mail orders you may return any unsatisfactory plants 
immediately for full refund. 


Vincaminor, 


MINIMUM ORDER $3.00 
THOUSANDS OF OTHER BARGAINS! COME SEE FOR YOURSELF! 


Save enough on shrubbery to pay for a trip to Mississippi's beautiful Gulf Cost! 


Halfway between Gulfport and Biloxi. (Turn at the Big 
Sign on the Beach). Shipped now or when desired. 


Address Mail Orders to Spurgeon Pickering, Dept. K. C., Biloxi, Mississippi 













better, easier, cheaper, from waste, =_— We now offer the largest selection 

leaves, garbage, etc. (reduces garbage without of choice Tree Peonies in the | 
) . . . Activates, conditions, and sweetens Tat country — having recently pur- 
. many other uses, Organic, Bacterial, chased the entire Tree Peony stock of 


soils . . 
Odorless. Trial size for 425-Ib. compost, No. 2, 
$1.00. 1400-Ib. size, No. 7, $2.95. 
2-ton size, $6.95. ALL PREPAID. 


BENSON-MACLEAN 









the famous Oberlin Peony Gardens! l 
Write for new FREE catalogue! 


Louis Smirnow, G3, 85 Linden 
Glen Head P. 0. ile LY. 


ig. economy 





Bridgeton 37, Indiana i 


Henry Field’s Special Offer: 


(1 of each color) 


Cite aya WY 


ALL 3 for only 
FOR BEDS, BORDERS, BOUQUETS 
Spectacular Beauty for 


manent MOE: 


Mail only a dime for 3 generous helpings of 
this vigorous seed! You'll be rewarded with 
countless, dramatic spikes of color... clear 
pink, vibrant red and glowing yellow. 


HENRY FIELD Seed & Nursery Co. g 
7870 Oak St., Shenandoah, lowa 


Yes, send me the 3 pkts. of Snapdragon 
seed. I enclose 10c. (No stamps, please.) 


Plants, about 2 feet tall, are crowned with 
glorious 6” to 12” blooms from midsummer 
on. Easy to grow in full sun or partial shade. 
You need to pick only a few blooms to have 
a striking bouquet ... you'll say, “they almost 
arrange themselves!” 


Henry Field 


Check here to get big new seed and 
nursery catalog, free. 


O 
Name. 


St. or Re 


irc rrreeesrnieeeneneeirne ? 
oe oe ow For over 60 Years” as an =» 


We can’t repeat this special get-acquainted 
offer, so send for yours right now. You'll 
love them! 


Tee e ae e e e ee ee ee 










































LIFETIME PLASTIC MARKERS 


STRONG — DURABLE — EASILY MARKED 


PREFERRED by Professional 
and Amateur Growers to 
identify all cuttings, seed- 
lings, plants and shrubs. 
Heavy gauge, white plastic 
is permanent, will not rot, 
withstands all weather and 
soil conditions. Reusable. 
Low cost. 


SAMPLE ASSORTMENT 


50 MARKERS — 10 ea. of A, C, D, 
F and 5 of B and H 


ONLY $1.00 >xi0 


OR, WRITE FOR OUR NEW 
QUANTITY PRICES AND SAVE! 


NO C.0.D.'S, PLEASE 


Wt i30) |e 4 


10342 LANARK, DETROIT 24, MICH. 
TUxede 2-8013 DEPARTMENT H-4 


Canada: C. A. Cruickshank, Far West: 1864 S. 120th St. 
1015 Mt. Pleasant Rd. Seattle 88, Wash. 
Toronto 12, Ontario. Department H-4 


AMERICA’S MOST COMPLETE 


DAFFODIL CATALOG 


For the best Daffodils for your garden, or for cutting, 
exhibiting, or hybridizing, read our illustrated catalog 
listing about 400 varieties and giving classification, ap- 
proximate blooming period, height, color, and many other 
interesting features. New 1957 introductions as well as 
other new and older varieties. Send 25c for your copy. 
Price list alone is free. Discounts on early orders. 

GRANT E. MITSCH 
Box N Daffodil Haven CANBY, OREGON 


Plants grow as never 
before with this 


POWER PACK 


for gardens 


Vitalizes soil with dynamic action 
along with slow, ECONOMICAL, but 
surer-fire fertilizing response 


Not a new product discovery, but a new 
combination-use of two old favorite prod- 
ucts ... ActivO and Atlas Fish Fertilizer. 


Yes, that’s right—to get a new response from plants 
you merely use ActivO and Atlas together — for 
flowers, vegetables, fruit trees, and by all means 
on LAWNS .. . because the action of one com- 
plements that of the other . . . the natural 
DYNAMIC AGENCIES of ActivO boost the sure- 
fire fertilizing values of all-organic Atlas Fish 
Emulsion, and these values. in turn, stimulate 
greater virility of the beneficial organisms and 
hiotie factors with which ActivO teems. This 
“power pack’’ works also to assure faster com- 
posting and a richer end-product. AND YOU CAN 
PROFITABLY USE THIS TEAM FOR GARDEN, 
LAWN, HOUSEPLANTS OR COMPOST ANY TIME 
OF YEAR! 


The expert researcher who first discovered the 
double-barrelled power of Atlas and ActivO in 
combination must now take a back seat to the en- 

thusiastic home gardeners who've dis- 
covered the delightful results for 
themselves. So that you, too, may 
try the Atlas-ActivO power pack, 
we're giving you the choice of two 
genuine-bargain offers: 


$6.95) z 
fas Emulsion 
liquid 
; (reg. $6.25) BOTH 
POSTPAID, for only $10.95. 


. 
I ay 


Mace 


4 & @B) GARDEN CUPBOARD) == 
\ Rey ‘ Box 61 
ee Terre Haute, 12P, 

; Indiana 


TESTING 


Home Garden Soils 


by Earl F. Downey 


DuRING THE GROWING PROCESS, all plant life progresses from the first 
stage of seed germination, through several degrees of development, to 
the final one of maturity, when it puts forth seeds for harvest or propaga- 
tion. 

In this process, food nutrients are absorbed from the soil. One of 
these is nitrogen in the form of nitrates. Others are phosphorus, potash 
and calcium, in the form of lime. Magnesium, iron, aluminum, manga- 
nese, sulphates, chlorides and a number of trace elements such as iodine 
and boron are also taken into the plant system. 

Some others such as oxygen, hydrogen and carbon are available to 
them in almost unlimited quantities from the air that surrounds them. 
Unlike the last three mentioned, the others must be supplied to the soil 
by you. This is in order for them to be available as required. 

Let’s concern ourselves with what we call “The Big Four” of the 
plant foods—nitrogen, phosphorus, potash and calcium. Although calcium 
is not considered a food element, it is very necessary in many cases. When 
a soil is overly acid we add ground limestone to decrease the acidity, 
which when done, makes the other three food nutrients more easily 
available. 

During the growing process the plants remove from the soil and take 
into their root, stem and leaf systems, varying amounts of these food 
nutrients. When these plants are removed from the property, all the food 
nutrients they absorbed go along with them. This is good for the consumer 
of the foods, if they are such, but it is bad for the soil from which they 


have been harvested, as it is left depleted to the extent of what the plants 
have removed. 


The use of a soil auger or 
regular large wood bit sunk 
into the soil will bring up 
a sample from just about 
any depth you wish to sink 
it to. 


oy eee Sa 


Flower & Garden Magazine for 





Mi 








Mid-America, March, 1957 


Fine dried soil should 
be passed through a 
sifter before being 
poured into a test 
tube. 


To clarify this statement, let’s look at it this way: When corn is 
grown for an ear crop and produces as many as 50 to 60 bushels to the 
acre, it will absorb and remove from the soil at harvest time, food elements 
in about the following quantities: 

Nitrogen (N) 47 to 57 pounds. 
Phosphoric acid (P,.O,) 26 pounds. 
Potash (K,O) 18 to 22 pounds. 

The nutrients must have been in the soil for them else they would 
not enhance the food value of the corn ears. Since these nutrients have 
been absorbed by the crop, it can be understood that repeated removal 
of any portion of them can, and generally does, leave the soil in a pretty 
sad state of fertility. If you do not ever replace the elements that were 
removed, the situation (as far as food for growing plants is concerned) 
will become quite serious. 

“Well,” you might say, “I always add manures to my land after re- 
moving a crop.” All right—-let’s see if adding manure will replace what 
has been removed by the corn crop. One ton of cow manure will supply 
the following elements in the weights given below. 

Nitrogen (N) 12 pounds. 
Phosphoric Acid (P.O0,) 4 pounds. 
Potash (K.O) 10 pounds. 

Since the corn crop removed 47-26-18, and one ton of manure 
adds 12-4-10, you can see yourself where the shortages are. They must be 
made up or a deficiency will exist. Even the addition of five tons of 
manure to the acre would not give your soil the proper balance. 

No one can tell by looking at a soil how much of what food nutrients 
are in it. Neither can they tell the amount removed by a crop, or what is 
left. Only a soil test can point out these differences to you. From then 
on you become your own soil doctor. 


Agricultural soil chemists, realizing the problems confronting the 
average gardener, have made great contributions for the benefit of the 
gardener by the development of practical, simple to operate soil test kits. 
Their use requires no special skill. 


There are many kits of various types on the market. One popular 
kind comes in three models—a popular garden kit for $3.95, a horti- 
cultural kit for $14.95 and a deluxe kit for $29.95. Each has the same 
chemicals, the only difference being that the larger kits make more soil 
tests—have more material in them. This type of kit does not point out 
what nutrients are in a soil. It does show however, by means of com- 
parative color charts, how much of what nutrients you should add to a 
soil to bring it to a high state of fertility and productivity and hold it 
there. To my way of thinking, this is the proper approach for the average 
gardener. Even if you knew what nutrients were in a soil would you know 
if they were or were not enough? Would you know if they were in a 
balanced condition? These kits will tell you just what percentage of each 
element to add to your soil to balance it. No guesswork is involved. 


(Please turn page ) 
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CATALOG IN COLOR 


One ‘of America’s finest collections 
of Hardy Perennials, Rock Plants, 
Flowering Shrubs, Iris and Poppies 









JM pronounces a tniiineail 


LAMB NURSERIES 


E. 101 Sharp, Box A-37, Spekane, Wash. 


EXTRA CHOICE 
KENTUCKY BLUE GRASS 
Our 28 Ib. super refined Kentucky Blue Grass 
represents the finest available. Per Ib. $1.85. 
Vegetable Seeds—We have 500 varieties. You 

name — we hove it. 15c¢ pkt. 

25 assoried Top Size Glads—mixed colors $1.75. 
Jumbo 2” Begonias, assorted colors. 6 for $2.00. 
Activo 1 Ib. can $1.25. 

RAPID GRO, 1 Ib. can $1.25. 

Instant Vigoro, 1 Ib. can $1.25 
Acme Squeeze Rose Duster $1.50. 


ANTOINE’S Mail Order 


Garden Center 
112 E. Lexington, Independence, Mo. 






GROW I MADE OF 
YOUR N EVERLASTING 
ALUMINUM 


YARD! 






PYRAMID GARDEN 


Adds interest and beauty to your garden. Producesa 
bigger, better crop. 5 ft. size just right for 50 plants. 


Only $7.95 ppd. 
SPECIAL! 5 ft. aluminum garden with 50 
Superfection everbearing strawberry plants. 


—— Complete ... Only $9.95 ppd. 


ORDER FROM THIS AD. SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER! 


MINNETONKA NURSERIES 
Dept. GF3 





Excelsior, Minnesota 





HARDY NATIVE 
AMERICAN PLANTS 


Trees, Shrubs, Plants and Bulbs 
Evergreens, Rhododendrons, Mountain 
Laurel, Azaleas, Hemlocks, Ground 
Covers, Rock-Garden Plants, Ferns, 
Orchids, Lilies, Trilliums. Many others 
by tens of thousands. Specimen Nurs- 
ery Stock for Particular Planters. 


Free Nursery Catalog. Write for yours 
today—HAPPY HOBBY for more than 
half a Century. 


Gardens of the Blue Ridge 


E. C. ROBBINS 
Ashford, McDowell County, N. C. 
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METAL G A R D F N M A x K F R S vol Eng (Continued from page 55) 


Always use clean tools when taking 
White Zine Galyanized Steel '? S2usestee! wire | soil samples. Otherwise contamina- 


Name Plates Standards , on 
whissesine eatin tion is likely to take place and test 
P CUVERENT STYLES river—10% additional west | results will be inaccurate. 


A—12 inch hair pin type 18 for $ 1.00; 100 for $ 4.00 We prefer to take samples where 
B— 7 inch plant label 80 for $ 1.00; 1000 for $10.00 ° as . 
C—10 inch Garden Marker............ 15 for $ 1.00; 100 for f 4.50 & Gop shows indications other than 


D— 3 inch Swing label 20 for $ 1.00; 100 for $ 3.00 | normal. You can also take samples 


E—11!/, inch Rose Marker 12 for $ 1.00; 100 for $ 5.50 from a location where a crop makes 
F—20 inch Display double. like E 10 for $ 1.00; 100 for $ 7.50 


G—2I inch Single wire... 28 for $ 1.50; 100 for $ 5.75 | €XCeptionally good growth in order to 
H— 6 inch Pot label... 30 for $ 1.00; 100 for $ 2.50 | find out why it does so. Also compare 
]— 4 in. for African Violets 100 for $ 1.00; 1000 for $ 6.00 these results with those taken from a 
TRIAL KIT to acquaint new customers with our markers il w BS , . 
and labels we prepay THREE each of A, C, D, E, H, and soil where plants are skimpy. By doing 
20 B, together with a weatherproof pencil all for $1.00. Add | SO you can find out what to add to 
10% to all above prices if west of Miss. River. the skimpy plant soil to increase 
Everlasting Label Co., Box 693, Paw Paw, Mich. | growth. If you are going to test soil 
from locations where nothing has been 


f , it will be well to tak | 
N ew Vegetab l es SAWDUST —- FERTILIZER rea “Si "This will sive 
from C A We A o A You ,can apply 700-800 Ibs. sawdust. per 1000 you an overall picture. Take samples 
sq. ft. of garden to build rich topsoil rapidly, 


and greatly increase nitrogen level, if you use from a depth of about four to five 


the ActivO process. Cheaper, more permanent, : : 
RIPEN EARLIEST OF ae and better soil conditioner than with oa inches depending upon the crop to be 
Enjoy garden vegetables way ahead o fertilizer. No compost heap to make. Apply wwii 
omen. Cabbage, size of grapefruit, Is directly to garden. Apply now—anytime. Rush grown the more deep rooted the 


sweet, tender. Big crops of sugary, tender postcard for free bulletin, ‘How To Turn Saw- crop, the greater the depth the sampl 
peas in 3-inch pods on dwarf vines. Pep- dust Into Gold’. P; § Pp ple 


pers are big, sweet, gold color. Red Salad Buy ActivO at garden-supply counters, $1 to should be taken from. 
Trim Lettuce (not. Canadian) makes $29.95. Or send $2.95 for good trial size .. . 


spectacular salads. enough to treat 1500 sq. ft. sawdust applica- After the removed soil is thoroughly 
WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG tion . . . POSTPAID. 


. dry, sift it through a fine mesh sifter 
EED & NURSERY , § 
A es STAmneen, MINNESOTA ACTIVO PROCESS, Bridgeton 5, Ind. such as one finds around the kitchen. 


Pour sifted soil samples into test tubes 
until they are % full. Measure out 


IMPROVING FROM OUR BOOKSHELF the proper chemicals as given in the 


YOUR GARDEN instructions that come with any type 


olla IMPROVING YOUR GARDEN kit. Shake the test tubes for about 
‘ & THROUGH SOIL MANAGEMENT one minute after the chemicals have 
ty 5 by Earl Downey $3.95 been poured in with the soil. Let set 


) until the solution clears to a clean, 
i ee ee ‘ 


7 Ta», A complete book on soil management with clear color. These colors will vary with 

a be 100 manent ae ee —_ each different type of soil. Match the 
ing what you n o know u ’ ; 

flower and vegetable garden. Specific in- = a these men ine — charts 

formation in easy to understand language. wy ear-eidigeintagtyean tage) much 

of what element of the “Big Four” to 


. ss Afri Violet Book sree dd he soil under test. # 
ermeioe Se Sean F $1.00 ae, VIOLET ; ee  aemeaiauass of picture 


cnsnneeat were grown in a soil that was tested and 

A compact, fact-filled book on the culture - — ord pas Np ao — 

’ ; : : ; according to the soil test. The lower three 

and care of African Violets. Information for were grown in another section of the 

the beginner as well as the specialist and ae ee garden in a soil that had a deficiency 

collector. Tells how to choose your violets . of potash and phosphorus along with a 
by strains and by color. ‘ small deficiency of nitrogen. 


Order either or both books from FLOWER & 
GARDEN BOOK SHOP, Dept. 1023, 559 West- 
port Road, Kansas City 11, Mo. 


FLOWER & GARDEN Book Shop 


Enclosed is [ |] Check [ ] Money Order 


Please send me_____copies of IMPROVING YOUR GARDEN THROUGH 
SOIL MANAGEMENT — $3.95 each postpaid. 


Please send me copies of THEONeX AFRICAN VIOLET BOOK. 
$1.00 each postpaid. 


NAME 
STREET 
Se hatiencerttnet esieniertnitiiiinlasetsemacnssicditndih-cdeess ER neg 


ae 
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GARDENING 
WITH SAW 
AND HAMMER 





ket Fences 






by Archie Schulz 
drawings by Art Olmscheid 


BRACING= )"x4' 







ara WITH THE SIMPLEST OF TOOLS, a 


. saw, hammer and square, you can 
make all but the fanciest of designs 













GROUND LINE 


i‘ it ; : . 
f 11 r in picket fences. An attractive picket 
| : ; . ; 
1.3 : fence provides a frame for your home, 
Pit . an LJ a marker for your property, it keeps 
4°x 4" REINFORCING Posts SECTION THRU 


out trespassers (and children and pets 
in), and is a handsome background 
for many garden materials. 












Redwood and cypress are long last- 
ing and can be used without paint. 
In most areas, however, pine is lower 
priced and it is easy to work with. 
No matter what your choice in wood, 
do use a preservative such as creosote 
to treat the part of the wood which 
extends into the ground. You can pur- 


| 

! 

' . 

4 chase this at any hardware and most 
SECTION THRY lumber stores. 


4% 4° REINFORCING PosTs 





BRACIN G-I"'x 4" 


















Picmers.i'x 4) 


To make the rounded arc tops, use 
something similar to a tomato can to 
draw arcs on the wood before cutting. 





When leveling the fence, always 
measure from the top of the picket to 
the top of the bracing. Otherwise, 
you'll have a rolling fence. 


If you really want the fence to last, 
set the supporting (reinforcing posts) 
into concrete. 
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RATE 40 cents per word. Minimum order accepted in the CLASSIFIED SECTION—$8.00 per issue. 


headings $1.50 extra. 


CLASSIFIED 


Special 


initials, street address, city, state counted. Post office zone number will not 


charged for. Closing date 12th of 2nd preceding month. Terms: CASH WITH ORDER. Address: FLOWER & 


GARDEN, Classified Dept., 


AFRICAN VIOLETS 


25,000 AFRICAN VIOLETS. Many new exclusive 
introductions. Free list. Fair prices. Oppen’s Green- 
houses, Dept. GM. 4330 Auburn Rd., Salem, Ore. 


AFRICAN VIOLETS. Plants, rooted-cuttings, leaves. 
7 stamp for new 1957 list. Krogman’s Violetry, 
1365 South 125th, Milwaukee 14, Wis. 


TOP OF THE CROP African violets. Thunderhead, 
largest single white. Many others. Stamp for list. 
Amy Alcorn, 210 South Rhode Is., Mason City, Ia. 


AFRICAN VIOLET SUPPLIES. Soil, pots, insecti- 
cides, charcoal, labels, wicking. Complete line. Cat- 
alog. Neil C. Miller, Penns Grove 29, N. J. 


AFRICAN VIOLET SEED: Mixture from 50 named 
varieties. 300 seed with planting instructions for 
$1.00. Mrs. Paul Myers, 4725 E. 35th Sc., In- 
dianapolis, Ind. 


AMERICA’S FINEST—Free Catalog on request. See 
our ad on page 45. Fischer Greenhouses, Dept. G, 
Linwood, N. J. 


AMARYLLIS 


FINEST STRAIN HYBRID AMARYLLIS. Large 
blooming size bulbs, field grown, 3 for $1.45, 6 for 
$2.75, $5.00 dozen, delivery November to March. 
Charles Snyder, Rubio Ranch, Alta Loma, Calif. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 





WAXES FLOORS WITHOUT “WAX”. New in- 
. No more floor wax to buy. Sensational 
. Samples sent on trial. Kristee 107, Akron, 


“HOME BUSINESS DIGEST” has Sparetime money- 
making income, opportunities galore. Sample copy 
25c. Joseph om 79-G Greenbelt Lane, Levit- 
town, N. 

SPECIALIZED MAGAZINES — 5,166 publications 
—current copies. Also 1,148 Self-Help Books. All 
trades, professions, sports, hobbies, etc. List Free. 
payeenmens, 34DY North Ritter, Indianapolis 19, 





TO $100.00 WEEKLY. Sparetime, home operated 

mail-order business. Successful “‘beginner’s” plan. 

Everyching opis Lynn, 10420-FG National, 
Angeles 


GROW ORCHIDS AT HOME — profitable — fas- 
cinating. Year ‘round. Maine to lif. No green- 
house. Gorgeous Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, etc. Success- 
ful home grower shows you how. Free—Full details. 

623, 100 So. Vermont, Los 


CALADIUMS 


FANCY CALADIUMS. More than 100 named 
varieties including the newer lance type. Write for 
list and prices. Joyner’s Caladium Specialist, 5102 
Seminole Avenue, Dept. X, Tampa 3, Fla. 


CANNAS 


CANNAS—OLD AND NEW. 
lists. Hazel Milhoan, Re. 
Louisiana. 


10c to $1.00. Iris— 
1, Box 640, Bossier City, 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


HARDY GARDEN CHRYSANTHEMUMS, over 
125 varieties, write for free list. David L. Norvell, 
Chrysanthemums, E. 2525 N. Altamont Bivd., 
Spokane 32, Wash. 


58 


559 Westport Road, Kansas City 11, 


Missouri. 


GET OUR FREE CATALOG describing new Chrys- 
anthemums, Hemerocallis, Japanese, Siberian, Beard- 
ed Iris. Don’t miss Davey Crockett! Omar Coles, 
Magnolia, N. J. 


HARDY GARDEN CHRYSANTHEMUMS. Gor- 
geous colors. Strong, state inspected plants. Write 
for bargain offer for early orders. Burnette Gardens, 
Assumption, Ill. 


MODERN MUMS FOR 1957, our new list, again 
features the finest garden Chrysanthemums and other 
choice perennials for gardeners in ‘‘Mid-America.”’ 
Send for your copy today. Fleming's Flower Fields, 
3100 Leighton Ave., Lincoln, Nebr. 


CREEPING PHLOX 


MOST BEAUTIFUL GROUND COVER ... 

brings solid mass of pink flowers . . . 

foliage yearround . . . Height 6 to 8 inches . . 
25 plants $2.50; 50-$4. 00; 100-$8.00. Postpaid 
anywhere USA. Positively "guaranteed. Rogercrest 
Gardens, FG- Rt 2, Wenatchee, Wash. 


DAHLIAS 


12 GORGEOUS LARGE FLOWERING DAHLIAS, 

labeled, $3.75 postpaid. Orders before March Ist 

get $1.00 Dahlia free. Smith’s Garden, Manchester, 
an. 


TWELVE NAMED GIANTS $3.50. One each— 
Cherokee Beauty, Groucho Marx, Mary Elizabeth, 
Ned Seymour $7.50. List. Meeske’s Dahlias, Wy- 
oming, IIl. 


DAHLIA ROOTS, 8 large beauties $2.00; Poms 
Miniatures, 10 for $2.00; Lost tag, 12 for $2.00; 
3 orders $5.00; postpaid. Martell’s Dahlia Gardens, 
19 Allerton St., Quincy, Mass. 


DAHLIAS: We list 80 gorgeous Giant, Miniature 
and Pompon varieties. Ask for descriptive list. 
Moses Nurseries, Box 65, Lima, N. Y. 


DAYLILIES 


DAYLILIES FROM SEED. Grow beautiful hybrids 
easily and cheaply. An exciting adventure. Free 
oe: Saxton Daylily Gardens, Saratoga Springs, 


DAYLILIES: 10 Freshly dug, husky plants $4.50. 
Bicolors: Bicolor, Caballero, Comet, Kelso, Jean. 
Pinks: Coralpiece, Dolly Varden, Rosalind, Santa Fe, 
Sulin. Golds: Glory, Halo, Hyperion, Nankin, Ophir, 
Triumph. Reds: Black Cherry, Granada, Port, 
Sachem, Tejas, Vega. Catalog. Hemknoll, Whippany, 
New Jersey. 


DAYLILIES, BEST VARIETIES. ials: Iris 6— 
$1.00; Daylilies 5—$1.00. Libsied Postpaid. Cata- 
log. Mrs. Tracie Cheatham, 345 South 4th, Dan- 
ville, Kentucky. 


WINNING DAYLILIES: August Orange, 
Gaiety, Hearthfire, Mykawa and Taruga, $4.50 
value only $3.00 postpaid. Extensive collections 
Daylilies, Irises, Poppies, Tree Peonies. Catalog. 
ne Box M. Arvista Gardens, Battle Creek, 
Mich. 


Festival, 


DRIFTWOOD 


SMALL GEMS OF ODDITY. Surpeisingly & different, 
highly ornamental exotic driftwood assort- 
ment, $5.00 prepaid (U. S. only). Write Little 
Drifters of the g .O. Box 207, Watsonville, 
Calif. (No. C.O.D. please.) 


TWO FLOWER ARRANGEMENT BOOKS featur- 
ing driftwood. Clear illustrations of excellent design. 
Book of 44 pictures $1.00. Book of 102 pictures 
$3.00 P.P. Florence M. Schaffer, Kingsburg, Calif. 


FLOWER ARRANGERS SUPPLIES 


DRIED MATERIALS ¢. su oe 
Flowers, Pods, Cones, inclu 
Artistic Accessories, ar Catalog. Dru 
Valley, Calif. 


CAREFULLY SELECTED EQUIPMENT for flower 

and corsages at lowest prices. Free 
illustrated catalog. Dorothy Biddle Service. MA-3, 
Hawthorne, N. Y. 


GARDENIAS 


3 GARDENIA PLANTS FREE until Easter with 
each dozen or assortment of the following plants: 
Bougainvillea, Cestrum, Croton, Gardenia, Hibiscus, 
Jasmine, Poinsettia. $3.50 Dozen f.0.b. Florida. 
Philip Pate, Kissimmee 11, 


~—," Colorful 
Manzanita. 
e's, Carmel 


GERANIUMS 


SIX FREE-BLOOMING IVY GERANIUMS, 
different and in assorted colors, shipped 
for only $2.50. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
catalog, with growing instructions, 10c. 
Nurseries, Inc., Dept. 6, Kennebunkport, 


SPECIAL OFFER: 12 strong plants prepaid, $3.00, 
labeled, each different. 8 double zonals, 1 each fancy 
leaf. Unusual, odd, rare; ivy leaved; scented leaved, 


Free catalog. Cooks Greenhouses, Sterling, Kansas, 


, conversation pieces, gifts. 
$5.75. 10 to 16 inches. Gipple’s 
Springs, Fla. 


Six postpaid 
ifrwares, De Leon 


GLADIOLUS 


EXCITING GLADIOLUS GROW FROM SEED. 
Bulb Catalog and seed list free. Box 394-X. Ven- 
nard Nurseries, Sioux City, Ia. 


ALL AMERICA GLADS, plus the newest and finest 
originations in the world. Catalog with color free. 
25 Choice Bulbs $2.95. Listing the new Double and 
Dragon type glads. Bruce Collins, 8844 River Road, 
Utica, Mich. 


Symposium 
winners. Free catalog. Snyder's Glad Acres, Dept. M. 
Richmond, Mich. 


GLADIOLUS: 200 Giant, Miniature and All Amer- 
ica Varieties. Ask for colored listings. 

variety assortment, 

Moses Nurseries, Box 65, Lima, N 


GREENHOUSE GARDENING MAGAZINE 


THE ONLY PUBLICATION devoted to greenhouse 
. l-year subscription $1.09— 

subscription $2.00. Published bi-monthly. 
“Under Glass”, P.O. Box 114, Irvington 9, N. Y. 


HARDY PERENNIAL VERBENA 


plants, 12 for $1.75; 25 for $3.25; 50 for $6.00. 
Double Tube Rose Bulbs, same price postpaid. Mrs. 
Roy Harrell, Box 173, Fayetteville, Ga. 


HERB PLANTS: Fascinating. 70 varieties. 10c 
brings two attractive pamphlets listing 

seeds plus cooking euide. The Potters o 

Dept. H, Baraboo, Wisc. 


HERBS, FIELDGROWN PLANTS and Seeds. 
i “Herbs Described’’: 
Catalog only, 


HOLLY TREES 


HOLLY TREES . Hardy varieties that will grow 
for you. Send for free booklet. Earle Dilatush, Holly 
Specialist, RFD #1, Rt. #130, Robbinsville, N. J 


HOUSE PLANTS 


HOUSE PLANT SPECIALISTS. 

Begonias, geraniums described in illustrated catalog, 
Logee’s Greenhouses, Dept. FM, Danielson, 
Conn. 


GLOXINIAS, ACHIMENES, smithianthas, kohlerias, 
neta, rechsteinerias, streptocarpus, begonias — 

, plants. Fern Spores. Vera Dillard, 
3810 Bales, Kansas City 28, Mo. 
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HOUSE OF RARE PLANTS: Over 1,000 varieties. 
Full collections of Geraniums, Begonias, Ivies, Herbs. 
Catalog 25c. Merry Gardens, Camden, Maine. 
RARE HOUSE PLANTS. Beautiful exotics. 
old favorites. Extensive catalog 10c. Complete cul- 
tural instructions. Barrington Greenhouses, Dept. 
F, Barrington, N. J 


Also 





IRIS 
JRISES, DAYLILIES, PEONIES—Fine plants for 
Mid-America gardens for over 30 years. Free Catalog. 
Hill Iris and Peony Farm, Lafontaine, Kansas. 





LAWN GRASS 

FREE ZOYSIA PICTURE FOLDER. Many useful 
new facts from America’s oldest, most reliable 
grower. Meyer Z-52 turt square—equals 324 plugs 
—only $9.95 f.o.b. Order Today! See Ad, page 45. 


Attractive cealer plan. Beck's Zoysia Co., 843 Col- 
lege St., Auburn, Ala. 

CERTIFIED MEYER (Z-52) or Certified Emerald 
Zoysia. Enough to plant 2,000 square feet $15.00 
postpaid. Nordan’s Grass Farms, Dept. F, Abbe- 
ville, Ala. 

pe _________ 

LILACS 


LOVELIEST LILACS. New, rare and popular varieties. 
Own root, dug to order. List tree. Mabel L. Franklin, 
9225 S. Penn Ave., Minneapolis 20, Minn. 

oe MIMOSA 
EXQU ISITE PINK FLOWERING A ALBIZZIA_Juli- 
brissin Silk Tree. 25 Seeds, Hardy, $1.00. Joseph 


Hannibal, 6732 Windsor Mill Road, Baltimore 7, 
Maryland. 








_ MISCELLANEOUS: 





3-LINE Metal edion cubieer stamp dea pad post- 
paid $1.25 with order. Asher's, 2030 Haring St., 
Brooklyn 29. N. Y. 


SWISS FLORAL POSTCARDS—500 colorful beau- 
ties. List free. Samples 10c coin. Globe-Art Com- 
pany, Box 219, Madison Square Station, New York 
10, N. Y. 








‘MUSHROOMS 


MUSHROOM SPAWN “PLUS NEWEST Manureless 
growing methods. $1.00. Prepared Trays, 3 for 
$4.50. F.O.B., Free Literature. Luxgard, 641 South 
19th, Newark 3, N. J 


NURSERY STOCK 


AZALEA MOLLIS—in glowing yellows, flame and 
salmon pinks. Seed packet with full instructions 
$1.00. Mountain Valley Seeds, Rt. 6, Box 468, 
Tacoma, Wash. 











OF INTEREST TO WOMEN 


$200 MONTHLY POSSIBLE, Sewing Babywear! 


Fast, easy big demand! No house ——_ Send 
anes self-addressed envelope. Babygay, arsaw 
47, Ind. 


ORCHIDS 


SPECIE ORCHIDS: Rare Mexican, 
South American bareroot, blooming size plants at 
attractive prices. Also Miniatures and rare Botan- 
icals. Free list. Tropical Plant Company, RR 1, Box 
258-G, Laredo, Tex. 

13 ORCHID PLANTS $5.50 postpaid! One bloom- 
ing: 12 to bloom in six months. Novelty, ever- 


Central and 











blooming variety. Growing instructions included. 
Fascinating Orchid Booklet 50c. Samuel Presner, 
Box 4550-V, Coral Gables, Fla. 
PERENNIALS 
GIANT BEARDED, DUTCH IRIS. Tulips, Chry- 
santhemums 10 colors $1.00. 4 different colors 
Thrift, Blackberry Lilies. White phlox 18—$1.00. 
Houston Hughes, Russellville, Ala. 
PLANTS 
TOMATO, ONION, CABBAGE Plants. Also pep- 


per, Lettuce, Broccoli, Eggplant, Cauliflower, Sweet 
Potato. Write for Free Catalog with Bargain Offers. 
Piedmont Plant Company, Dept. 223, Albany, Ga. 





POULTRY 


WHITE, BARRED ROCKS, Reds, 
Hamplegs, Austrawhites, Leghorns, 
$12.99; Heavies, $5.99; Leftovers, 
$3.99; Unclassified Broilers, 
Hatchery, Clinton, Mo. 


66 BREEDS. FOB. Surplus, Rocks, Reds, 
dotres, Minorcas, Leghorns, Crosses, Hybrids, $5.99; 
Pullets, $13.99; Heavies, $4.99; Mixed, $3.99; 
Leftovers, $2.99; Deepfreeze, $1.49. Catalog. Every- 
body’s Chicks, Clinton, Missouri. 


ROSES 
SLIP ROSES YEAR ‘ROUND. Positive, scientific 
method. Roots and new wood in four weeks. Com- 
plete instructions, $1.00 prepaid. New Rose hor- 


mones for 100 slips, $1.00 prepaid. Roses Un- 
limited, 1814 Conlin Ave., Evansville 14, Ind. 


Hampshires, 
$6.99; pullets, 
$4.99; Surplus, 
$1.49. FOB Bush 


Wyan- 








SEMPERVIVUMS 


COLORFUL HEN AND CHICKS. 
Labeled prepaid, $3.00. Over 100 different vari- 
eties. ‘Make a Hobby of Hardy Sempervivums.” 
MacPherson Gardens, 2920 Starr, Toledo 5, Ohio. 


TREES & SHRUBS 
EVERGREENS, AZALEAS, RHODODENDRONS 
in baby sizes. Ornamental shrubs, trees, hollies. Send 


for free Spring Catalog. Green Ridge Nursery, 
Madison 9, Ohio. 


WE SELL on the Installment Plan. 
Peach and Apple Trees, 
Shrubs 13c; 
Catalog free. 
Rogers, Ark. 


BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS, SEEDLINGS, orna- 
mentals and Xmas tree stock. Azaleas, Rhododen- 
drons, Flowering shrub. Blueberries. Catalog Free. 
Girard Bros. Nursery, Geneva, Ohio. 


12 varieties. 








Best varieties 
low as 20c; Grapevines 8c; 
Evergreens 20c; Berries and plants. 
Benton County Nursery, Box 550, 













559 Westport Road 
Kansas City 11, Missouri 


Enclosed find $- _ for 


NAME___ 
ADDRESS _—__ 
CITY_ 


Mid-America, March, 1957 


USE THIS HANDY INSERTION ORDER TODAY! 
FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine for Mid-America 


following advertisement in the classified section of FLOWER & 
GARDEN Magazine for Mid-America, at 40c per word per month 
(including name and address). Minimum costs $8.00. 
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im Learn GREENHOUSE GROWING 





RHODODENDRON MAX., MT. LAUREL, Hem- 
lock, Holly, Flame Azalea, Dogwood, Red Maple 


and Red Cedar, 2-4 fr. 10—$4.00; 25—$9.00; 
100—$30.00; J. F. Norris, Butler, Tenn. R. 4. 
VIOLETS 





NEW HARDY VIOLET " HANDBOOK—descrip- 
tion varieties—-cultural notes—recipes—35c, coins 
only, to be deducted from order. Vista Violet Farm, 
1211 Monte Vista, Vista, Calif. 





WILDFLOWERS 


WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS, to brighten a shady 
nook. Send today for Free catalog. Wake Robin 
Farm, R. D. No. 1, Home, Pa. 


NATIVE WILDFLOWERS: Rhododendrons, azal- 
eas, evergreens, shrubs, trees, perennials, orchids, 
ferns, vines. Free catalogue. Three Laurels, Route 3, 


Marshall, N. C. 
1000 socress tases] 


Your name and address (choice 
of 3 lines) on 1000 fine quality 
gummed labels, WITH PLASTIC 
BOX, only $1 ppd. Any six 
orders for $5. THIS IS A SPE- 
CIAL OFFER. Use on stationery, 
checks, books, greeting cards, 
records, etc. Satisfaction guar- 
anteed. HANDY LABELS. 345 
Jasperson Bidg., Culver City 1, 
California. 


LOVELY GLOXINIAS 


LARGE POST 
BULBS $1 PAID 


One each—six colors. Limit twelve bulbs 
per customer. 


LLOYD’S GARDENS Gladstone, Oregon 












Mrs. Arthur H. Robinson 
1035 Thurmal Avenue 
Rochester, New York 













BE A FLORIST 


Learn flower arrangement, floristry. 
Make corsages, wreaths. center- 
Pieces, wedding bouquets, etc. Train 
at home for full or part time em- 
poyment. Our students find AGE no 
ar to profitable floristry jobs. Write 
for school literature or send for 
special illustrated lesson books: 


How to make 33 arrangements....$1.00 
How to make 25 corsages............ 1.00 
Hawaiian Flower Arrangement... 1.00 


FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 


Box 564-N2 Santa Cruz, Calif. 





For Fun-For Profet 


Our home study course in green- 
house growing will help you grow 
better flowers inside or outside your 
greenhouse. Earn spare time money, 
have a full time job, or open your 
own nursery and garden shop. 
Monthly Growing Schedules make 
everything so easy. AGE is no draw- 
back to getting profitable nursery 
jobs. Write for information or send 
25c for newsletter ‘‘The Green- 
house Grower.’’ 


FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 


P.O. Box 564 Santo Cruz, Calif. 


PARK’S “SURE-FIRE” 
SEED STARTER SET 


FOR 
QUICK, 
EASY, 
CERTAIN, 
RESULTS 


‘Here is an inexpensive Seed Starter Set that will 
enable you to grow the most difficult seeds. We 
use and recommend these materials and containers 
ourselves. Complete peers included. 

Six 7 =x Si Jiff Fiats 
Milled Sphagnum By ae plant food 
Heating Cable for bottom heat. 
12 labels and 1 pencil 
SO Jiffy Pots, 214” size 
Gardeners Handbook and Instruct 





Div. N-2 












Entire Kit, postpaid for only $395 


Write today for your "Sure-Fire”’ Kit. 


GEO. W. PARK SEED CO., Greenwood 47, S. C. 


































































































































































































































































































































EXHIBITION 


GARDEN MUMS 


ENJOY THE NEWEST AND FINEST 
GRAND MERE’S ‘57 EXCLUSIVES 
UNUSUAL « BRILLIANT+ KING SIZE 


EXHIBIT PRIZE BLOOMS NEXT FALL 


FREEDOM — 5 to 6 inch pure white balls. 
Outstanding. Oct. 5. 


TRULY YOURS — 4 to 6 inch, lovely rose 
pink, slightly reflexed. Sept. 25. 


HIS LORDSHIP — Huge balls of rich red. 
Compact plant. Sept. 10. 


UNITY — 5 to 7 inch incurving blooms of 


FREE ILLUSTRATED CATA- 
LOG OF AMERICA’S FINEST 
COLLECTION OF GARDEN 
MUMS. Read about our other 
1957 introductions, GRACE- 
FUL, AMBERLIGHT, GRATI- 
TUDE, ENJOYMENT, MIDGET 
GOLD, GUSTO, SPRITE, and 
others. 


orange rust. Oct. 5. 
PICTURESQUE — Large incurving bright 


cerise. Oct. 5. 


OFFER B 
One each of the 1957 Mums above $5.75. 


Carefully packed and delivered at proper 
planting time, postpaid. 


SEND YOUR ORDER IN TODAY 


GRAND MERE NURSERIES « route 4, box 98 © Nites, mich. 


EVERYTHING for the Garden 
in Vaughan’s Spring Catalog 


@ Answers all your questions 


@ 3000 different flowers, 500 luxury 
wegetables, latest garden foods, 
chemicals and tools 


@ 276 illustrations in full color 


No other garden catalog now pub- 
lished is so complete as Vaughan’s 
Gardening Iliustrated, which for 80 
years has brought amateur and pro- 
fessional gardeners the latest news 
rs of garden materials and practice. 

This beautiful 96-page book illustrates, describes and 
prices the finest flowers, ornamental plants and vegetables 
now available, including exciting new varieties and hard- 
to-find old favorites. 

Also an expert selection of plant foods, pesticides and 
tools useful for good gardening. It tells how to grow or 
use everything listed. 

Everything you buy of Vaughan’s is of professional 
quality. Since 1876 Vaughan’s has supplied florists and 
professional gardeners throughout this country with quality 
bulbs, seeds and plants gathered from all parts of the world. 

You could not buy a book so crammed with this up-to 
date information so necessary for gardening success, but a 


pest card will bring you Vaughan’s 1957 Gardening 
(25e value) 10c. A new strain of the largest and 
ihe low blossoms, quilled or curled petals. 
with Vaughan’s Gardening Iilustrated, 10c. 
24 Vesey Street, New York 7, N. ¥. 
Name 


illustrated FREE. 

most vividly colored zinnias (giant cactus flowered 
They will make the brightest display of 

t DO Please send Gardening Illustrated FREE. ’ 

B Address 


SPECIAL OFFER — Treasure Chest Zinnias. Pkt. 

_ strain) including scarlet, orange and yel- 

color in your garden. Pkt. (25c value) 

J Ocept. 183, 601 W. Jackson Bivd., Chicago6, til. ff 

& © Enclosed is 10c for pkt. Treasure Chest Zinnias. é 
60 


LANDSCAPING 
Easily & Quickly 


a — 

FOR PLEASURE—Please your family with a pro- 
fessionally landscaped yard. Assist your friends 
and community in lan pe projects; become a 
garden authority in your neighborhood. Many 
money-making opportunities as a consultant. 


FOR PROFIT—Prepare for tremendous money- 
making opportunities for trained men and women 
in the Landscape Field. You may quickly learn— 
at home—how to become a Landscape authority, 
Landscape Contractor, Landscape Nurseryman, 
Garden Consultant, Lecturer or Designer. 

Start your own profitable business or get good 
paying position. Excellent part time money-making 
opportunities. Successful graduates coast to coast. 

tudy and Earn Your Diploma at Home! 
Write today for FREE BOOK. 
NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
310 So. Robertson Bivd., Dept. D-37, 
los Angeles 48, California 

Please send me free copy of your book, “How to 
Learn Modern Landscaping for Profit or Pleasure,” 
and How | can Earn my Diploma at Home. 








THe 
BEGINNING 
GARDENER 


'how to plant 


a packet of 


petunia seeds 


by Olga Rolf Tiemann 
Missouri 


BECAUSE THEY REQUIRE little care 
and have a long blooming season, 
petunias are favorites for color and 
beauty in beds, borders, porch baskets 
or boxes, and in bouquets. 

Seed catalogs list many single and 
double varieties — fringed, ruffled, 
starred and eyed blossoms on. tall, 
dwarf, miniature, compact, spreading, 
or trailing plants. When petunias are 
allowed to come up year after year 
volunteer, the colors tend to run into 
muddy whites and purples, making 
the gardener forget that new plants 
started each year may come in bright, 
clear colors of pink, rose, red, purple, 
lavender, white or yellow. 

For garden use, seeds may be sown 
six to eight weeks before it is safe to 
set plants outside. The container used 
may be a clean flower pot, flat, or 
small pan. My favorite container is 
an empty, new pound coffee can. 
Holes are punched in the bottom for 
drainage. The can may be wrapped 
with plain or decorative paper or foil 
to make it “acceptable to society.” 
Place an inch of sphagnum moss in 
the bottom of the can and fill to within 
half an inch of the top with planting 


| A coffee can full of ‘Comanche’ petunia babies, 
| ready to be transplanted into individual pots or 


into a community flat. 
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medium. Garden soil may be used, 

but is not desirable. A peat moss and]} FROM MID-AMERICA~FOR MID-AMERICA 
sand mixture in equal proportions is 

good. Vermiculite is excellent, espe- Introducing two new roses which are receiving very 

cially when it is time to reset the little favorable comments in TEST Gardens throughout 

plants, for there is little shock to the the country. A most distinct addition to your rose 


young plantlets. garden. Order now for Spring Delivery. 
Moisten the vermiculite with Hypo- . 

nex solution (% teaspoon dissolved B l nN dg O 

in one pint of water.) If one wants to ee one 

take all precautions against damping- A breathtakingly new large luminous red 

off, boiled, cooled water may be used rose. This free flowering Hybrid Tea does 

in making the solution. Damping-off not fade or turn blue. It is fragrant as a rose 

is a sudden wilting of the tiny plants, should be. Dark, semi-glossy, disease 

just before, or just after they emerge foliage classify this as a superb rose. 

from the planting medium. When $2.50 each 3 for $6.60 

damp-off occurs, the plants suddenly 

collapse, fall over and die. The seeds 

can be treated with certain chemicals 

by the seedman to prevent such 

trouble. Vermiculite is sterile and as ae : PLANT PAT. 1493 

a rule no trouble will be encountered yy ike 4 - =] This lovely pink Hybrid Tea 

if it is used. It pays to play safe, — r fume Fe potent ag m a 

cially with the expensive seeds of ‘ lific bloomer it will thrill you from 

double petunias which are very tiny ‘ — full eam Foliage is _ 

and the baby plants are _— _— ilies ae cali oy. & marion 

= — well as soon as they reac $2.50 cach 3 for $6.60 
Sprinkle the petunia seeds as evenly (J SEND For Free 1957 Catalog 

as possible over the planting medium. 


Cover the seeds just enough to hide ILGENFRITZ NURSERIES INC. 


them from sight. Then with a small Seat. OS MONROE, MICHIGAN 


resistant 





Pink Fragrance 


: . EVERGREENS @ ROSES @ TREES @ SHRUBS ®@ FRUIT TREES @ VINES 
hand spray or sprinkler, sprinkle them 
gently with the Hyponex solution or 


with plain water to settle the seeds| PAU: ae] Gem at}: COAT 2S GLORIOUS CLIMBING BEAUTY — 
snuggly in their bed. Cover the top of| BASH] S\'iw\4 ca A F PANS CLEMATIS 


z , = beauty. For porch, trellis, fence, backgrounds. 
with plastic or cellophane held in| {ens we can make from © ‘PRESIDENT’S” Collection: 3 healthy 


% z Save over 50 through - y vines, one each Crimson Star (red), Henryi 
‘ “ ORLD rT ; (white), The President (blue); big valu 

place with a rubber band. Set the con EST. i PRICE FUR SERV. FREE ‘ only $5. = peepee. Satisfaction “guaranteed. 

tainer in a warm, light place. A he 


: : ; MORTON'S wose.7;¢.. ERE JAMES 1. ‘ceonce ek SON, ine. Dept. FG-3 
kitchen counter is usually an ideal 
location. 


ae " 
NEW errr: go 
HYBRID i% 

=, BEGONIAS 


Easy Way to Brighten a Shady Spot! 1%" tolK’ 
They'll be the talk of the town, SURE-T0-BLOOM 
these new shade-loving aristocrats. SIZE BULBS 


Even better than the imported > 
kinds, they're more brilliant, more for Sw oe YT eTT 


vigorous and lovelier in form. only 7 FROM SPRING 


And such colors! ... all shades é ; a tek) 
= Fag Romy Soe mre. Breoth-taking Beauty for SHADE —Indoors or Out! 
“original”—no two alike. RY FIELD aN Co. 

This very summer and for years to come you ‘ll y 
revel in gorgeous big blooms 3” to 4” across. 7868 Jak St, eee, ee ; 
We'll tell you how to raise them indoors, or Yes, I want the new Hybri gonias 
outdoors in a shaded porch box or garden spot. - I enclose ______-¢ (no stamps, 
It's so easy! Cut and float blossoms in a bowl please) 


(or arrange = in a broad container) to hear a) a. here for new colorful free 
“oh’s!” and * * from your friends. talog. 


Sorry, we must limit orders to $1.00. If not Nam 
delighted return bulbs at once for full refund. Address 
Mail this ad now to be sure of getting yours. 


the container with a bowl cover, or See Morton’s free uz ¢ Hardy, large-flowering perennial vine of rare 
book of 30 gorgeous fash- $99% Oe 


The plants may come up in six to 
ten days, or it may take longer. The 
cover should be removed for a short 
time each day when the seeds start to 
germinate, or mold and damping-off 
troubles may commence. If damping- 
off does start, leave the cover off and 
let the surface of the planting medium 
dry. Remove the dead plants and with 
a tooth pick, stir the surface between | 
the plants. If the plants are not too 
slow in coming up, it is usually not 
necessary to water until they are well 
up. If it is necessary, do this as gently 
as possible. If there has been damping- 
off trouble, add a teaspoon of vinegar 
to the water used. 


As soon as the plantlets get their 
true leaves, and are large enough to 
handle, they can be reset into a com- 
munity flat, or flower pot, spaced an 
inch apart. # 


ee ae 


ee 
Ne es cee ee ee ee ee ee ee “For Over 60 Years /*== == = % 
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WILL AMAZE YOU WITH THEIR 
SIZE AND BEAUTY. SPIKES 3 TO 
4 FEET TALL! Bulbs gucronteed 


to bloom. 

FLAMING RED BEGONIA 

Easy to grow. Sure to bloom, 

and flowers from early summer 
i "til frost. Mokes shady places 

glow with color. 


49% Value Only 25¢ 

As a special inducement for you 

to plant Jung's famous Seeds, Bulbs 

and Plants we will send you 6 of these grand 
Gladioli, one Flaming Red Begonia and a pkt. 
of the Brilliant Blaze Zinnia the “All America” 
Winner, all for 25¢, We'll also send, if re- 
quested, co'or catalog of bargains in Seeds, 


Bulbs, Plants, Shrubs. Pre- 
J.W. JUNG | ive Coupon in c 


mium Coupon in catalog. 
SEED CO. DEPT. 61 — RANDOLPH, WIS. 


AT HOME 


FOR PLEASURE — please your friends and family 
with professional corsages, centerpieces, etc. Your 
church and club will welcome your assistance in 
arranging impressive floral designs. Win Blue Rib- 
bons. Many earn good money while learning. 


FOR PROFIT—prepare for tremendous money- 
ing opportunities for trained men and women 
in the Floral Field. You may quickly learn how to 
make professional arrangements for the home, wed- 
dings, social affairs, funerals—wherever flowers are 
used. Start your own profitable business or get good 
paying position. Excellent part-time money-making 
opportunities. Study and eam your diploma at home. 


MAIL COUPON FOR FREE BOOK 
| NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 


Robertson Bivd., Studio D-37 
| Los Angeles 48, Calif. 


| 

| 

Please send me your free book “Opportunities in | 

| Floristry”, and how I can earn my Diploma atHome. | 
| 

I 

se 

i 


| Name 
1 Address. 


1 City Zone State. 


ALUMINUM 
COMPOSTER 


Make your 
own natural 
compost the 
modern, easy 
way without 
work, spad- 
ing, odors or 
flies! New 
aluminum 
composter 
will last for 
years. Frame- 
work painted 
green, Oak 
grate-bars 
treated against 
rot. Put all 
home waste 

material through hinged doors at top. Shake 
out rich organic compost at bottom. 52” high, 
28” square. 5000 Ibs. capacity. $39.50 freight 
paid. O. E. Zimmerman, Mfr., Dept. 6, 
Fairfax, Minnesota. 
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| once they are established, 
| have them in the same bed year after 
| year. 





| that can take the heat. 


| and 
| prefer 
| the ostrich plume, 


From the Four Corners 
(Continued from page 12) 
types of petunias including the single 
dwarf small flowering, the balcony 
type, the all double dwarf small flower- 


| ing, all double large flowering, large 
| flowered 


single fringed and _ large 
flowered single plain. Choose from 
the catalogs the named varieties which 
seem to have the that 


colors you 


prefer. You may want to try out three 
or four different varieties in your pre- 


ferred color range to find those that 
you like best and that seem to do 
best under your particular conditions. 
Since petunias take quite a little time 
to bloom from seed, for early garden 
effects you probably will want to buy 
plants from the florist. 

The spider plants, cleome, whether 
you grow the white flowered form or 
the ‘Pink Queen, will give constant 
bloom in any sunny location. They 
will practically always self sow, and 
you will 
They are seldom used to the 
extent that they should be. 

The coxcomb is another annual 
And the old 
fashioned crested types of the Gilbert 
variety have a fascinating range of 


_ colors from yellow to gold to rose. 


They are charming both in the garden 
in flower arrangements. Many 
the more graceful blooms of 
sometimes called 
Chinese wool flower. They will often 
self sow so that you have a practically 
permanent planting. 


Plants for Shaded Locations 


Unfortunately none of the annual 


| flowers that we grow from seeds are 


completely satisfactory in the shade. 


| Those that will take partial shade in- 


clude the torenia, nicotiana, 
alyssum, petunia, snapdragon, corn- 
flower (centaurea), calendula, lark- 
spur, pansy, and our native blue eyed 
Mary (Collinsia). 

There are a number of hardy 
flowers or perennials that are excellent 
in the shade. One of the loveliest is 
the fall blooming Japanese anemone. 
Although difficult to establish, it is 
absolutely hardy. Try spring planting 
it. And the many forms of columbines 
(aquilegia) are wonderful in the 
shade. Equally desirable is a closely 
related plant, the meadow _ rue 
(thalictrum) ; the lavender flowered 
aquilegifolium is delightful. 

The native cohosh bugbane (Cimi- 
cifuga racemosa) is an excellent shade 


sweet 


plant as is the native goat’s beard 
(Aruncus sylvester). 

Another native plant, bergamot, 
Monarda didyma, will thrive in the 
shade as will the native wild sweet 
William, Phlox divaricata. And along 
with these you could use another na- 
tive—the Greek valerian, Polemonium, 
and the native Solomon’s seal, Poly- 
gonatum. 

The sweet rocket, Hesperis matron- 
alis, is easily grown from seed, but 
thrives in the shade as will any of the 
foxgloves (Digitalis) whether they are 
the showy biennial, or the less showy, 
but hardy species such as ambigua or 
others. 

Hardy primroses prefer shade. Par. 
ticularly satisfactory will be the poly- 
anthus type and the Japanese. There 
are a number of excellent strains of 
polyanthus including Barnhaven, 
Reinelts, Pacific hybrids and Clarkes. 

And if the shade is not too dry, 
two other native flowers—the cardinal 
flower, Lobelia cardinalis, and the 
giant lobelia, Lobelia syphilitica are 
both excellent bloomers. 

The hardy begonia (Begonia evans- 
iana) if given ample leaf mold and a 
few inches of mulch in the winter 
should thrive and multiply. 

The common yucca _ sometimes 
called Spanish bayonet and Adam’s 
needle takes a surprising amount of 
shade, even though it may not bloom 
as it does out in the old cemetery 
where it has escaped and more or less 
grows wild. 

If you want something really choice 
for shaded locations, if they are not 
too dry, try the Christmas rose, Helle- 
borus niger, and its spring blooming 
sister the Lenten rose, Helleborus 
orientale. 


Tender Plants for Shade 

The old fashioned house plant 
Impatiens sultana does a remarkable 
job of growing and blooming in 
shaded locations during the summer. 
Whether you grow the common 
magenta colored one or the slightly 
less common orange one, they will 
bloom from the time you set them 
out until frost cuts them down. For 
color from foliage rather than bloom, 
use the fancy leaf caladiums. You will 
want to start these indoors two months 
ahead of time in order to get the effect 
during the latter part of June as well 
as the rest of the summer. 

Grass Substitutes for Shade 

Instead of bemoaning the fact that 
you have no grass in shaded locations, 
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PROVEN RESULTS at our world famous Glen- 
dale Rose Garden where more than 7,000 
roses and evergreens are protected from black- 
spot, mildew, red spider, midge, thrips and 
aphids. Don't take a chance with your garden, 
use Pashea’s products. Pashea’s Rose Dust 1 
Ib. can $1.25. 414%4 lb. can $4.65. Pashea’s 
Wettable Rose Spray, 1 lb. can $1.75. Mo. 
customers add 2% sales tax. If your dealer 
cannot supply, order direct. Shipped prepaid. 
Send for free spring catalog on roses. Glen- 
dale Rose Garden, 2905 Lee’s Summit Road 
D-3, Independence, Missouri. 


PROTECT PLANTS FROM DOG DAMAGE. This new 
Chaperone automatic spray can make Ameri- 
ca’s favorite dog repellent even easier to use! 
It's the humane way to prevent burned ever- 
gteens, trampled flowers, disfigured lawns, 
spilled garbage cans. Dogs, cats, rabbits Keep 
Off! Harmless to you, your pets and plants. 
Big aerosol can, $1.49. Send No Money— 
Order C.O.D., or send check and we will pay 
postage. Money-back Guarantee. Ray Sanders 
& Co., Dept. 20G, 133 N. Santa Anita Ave., 
Pasadena 8, California. 


try some of the hardy and lovely 
evergreen grass substitutes. There are 
many strains of English ivy that will 
thrive, including Romanian, Wilson, 
Thorndale and others. Ask your local 
nursery to recommend the strain that 
they have found best for your locality. 
Equally satisfactory although slower 
to get established is the Japanese 
spurge or Pachysandra. It is a brighter, 
lighter green than the ivy. 

Many people prefer to use one of 
the several varieties of the winter- 
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THE FLORACART. The original, most popular 
Garden on Wheels. Two models available: 3 
Tray (without light fixtures), $52.50; 2 Tray 
(without light fixtures), $41.50. Practical 
sturdy aluminum tubing guaranteed construc- 
tion. Large capacity water tight trays 19” x 
49”. Ball bearing wheels. Write for literature 
and additional information on new accessories 
being offered. Tube Craft, Inc., Dept. M, 
1950 West 114th St., Cleveland 2, Ohio. 


STAR OF BETHLEHEM, All American Star, Stars 
& Stripes (3 versions), Grandmothers Flower 
Garden (8 versions), Sunbonnet Sue and 
Overall Bill. Patterns with instructions and 
yardage estimate for these and 14 other prize 
winning quilts are given in pattern book No. 
3175 for only 50c. The Quilting Pattern 
collection includes 4 large sheets. There are 
45 quilting designs for overall work, individ- 
ual pieces and blocks and for borders. Order 
No. 3366 only 50c. Both numbers $1.00 
postpaid. Aunt Martha's Studios, Dept. FG73, 
1243 Swift, Kansas City 16, Missouri. 


creeper or Euonymus. The fastest 
growing will be the variety ‘Colora- 
tus’ which takes on the bronzy color 
in winter. A little taller growing with 
a lighter green leaf is “Vegetus.’ For 
a smaller leaf and more or less dark 
green summer and winter is the species 
itself that is sold as Fortunei or 
Fortunei radicans. 

And of course everybody is ac- 
quainted with the old fashioned 
myrtle, Vinca minor which, by the 
way, is properly called periwinkle. # 





10 BROADLEAF EVERGREENS ONLY $4.00. These 
upright Euonymous Radicans are hardy and 
compact growers in sun or shade. They grow 
rapidly and are easily trained as the illustra- 
tion shows. The leaves are exceptionally glossy 
and beautiful, remain green throughout the 
year. As a hedge or as individual shrubs these 
Evergreens make a luxurious effect in any 
landscape. The illustration on the left shows 
them as shipped. The two on the right show 
the growth you can expect in only four years. 
Supplies are limited so order early. These 
plants have a full two years of growth before 
shipping. Send check or money order to: 


Sarcoxie Nurseries, Dept. FG31, Sarcoxie, Mo. 


KEEP CESSPOOL TROUBLE 


Suburban & Country Dwellers 


NORTHEL Reactivator keeps septic tank and 
cesspool clean. A bacterial concentrate breaks 


| up solids and grease — prevents overflow, 


back-up, odors. Regular use saves costly 


pumping or digging. Simply mix dry powder 
in water, flush down toilet. Non-poisonous, 
non-caustic. Guaranteed to reactivate septic 
tank, cesspool. Six months’ supply (23 ozs.) 
only $2.95 pd. Northel Distributors, GF-3, 
P.O. Box 1103, Minneapolis 1, Minn. 


Do-it-Yourself With These 
FREE Craft Blueprints! 


It’s easy to make these items: 
TRELLIS STEP STOOL 
TOY BOX SPICE RACK 
LAMPS WEATHERVANE MONOGRAMS 
PULL TOYS CHILD’S SWING BIRD HOUSES 
PLUS many other easy to use plans, whether you 
own a shop full of power equipment or just a 
coping saw. All of these, just to introduce you to 
America’s newest and most exciting magazine. . . 
The WORKBENCH .... chuck full of homecraft 
and do-it-yourself ideas. 

Issued every other month, 35c_a copy newsstand 
price, $2.00 a year by mail. Send just $1.00 for 
10 months (5 issues) today. If you're not com- 


pletely happy with first copy, your money back 
promptly. 


WORKBENCH 


702 Handcraft Bldg. Kansas City 11, Mo. 
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BURGER PRESS 
PLANTERS 





THE PAST FEW WEEKS we've been 
catching bouquets and dodging bricks 

. mostly the former. Occasionally 
we get a real chin-clipper. All com- 
ments are very much appreciated. The 
editors have certainly received a lot 
of helpful suggestions. 

None of us at FLOWER and 
GARDEN Magazine are com- 
pletely satisfied — never will be. 
When anyone gets to the point 
where he is completely satisfied, 
it’s time for a change—or else 
time to send flowers and con- 
dolences to the rest of the family. 
The overall response, or as the 

lawyers would say, “the preponderance 
of evidence”, is highly in favor, not 
only of our objectives but approval 
of our efforts. In other words, the im- 
pact has been TERRIFIC. 

I won’t attempt to give you a 
bunch of quotes here, but one has 
me puzzled. She writes, “I got my 
first copy and find that it is all 
about flowers and plants. I live in 
an apartment and haven’t even 
a window sill wide enough for a 
potted plant.” Now a lot of apart- 
ment dwellers do have a little 
light, or use fluorescent lights as 
explained by Peggie Schulz in the 
February issue. But imagine one’s 
surprise to find a_ publication 
called FLOWER and GARDEN 
Magazine wasting its space on 
flowers! Maybe I’m just too 
stupid to understand such things. 
Honestly, though, we are not quite 

as “goofy” as some of you have been 
led to believe. I am referring to the 
situation by which some of you got 
several letters from us asking you to 
subscribe. Or maybe you had sent in 
a subscription and then got another 
letter. On the face of it, it looks just 
plain witless. Even we got letters 
(three one day!). 

You have to understand the 
publishing business to know how 
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and why this happens. In a way, 
publishing is like automobile 
manufacturing. You must have a 
BIG volume. Not onty to bring 
down the unit cost, but to attract 
advertisers. (The advertising is 
interesting and informative). 
Comparatively speaking as pub- 
lishers we're “the little people”, even 
though it takes nearly 2 box car loads 
of paper a month to print your maga- 
zine and our parent company uses 
another 7 or 8 cars a month. 


We love those of you who buy 
your copies on the newsstands, 
but the bulk of our circulation 
comes from DIRECT mail solici- 
tations. The most logical prospects 
are persons who have made in- 
quiry or ordered from a nursery 
or seed house. We rent the use of 
these names and these firms ad- 
dress our envelopes from their 
mailing lists. So you see, there is 
no way of our checking the lists 
and the quantity makes it physi- 
cally impossible if we could. If 
you have been a buyer from a 
number of firms you quite pos- 
sibly got several letters. 

If you did, or if you do get such 
letters in the future, maybe you will 


understand how it happens. I hope 
you'll pass them on to some friend 
or neighbor who has not been so “for- 
tunate”. Surprising as it may seem, 
a number of our friends—knowing 
we were coming out with a new maga- 
zine—have expressed resentment be- 
cause they did NOT receive any letter 
with a chance to subscribe. 
. 

The weeping willows here now 
are showing their yellowish green. 
Sort of just feeling their way to 
see if it is too early to send out 
leaves. It is. Last summer was just 
too dry, in spite of feeble attempts 
at watering, for some of the straw- 
berries. Think I'll be able to get 
some new plants started soon 
now. 

. 


The nandina, with its dark green 7 


and bright red leaves has come 
through another winter. A new plant — 
has come from the roots and I have 
started a cutting or so. Will put the: 
out in exposed garden to see how 
they do another year. 


We are probably on the north- 
ern border of where these lovely 
shrubs will survive our winters. 
As they become acclimaied, plants 
seemingly will gradually succeed 
farther and farther north. It is 
interesting to try some of the more 
tender ones each year. If they 
survive the first winter, the 
chances of their making it from 
then on are much better. 


I put them out on a “live and learn” 
basis. If they don’t survive you have 
learned . . . and if they do you will 
be more than rewarded for your spirit 
of adventure. That’s livin’! 


Years ago I wouldn’t have con- 
sidered dogwood, azaleas, rhodo- 
dendrons or magnolia grandiflora 
here. Needless to say, we now en- 
joy them immensely.—J.E.T. 


Flower & Garden Magazine for Mid-America, March, 1957 





: 4 “She Lazy Gardeners Kose 


(So named as it thrives everywhere 
with a minimum of care) 


Grandiflora Class, Plant Pat. 1279 
THE IDEAL ROSE FOR MID-AMERICA 


In hot weather, the lumi- 
nous rose-opal coloring 
intensifies, taking on an 
opalescent glow which is 


most unusual. 


Extremely double (40-60 
petals), the blooms have 
exceptional keeping quali- 
ties, both as a gorden rose 


and as a cut flower. 


The plants are vigorous and upright, 
with abundant dark green, glossy fo- 
liage which is disease and mildew- 


resistant. 


Our 1954 introduction, Dean Collins, 
has steadily gained in popularity, es- 


pecially in the “hot weather” zones. 


*$2.00 each 3 for $5.25 


We ship only large 2 year No. 1 Plants 


Both roses hybridized by Dr. Walter E. Lammerts 


*Add 50c per 
mail order 


“AUDIE MURPHY’’— Hybrid Tea Rose for handling 


New for 1957 — Plant Patent Applied for 
NAMED IN HONOR OF AMERICA’S MOST DECORATED HERO OF WORLD WAR II 


Brilliant luminous red. You will love this one for the exquisite long taper- 
ing buds, on long cutting stems. Wonderful cutting rose for arrangements 
(see cover); excellent keeping qualities. Extremely free flowering, Audie 
Murphy could qualify as a Grandiflora, although of Hybrid Tea par- 
entage (Charlotte Armstrong x Grande Duchess Charlotte). 18-22 petals. 
The tall free-branching plants produce quantities of bloom, which is set 
off by abundant dark green semi-glossy, disease-resistant foliage. Spicy 
fragrance. 
SUPPLY LIMITED — ORDER NOW 


$2.75 each 3 for $7.20 


FREE — BEAUTIFUL ALL-COLOR ROSE CATALOG FEATURING THE AUDIE MURPHY AUDIE MURPHY 


ROSE MAILED WITH EACH ORDER. Blooms are over 
twice this size 





= <ROT0-CUTTER 


All these other uses, too! 


@ Roro-HoE. Tiller attachment quickly snaps on 
basic power unit, does a thorough job in garden 
preparation, between-the-row cultivation. It's self- 
propelled, two speeds, full 3.3 to 3.6 h.p. Has new 
one bolt reversible tines for any soil condition. 
Remove the 1 bolt tines from tiller and replace 
with 3 or 4 lawn aerating discs. Over 1000 Roto- 
HOES are in use with this most wonderful aerator 
of all. 


LEAF MULCHER. Attachment quickly grinds leaves 
to a fine mulch. 


@ SNow DENsa-THRroweR. Easily clears snow from 
walks, driveways, parking areas. Throws snow off 
many feet to either side you select. Less snow goes 
on operator. 


SPRAYER. 5 gal. piston type high pressure power 
sprayer quickly attaches to do all home spraying 
easily. It's self-propelled. 


EDGER. Excellent low-cost attachment for edging 
lawns, walks, flower beds, driveway, etc. Can even 
till small garden areas. 


Brush SAW. Power brush saw attachment operates 
either vertically or horizontally to clear brush, saw 
firewood, etc. 


Fiding an Mowing 


ts Wonderful / 


with Steering Sulky 


has no equal 
for lawn & garden care - 


... and here’s why: 


OUTSTANDING CUTTING ABILITY 


In this big 26” Twin-Spindle ROTO-CUTTER you have the 
design and power to cut anywhere and under all conditions! 
This is extremely important, because most people will have tall 
grass and wet turf conditions in early spring; or may have 
orchards and other uneven ground to mow at some times, and 
need the extra power built into this cutter. 


HIGHEST QUALITY AT LESS COST 


This big ROTO-CUTTER has spring loaded Timken bearing 
spindles; blades made of Crucible Steel Company's finest alloy 
steel, built especially for cutters, that will stay sharp 3 to 4 


times longer than most any single-spindle cutter made. Heavy ™ 


steel deck plate rigidly reinforced throughout. 


POWER UNIT OF PROVEN DESIGN 


Big 2-speed power unit with Timken spindle on jack shaft, 
totally enclosed chain transmission, speeds instantly changed by 
handle controls. Powered by big 3.3 or 3.6 h.p. cast iron 
industrial type engine, proven in use by thousands. 


STEERING SULKY offers many advantages over other riding © 


equipment. Allows you to steer off to side to cut around trees, 
shrubs, etc. Quickly detaches when you desire to operate cuttef 
on foot for rough work. Also sold for use on other makes ¢ 
equipment, only $39.56*. 


Best of all, the complete ROTO-CUTTER combination co 
you less than anything that compares with it in quality. Co 


plete cutter and steering sulky only $256.50* — With 3.6 h.py 


engine. See this combination before you buy anything, at yo 
Roto-Hoe dealer's. 





Now, from the great ROTO-HOE 
factories, the originators of the front- 
mounted tiller 20 long years ago, and 
the company that built the first rotary 
cutter-tiller combination in 1947, comes 
a new “Dream Cultivator’, especially 
designed for narrow rows and narrow 
places. It’s so revolutionary that there's 
no dead space from worm drives or 
chain guards — never leaves a single 
weed standing. Its Timken bearings are 
sealed for lifetime use. And what's 
more, the beautiful 22” self-propelled 
twin ROTO-CUTTER attachment can 
be added for only $42*. 


The Edger attachment will easily edge 
flower beds, driveways, walks — costs 
only $24.50*. Removal of only 2 one- 
bolt tines converts the “‘Hummin’ bird" 
to the best lawn aerator built, for not 
a penny extra cost! 


Complete 24 h.p. ‘‘Hummin’ bird"’ 
with retractable starter only $109.50*. 
See your dealer now. 


“STANDARD MODEL 148 


ROTO-HOE 


Pioneer of all front-mounted tillers, and undoubt- 
edly the most successful garden cultivator ever 
made, gives you faster and smoother cultivation 
than most all other makes. The rotor turning at 
about 300 r.p.m. slices through the ground most 
easily requiring less power than big, clumsy, 
bulky tines. There are so many advantages for 
average gardeners that space does not permit 
listing them here. Write for full information. 


Interchangeable attachments proven by years of 
use are: The 22” SELF-PROPELLED ROTO- 
CUTTER, the 5 gallon power sprayer, the Safe 
Speed Edger, the Snow Densa-Thrower, and 
Roto-Buzz Saw, as well as the lawn aerator or 
leaf mulcher. Units may be bought in any com- 
bination desired. See your ROTO-HOE dealer 
for a free demonstration. Complete ROTO-HOE 
costs only $129.50*; ROTO-CUTTER $44.50; 
other attachments at similar low prices. 


“May be slightly higher in some areas. 
All prices subject to change without notice. 
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